NO Al Data Centers on Public Lands

November 05, 2026
Dear Members of Congress:

We write to urge you to support H.R. 9939, the No Al Data Centers on Federal Lands Act and
reject the Bipartisan American Affordability and Jobs Act to keep Al data centers and their
associated infrastructure off public lands. Public lands belong to all of us and should not
become a default location for Big Tech data centers facing local opposition due to significant
harms to public health and natural resources.

Data centers can have impacts beyond the lands they occupy, driving significant energy
demand and need for grid infrastructure, which can increase cost for the public, as well as
create new sources of air and water pollution, which can adversely impact public health and the
climate crisis. Data centers can also strain local water supplies, with many of these projects
located in areas already experiencing water supply concerns. Putting data centers on public
lands will not make these problems go away, but might give the industry a way to escape state
and local decision makers that are rejecting these projects due to growing public backlash.

The expansion of data centers onto federal lands is already underway. The Department of
Energy (DOE) is touting a project on public land in Kentucky, following up on a data center
campus DOE announced in Ohio earlier this year. But DOE is not stopping there, as they are
actively working to recruit project developers for Al projects in Idaho, South Carolina, and
Tennessee.

The Bureau of Land Management has at least 35 applications for data centers and related
infrastructure. In total these projects would encompass over 24,000 acres of public land for data
centers and other infrastructure for water, electricity, and roads, all for the benefit of Big Tech's
data center ambitions.

Data center developers are even looking to the Department of Defense to help them find land
for commercial data center projects on public lands, where the developers, instead of paying for
the use of the land directly, will offer in kind services to the federal government. A _data center
project in Fort Bliss Texas would occupy 1,384 acres of public lands for a data center, while
another data center at the Dugway Proving Ground in Utah would use 1,201 acres of land.
Putting these projects on military bases doesn't eliminate the impacts these projects have, but
significantly limits the public’s ability to have input on the project.

Indigenous Peoples and important cultural resources are particularly vulnerable to development
on public lands, as all public lands were taken from Tribal lands. A single historical area, such
as Bears Ears, can contain hundreds of thousands of Indigenous cultural and archaeological
sites. Congress seeking to expand development on public lands while simultaneously
undermining Tribal consultation in the BAAJA will result in a crisis situation for Tribes trying to
protect their sacred sites.
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Data center development is also driving forward a wider fossil fuel build out. Energy Transfer’s
Desert Southwest Expansion, a proposed pipeline project of over 700 miles across Arizona,
New Mexico, and Texas is intended to help fuel the Al data center expansion. That project will
cross public lands and sensitive desert habitats including the Guadalupe Mountains National
Park, the Muleshoe Ranch Cooperative Management Area and the San Pedro River Valley. Not
far from this mainline of the Desert Southwest expansion is the Green Chile Pipeline, which will
cross public BLM land in Dofia Anna County, New Mexico, to provide fracked gas to power the
Project Jupiter Al data center. Each of these projects come with broader impacts on natural
resources, public health, and our public lands.

This push to expand data centers comes as lawmakers in Washington DC are considering a
backroom deal that will drive forward a massive buildout of Al data centers and the fossil fuel
infrastructure to power them. Project certainty provisions in the bill will lock in ill-gotten projects
on federal lands and other places, while limiting the power states have to protect waterways
from pipelines and other infrastructure, and further weakening historic preservation and tribal
sovereignty under the NHPA section 106 consultation process, the Endangered Species Act and
the National Environmental Policy Act.

Public lands are a public trust held for the benefit of current and future generations. Allowing
data center expansion on our public lands will betray that trust and jeopardize our treasured
national heritage. Instead of moving forward damaging permitting reform policies that will
undermine this important legacy, we need Congress to move forward H.R. 9939 and protect our
federal lands from Al data center expansion.

Sincerely,
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