Protect Consumers and Stop Fossil Fuel Industry Profiteering

August 3, 2026

The Honorable Mike Johnson

US House of Representatives

521 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable John Thune

United States Senate

511 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Speaker Johnson and Majority Leader Thune:

As organizations representing consumers and communities across the country, we write to urge you
to stop moving forward policies in Congress that cater to the profiteering of powerful fossil fuel
corporations and start prioritizing affordability for working families struggling with escalating energy
bills and rising gasoline prices.

Families across the country are struggling with higher gasoline prices at a time when oil and gas
corporations reap massive profits that reward industry executives and shareholders with stock
buybacks and massive payouts. The average price of gasoline has risen dramatically in the United
States since the start of 2026, driving up costs for consumers and profits for the oil and gas industry.
Not only are these costs a direct burden on the American consumer, it also imposes indirect costs on
groceries, household goods, and other essentials transported across the country. We are seeing
similar increases in energy prices for electricity and heating costs, driven by rising commaodity prices
for natural gas and new fossil fuel infrastructure costs. While this is a serious strain on families, it is
also a huge windfall for oil and gas companies, who continue to report tens of billions of dollars in
profits while expanding exports to maximize returns for shareholders.

For years, fossil fuel companies and their allies in Congress have chanted “Drill Baby Drill” claiming
that more drilling, pipelines, and fossil fuel infrastructure will lower prices for consumers. Instead this
blind drive for expanding fossil fuel development has left Americans trapped in a system where
gasoline and energy prices are tied to volatile global oil markets and corporate profiteering.
Expanding domestic drilling will never fully protect consumers from global price hikes when oil and
gasoline are sold on international markets designed to maximize profits, not affordability.

The fossil fuel industry takes in at least $34.8 billion per year in direct taxpayer money, even as
these same corporations continue gouging consumers. American consumers should not be forced to
bankroll the same industry that is profiting from economic pain, yet instead of protecting consumers
from profiteering by decoupling American consumers from fossil fuels, you are leading Congress in
efforts to lock in even more fossil fuels through massive subsidies and giveaways for fossil fuel
corporations. The policies you champion in Congress are not only doubling down on fossil fuel
subsidies, they are locking Americans out of more affordable renewable energy. By gutting support
for more affordable renewable energy projects, and standing idly by while the Trump administration
arbitrarily blocks clean energy projects across the country, you are pushing even more consumer



https://www.eia.gov/petroleum/gasdiesel/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2026/apr/15/big-oil-huge-war-windfall-consumers
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2026/apr/15/big-oil-huge-war-windfall-consumers
https://natlawreview.com/article/rising-wholesale-power-prices-what-energy-buyers-developers-and-lenders-need-know
https://e360.yale.edu/digest/republican-spending-bill-fossil-fuel-subsidies
https://www.budget.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/report_one_big_fossil_fuel_handout_republicans_further_subsidize_the_dirty_fossil_fuel_industry.pdf
https://www.budget.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/report_one_big_fossil_fuel_handout_republicans_further_subsidize_the_dirty_fossil_fuel_industry.pdf
https://www.lcv.org/blog/republicans-passed-their-bad-big-beautiful-bill-here-are-the-ugly-impacts-well-see-on-clean-energy-electricity-costs-the-environment-and-more/
https://oilprice.com/Energy/Energy-General/Trumps-Renewable-Energy-Crackdown-Hits-Legal-Wall.html
https://oilprice.com/Energy/Energy-General/Trumps-Renewable-Energy-Crackdown-Hits-Legal-Wall.html

dollars to the pockets of fossil fuel executives. These policies waste public money while locking
American consumers into more dependence on fossil fuels, guaranteeing higher prices for the public
and more profits for Big Oil.

Decisions by the Trump administration to facilitate exports of gasoline, LNG, and oil — while
throttling wind and solar projects — are making the problem worse for US consumers who are facing
rising costs for energy, transportation, and groceries. In May US oil and refined product exports hit
14.2 million barrels a day, an all-time high. Yet time and time again, you fail to stand up to President
Trump who is keeping his promise to enrich the fossil fuel executives who bankrolled his campaign.

There are concrete ways to fight back against the fossil fuel industry and their insatiable profiteering.
You can use your political power to advance policies that will rein in fossil fuel exports, penalize
companies for profiteering, and reigning in export driven price hikes. As a first step, we urge you to
use your power as leaders in Congress to advance these policies to rein in fossil fuel industry profits
and protect consumers from the current energy affordability crisis:

The Gasoline Export Ban Act: Prohibits gasoline exports when the national average price exceeds

$3.12 per gallon for a week, aiming to lower fuel costs for American consumers.

The Big Oil Windfall Profits Act: Imposes an excise tax on the profits of certain crude oil producers

and importers in the United States.

End Polluter Welfare Act: Eliminates more than $190 billion in tax loopholes and federal subsidies

for the fossil fuel industry.

Lowering American Energy Costs Act: Prohibits export of natural gas due to their contribution to

rising household energy costs.

It is time for Congress to prioritize affordability over the profits of the fossil fuel industry. Taken
together, these bills will help protect consumers from fossil fuel industry profiteering, price gouging,
and unpredictable global energy markets.

Sincerely,
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