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CASE
TYPE
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APPELLATE #

A-004004-25

TRIAL COURT/
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DOCKET #

1219-25-0004.1
TDI250001
TRANSCONTINENTAL
GAS PIPE

DISPOSITION
CASE TITLE DATE
IN THE MATTER OF 1219-25-0004.1 TDI250001 06/12/2026

TRANSCONTINENTAL GAS PIPE LINE COMPANY, UTILITY
LICENSE, CHEESEQUAKE CREEK TRIBUTARY & RARITAN
BAY, SAYREVILLE BORO, MIDDLESEX COUNTY

STATUS

OPEN



Certification that Submission Contains
No Confidential Information or
Confidential Personal Identifiers

This form shall be completed by any party who files a document in a public court matter in the Supreme Court
or in the Appellate Division of the Superior Court.

1. Confidential information / confidential personal identifiers (must select one):
| certify that | have reviewed Rules 1:38-3, 1:38-5, and 1:38-7 and:
m This document does not contain any confidential information or any confidential
personal identifiers; OR

O This document; previously contained confidential information or confidential personal
identifiers, which have been redacted (meaning removed or made anonymous by
using fictitious first names or initials, where applicable). The cover of the redacted version of
the document contains the word "REDACTED." | acknowledge that a non-redacted version
must be filed simultaneously with the redacted version in matters where the confidential
information is necessary to the disposition of the matter: OR

0 This document contains confidential information, but redaction is not required because the
document is excluded from public access pursuant to court order, Rule, statute, or other
authority. If applicable, skip paragraphs 2 and 3.

2. Return and resubmission:
I certify that if any confidential information is discovered in this submission and brought to
the court's attention, the court will return the document to me, and I will be responsible to
redact or remove the confidential information before resubmission. I understand
the court could impose sanctions, including suppression of the brief, dismissal in
extraordinary cases, and other measures for a failure to accurately make this certification or
for the discovery of confidential information in a document that has been filed.

3. Briefs posted online:
I understand that the presence of confidential information or confidential personal identifiers
in a document that has been posted on the Judiciary's public website will be grounds for the
removal of such online posting, pending correction by the filing party, on an expedited
timeline. The court in its discretion could postpone further proceedings pending the
resubmission of the document.

This certification pertains to the following documents included in this filing:

NOTICE OF APPEAL, TRIAL COURT ORDER/JUDGMENT/DECISION (06/12/2026), TRIAL COURT
ORDER/JUDGMENT/DECISION (07/10/2026), TRIAL COURT OPINION (05/06/2026), CASE
INFORMATION STATEMENT

| certify that the foregoing statements made by me are true. | am aware that if any of the foregoing
statements made by me are willfully false, | am subject to punishment.

07/27/2026 S/ DANIEL A GREENHOUSE, Esq.

Date Signature of Attorney or Pro Se Litigant

(*) truncated due to space limit. Please find full information in the additional pages of the form.
Published: 10/2024, CN 13252 page 1 of 1



%%% New Jersey Judiciary

SR
de( 222 )ep Superior Court - Appellate Division
%go?p 5}00 H
s Notice of Appeal
TITLE IN FULL (AS CAPTIONED BELOW) ATTORNEY / LAW FIRM / PRO SE LITIGANT
IN THE MATTER OF 1219-25-0004.1 TDI250001 NAME

TRANSCONTINENTAL GAS PIPE LINE COMPANY, [DANIEL A GREENHOUSE, Esq.

UTILITY LICENSE CHEESEQUAKE CREEK STREET ADDRESS

TRIBUTARY & RARITAN BAY, SAYREVILLE BORO, ONE GATEWAY CENTER SUITE 2600
MIDDLESEX COUNTY

CITY STATE ZIP PHONE NUMBER
NEWARK NJ 07102 973-424-1166
EMAIL ADDRESS

dgreenhouse@easternenvironmental.org

ON APPEAL FROM

TRIAL COURT JUDGE TRIAL COURT OR STATE AGENCY |TRIAL COURT OR AGENCY NUMBER
1219-25-0004.1 TDI250001

CENTRAL JERSEY SAFE ENERGY COALITION
Notice is hereby given that (*) appeals to the Appellate
Division froma O Judgmentor O Order entered on inthe O Civil
O Criminal or O Family Part of the Superior Court O Tax Court or from a
B State Agency decision entered on 06/12/2026

If not appealing the entire judgment, order or agency decision, specify what parts or paragraphs are being
appealed.

For criminal, quasi-criminal and juvenile actions only:

Give a concise statement of the offense and the judgment including date entered and any sentence or
disposition imposed:

This appeal is from a O conviction O post judgment motion O post-conviction relief [ pre-trial detention
If post-conviction relief, is it the O 1st O 2nd O other

specify
Is defendant incarcerated? O Yes [ONo
Was bail granted or the sentence or disposition stayed? O Yes O No

If in custody, name the place of confinement:

Defendant was represented below by:

O Public Defender O self O private counsel

specify

(*) truncated due to space limit. Please find full information in the additional pages of the form.

Revised effective: 09/01/2008, CN 10502 (Notice of Appeal) page 1 of 5




Notice of appeal and attached case information statement have been served where applicable on the

following:

Trial Court Judge
Trial Court Division Manager
Tax Court Administrator

State Agency

Name

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

Attorney General or Attorney for other

Governmental body pursuant to

R. 2:5-1(b)(4)
Other parties in this action:

Name and Designation

ENVIRONMENTAL
PROTECTION

TRANSCONTINENTAL
GAS PIPE LINE
COMPANY

TIDELANDS RESOURCE
COUNCIL

Attached transcript request form has been served where applicable on the following:

Transcript Office
Clerk of the Tax Court

Attorney Name, Address and Telephone No.

SOOKIE BAE-PARK, Esq.
ATTORNEY GENERAL LAW

25 MARKET ST

PO BOX 112

TRENTON NJ 08625-0112
609-984-3900
dol.appeals@law.njoag.gov
(DOLAPPEALS@LPS.STATE.NJ.US;
DOLAPPEALS@LPS.STATE.NJ.US)

RICHARD G SCOTT, Esq.
RUTTER & ROY, LLP
2052 ROUTE 35, SUITE 103

RIVERS EDGE PROFESSIONAL BUILDING

WALL NJ 07719
732-462-1990

rscott@rutterroy.com; croy@rutterroy.com;

fmiele@rutterroy.com

NICOLAS G SEMINOFF, Esq.
ATTORNEY GENERAL LAW

25 MARKET ST

PO BOX 112

TRENTON NJ 08625-0112
609-984-3900
nicolas.seminoff@law.njoag.gov

Name Date of Service

Date of Service

07/27/2026
07/27/2026

Date of Service

07/27/2026

07/27/2026

07/27/2026

(*) truncated due to space limit. Please find full information in the additional pages of the form.
Revised effective: 09/01/2008, CN 10502 (Notice of Appeal)

page 2 of 5



State Agency

Exempt from submitting the transcript request form due to the following:
B The transcripts were ordered in related appeal.

O Transcript in possession of attorney or pro se litigant (four copies of the transcript must be submitted
along with an electronic copy).

List the date(s) of the trial or hearing:

O Motion for abbreviation of transcript filed with the court or agency below. Attach copy.

O Motion for transcripts at public expense filed with the court below. Attach copy.

| certify that the foregoing statements are true to the best of my knowledge, information and belief. | also
certify that, unless exempt, the filing fee required by N.J.S.A. 22A:2 has been paid.

07/27/2026 s/ DANIEL A GREENHOUSE, Esq.
Date Signature of Attorney or Pro Se Litigant
BAR ID # 016102005 EMAIL ADDRESS _dgreenhouse@easternenvironmental.org

(*) truncated due to space limit. Please find full information in the additional pages of the form.
Revised effective: 09/01/2008, CN 10502 (Notice of Appeal) page 3 of 5



New Jersey Judiciary

% £ Superior Court - Appellate Division
% §§ .
S Notice of Appeal
Additional appellants continued below
Appellant’s Attorney Email Address: dgreenhouse@easternenvironmental.org
O Plaintiff O Defendant Bl Other (Specify) INTERVENOR
Name Client
DANIEL A GREENHOUSE, Esq. FOOD & WATER WATCH
Street Address City State Zip Telephone Number
ONE GATEWAY CENTER SUITE 2600 NEWARK NJ 07102 973-424-1166
Appellant’s Attorney Email Address: dgreenhouse@easternenvironmental.org

O Plaintiff O Defendant Bl Other (Specify) INTERVENOR

Name Client
NEW JERSEY LEAGUE OF
CONSERVATION VOTERS EDUCATION
DANIEL A GREENHOUSE, Esq. FUND
Street Address City State  Zip Telephone Number
ONE GATEWAY CENTER SUITE 2600 NEWARK NJ 07102 973-424-1166
Appellant’s Attorney Email Address: dgreenhouse@easternenvironmental.org

O Plaintiff O Defendant Bl Other (Specify) INTERVENOR

Name Client

DANIEL A GREENHOUSE, Esq. NY/NJ BAYKEEPER

Street Address City State Zip Telephone Number

ONE GATEWAY CENTER SUITE 2600 NEWARK NJ 07102 973-424-1166
Appellant’s Attorney Email Address: dgreenhouse@easternenvironmental.org

O Plaintiff O Defendant Bl Other (Specify) INTERVENOR

Name Client

PRINCETON MANOR HOMEOWNERS

DANIEL A GREENHOUSE, Esq. ASSOCIATION

Street Address City State Zip Telephone Number

ONE GATEWAY CENTER SUITE 2600 NEWARK NJ 07102 973-424-1166

Additional respondents continued below

Respondent’s Attorney Email Address: rscott@rutterroy.com; croy@rutterroy.com; fmiele@rutterroy.com

O Plaintiff O Defendant B Other (Specify) PETITIONER

Name Client

TRANSCONTINENTAL GAS PIPE LINE
RICHARD G SCOTT, Esq. COMPANY
Street Address City State  Zip Telephone Number
2052 ROUTE 35, SUITE 103 RIVERS EDGE
PROFESSIONAL BUILDING WALL NJ 07719 732-462-1990

Respondent’s Attorney  Email Address: nicolas.seminoff@law.njoag.gov

O Plaintiff O Defendant Bl Other (Specify) STATE AGENCY

Name Client

NICOLAS G SEMINOFF, Esq. TIDELANDS RESOURCE COUNCIL

Street Address City State  Zip Telephone Number
25 MARKET ST PO BOX 112 TRENTON NJ 08625-0112 609-984-3900

page 4 of 5



Additional parties continued below

Appellant’s attorney email address continued below
PARTY NAME: FOOD & WATER WATCH ATTORNEY NAME: DANIEL A GREENHOUSE, Esq.
dgreenhouse@easternenvironmental.org
PARTY NAME: NEW JERSEY LEAGUE OF CONSERVATION VOTERS EDUCATION FUND ATTORNEY
NAME: DANIEL A GREENHOUSE, Esq.
dgreenhouse@easternenvironmental.org
PARTY NAME: NY/NJ BAYKEEPER ATTORNEY NAME: DANIEL A GREENHOUSE, Esq.
dgreenhouse@easternenvironmental.org
PARTY NAME: PRINCETON MANOR HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION ATTORNEY NAME: DANIEL A
GREENHOUSE, Esq.
dgreenhouse@easternenvironmental.org
Respondent’s attorney email address continued below
PARTY NAME: TRANSCONTINENTAL GAS PIPE LINE COMPANY ATTORNEY NAME: RICHARD G
SCOTT, Esq.
rscott@rutterroy.com
croy@rutterroy.com
fmiele@rutterroy.com
PARTY NAME: TIDELANDS RESOURCE COUNCIL ATTORNEY NAME: NICOLAS G SEMINOFF, Esq.
nicolas.seminoff@law.njoag.gov
Additional Party’s attorney email address continued below

page 5 of 5




ey

State of Nefu Jersey

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
DIVISION OF WATERSHED PROTECTION AND RESTORATION
BUREAU OF TIDELANDS MANAGEMENT

MIKIE SHERRILL

Governor
P.O. Box 420, Mail Code 501-02B EDWARD POTOSNAK III
DALE G. Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0420 Acting Commissioner
CALDWELL Tel. (609) 292-2573 + Fax (609) 292-8115

Lt. Governor dep.nj.gov/wim/tidelands

TO: Henry Gajda, Chief of Staff, NJDEP

Jennifer L. Moriarty, Assistant Commissioner, Watershed & Land Management
FROM: Randy D. Bearce, Manager, Bureau of Tidelands Management
DATE: 6/3/2026

SUBJECT:  Minutes of the Tidelands Resource Council Meeting on May 6, 2026.

As provided in the Administrative Order 2026-01 dated January 23, 2026, continuing all existing
Administrative Orders and designations, as Assistant Commissioner Jennifer Moriarty is
delegated authority to approve and sign riparian grants, riparian leases, and the minutes of the
Council.

As provided in a Memorandum dated February 19, 2026, the Commissioner delegated all
authority concerning the Transco Northeast Supply Enhancement Project (Transco NESE) to
Deputy Commissioner Joseph Seebode, and in a Memorandum dated March 31, 2026, Deputy
Commissioner Seebode delegated his authority concerning Transco NESE to Chief of Staff
Henry Gajda.

Attached for review and approval are the minutes of the Tidelands Resource Council
Meeting of May 6, 2026 that were approved by the Council at the June 3, 2026 meeting. We
recommend Chief of Staff Gajda’s approval of the minutes and consequently approval of all
actions taken by the Council, except that we recommend Assistant Commissioner Moriarty’s
approval of the minutes of the Council as to the approval of the April 23, 2026 TRC meeting
minutes (approved at the May 6, 2026 meeting and not pertaining to Transco NESE).

If you agree, you may sign the last page of these minutes and have them returned to the Bureau
of Tidelands Management.

New Jersey is an Equal Opportunity Employer. Printed on Recycled Paper and Recyclable.



MINUTES

TIDELANDS RESOURCE COUNCIL
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
MEETING OF MAY 6, 2026

COUNCILMEMBERS PRESENT! :
Mary Pat Robbie, Chairperson
Thomas Voltaggio, Vice Chairperson
Zoe Baldwin

Stuart Challoner?

Edward (Ned) Gaine

Joseph Grabas

Andrew Raichle

ABSENT:

Ed (Skip) Harrison
Lori Hohenleitner
Martha Maxwell-Doyle
Anjuli Ramos

ALSO PRESENT:
Nicolas Seminoff, DAG to Council
Johnathan Allen, DAG to Council

Bureau of Tidelands Management and other DEP staff:

Randy Bearce, Manager

Henry Gajda, Chief of Staff

Robert Schuster, Director

Peter DeMeo, Assistant Director

Melissa Miller, Martin Mosen, Kelly DeMilio, Kristina Kravit, Jennifer Desmond, Anthony
Deon, Danielle Fischer, Emma Cusano, Danielle Ronquillo, Nishika D’Souza, Eva Tillett,
Jaclyn Bernstein, Marila Xie, Natasha Boyd, Christina Albizati, Mike Cuccia, Matthew
Lashendock, Bhavya Yampati, Gloria Toleno, Jasmine Flanders, Nicola Fiorey.

! Note: There are currently only 11 members on the Council; therefore, a total of at least 6 votes is required for a
quorum and approval on an action. There were enough members and votes for a quorum for this meeting.

2 Arrived late, was not present and did not vote for approval of the April 23, 2026 minutes, but was present for the
full Transco matter.
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Members of the public:

Dan Greenhouse, Zachary Klein, Ken Dolsky, Cindy Zipf, Diane Heyer, Susan Mikaitis,
Elizabeth Roedell, Christopher LaMonica, Andrew Provence, Evan Leong, Richard Scott,
Barbara Cuthbert, Madison Wurst, Kevin Corcoran, Christine Roy, Rita (guest), Jessie Lindsay,
Rhianna Bozzi, Kin Gee, Jane Fasulo, Taylor McFarland, Paige Pinckney, Steve Machalaba, Jill
Aquino, Patty Cronheim, JK Canepa, Erika Attanasio, Suzanne Golas, Conor Lyman, Suzanne
(Guest), Tom Irving, Nancy Griffeth, Amie Kalac, Pablo Salazar, Sabeen Masih, Greg Remaud,
Jasmine Metellus, Charlie Kratovil, Mona Zhang, James Stuart, Larry Shapiro, Linda Powell,
Andrea (Guest), Celeste (Guest), Sophie Nieto-Munoz, Milena Bimpong, Stephen Miller, Donna
Lisi, Nidhi Kulkarni, Richard Jones, David Temple, Matt Hartman, Kaila SBU, Jane Califf,
Alissa Pecora, Virginia Wardell, Facundo Moreno, Allison McLeod, Linda Garfinkel, Dennis
Hart, Edyta Salata, Francesca Ciliberti Ayres, Carolyn Jones, Steven MacLeod, Paula Rogovin,
Lois (Guest), Nicholas Stalnecker, Joan Nemeth, Don Greenberg, Michael Atchie, Stephen
Kellogg, Linda Stehlik, Tim Powell, Sue (Guest), Cheryl (Guest), Tom Koster, Kristine
Gunningham, Mike (Guest), Kirk Frost, Jay Weisbond, Donald Wolfe, Michelle (Guest), Steve
(Guest), JT (Guest), Suzy Brindley, Andrea Rojas, Harsh Bhargava, Steven Mitchell, Akhtab
Mujahid, Jesse Sutherland, Anthony Antonucci, Kathryn Fisher, Marina Romo, Frank
Ogrodowski, Kip Cherry, Javier Perez, Joseph Smugeresky, Kirsty Cronin, John (Guest), Neil
(Guest), David Usechak, Lilly (Guest), Capt. Paul Eidman, Teresa Anderson, Kate Wister, Ray
Cantor, Kyle (Guest), Terrence Thompson, William (Guest), Matthew Smith, Scarlette Knight,
Lucia Middleton, Matt Garrido, Ruth Darlington, Alexandra Horn, Blake Clements, M. Little,
Anthony (Guest), Nicole (Guest), Joseph Dean, Susan Nowelsky, Anshul Gupta, Patrick
McClusky, Audrey (Guest), Stephanie (Guest), Sharon (Guest), Andy Yesaitis, Mitchell Heisler,
Eric L., Dan Merz, Dana DiFilippo, Eileen Eisenberg, Brian Toro, JJ (Guest), Jackie Greger,
Maegan Kuhlmann, Jordan Viana, David Pringle, Kari Martin, Anthony Campisi, Trey Barrow,
David (Guest), S. Knight, E. (Guest), K. (Guest), Rita (Guest), Knight (Guest), Randy (Guest), 2
Guests on the Website, and 38 Unidentified Call-ins.

APPROVAL OF THE APRIL 23, 2026 TIDELANDS RESOURCE COUNCIL MEETING
MINUTES (May 6, calendar):

A motion by Councilmember Voltaggio, seconded by Councilmember Gaine, passed by a vote of
6-0 to approve the April 23, 2026 minutes. Councilmember Challoner was not present for this
vote.




FILE:

1219-25-0004.1 TDI1250001

APPLICANT: Transcontinental Gas Pipe Line Company

PURPOSE OF APPLICATION: Utility License

May 6, 2026 Calendar

PROPERTY LOCATION: WATERWAY: Cheesequake Creek Tributary &
Raritan Bay

LOT(S): N/A BLOCK(S): N/A

MUNICIPALITY: Sayreville Borough COUNTY: Middlesex

TOTAL AREA OF APPLICANT'S PARCEL.: N/A

AREA CLAIMED BY STATE: 93,894 sq. ft.
FORMERLY FLOWED: 95 sq. ft.
CURRENTLY FLOWED: 93,799 sq. ft.

TIDELANDS MAP: SOURCE: ADOPTED: REMNANTS:
#588-2106 1977 PAN 5/27/ 1982 N/A
#588-2112 1977 EPI-IRC, Current Scene 5/27/82 N/A
#595-2112 1977 EPI-IRC, Current Scene 5/27/82 N/A

COST OF LICENSE: $14,084.00 for year 1 with a 2.5% increase per year

Transco is seeking a new Tidelands Utility License for portions of its Northeast Supply
Enhancement Project that are located within NJ tidelands. This is for the construction of a new
26” diameter gas pipeline. A small portion of the pipeline will cross underground where a few
formerly flowed mapped claimed streams were located, and one crossing of a current creek
(Cheesequake Creek Tributary), then cross into the Raritan Bay at Sayreville adjacent to where
an existing gas line installed in the 1960s is located. That existing pipeline received a Tidelands
one-fee license in 1967 and was installed in 1968. For the new pipeline, only portions of the
Raritan Bay Loop will be located in New Jersey Waters. The total linear feet of the Raritan Bay
Loop in NJ is 32,701 feet. From the Sayreville shoreline, the proposed pipeline runs 10,696.78
feet to the NJ/NY state line. The pipeline then dips back into NJ waters north of Sandy Hook
and then runs for another 22,0003.93 feet in NJ and then back into NY waters. There is also a
cathode protection line (CP Loop) that helps prevent corrosion that extends approximately 1,800
linear feet into the bay. The Tidelands license fee applied to those portions of the pipeline that
crosses claimed and/or currently flowed tidelands based on the total area of the structure which
includes the 26 diameter pipe, and any concrete casing or other structure(s) that make up the
utility line. Slides were shown of the pipeline route.

The total square footage for the structures to occupy tidelands is listed at the top and the price
calculation is based on the square footage multiplied by the current rate or base fee of $0.15 sq.
ft. utility fee in 2026 established in the current TRC utility policy. There is a 2.5% inflator
increase applied against the base rate so the cost of the license will increase accordingly with the
increase in the base rate. The license fee will begin at $14,084.00 per year and increase
overtime. The current utility license policy is for a 24-year license term period.

WeW JERsg,
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Overall, the project will expand the existing interstate natural gas pipeline system in
Pennsylvania and NJ and the existing offshore natural gas pipeline system in NJ and NY waters.
Areas of the pipeline intersecting with tidelands will include 3 “Loop” portions: The Madison
Loop runs through the uplands which only crosses approximately 44 linear feet of tidelands
claimed streams as it nears the Raritan Bay. The Raritan Bay Loop which runs offshore from
Sayreville but only a portion of the line will run through NJ waters as noted above; and the
Cathodic Protection (“CP”) power cable is 1,831 feet long and is associated with the Raritan Bay
Loop. According to the applicant this is for expanded capacity for the national grid.

The project has received a NJDEP Land Use permit under file #0000-25-0012.1 LUP250001,
approved on November 7, 2025. A copy of the permit and environmental report have been
provided to the Councilmembers. The line running through the bay was laid out to avoid
environmental impacts and/or avoid contamination sites.

All upland owner permissions where the pipeline crosses over State owned Tidelands have been
received.

In a portion of the Raritan Bay Loop, the proposed pipeline will cross an existing cable, the
Neptune Regional Transmission Cable. There are two proposed scenarios for the crossing — a
shallow crossing and a deep crossing. The final placement for the proposed Transco pipeline will
be determined based on the depth of the Neptune Cable. Both crossing options are approved
under the issued permit #0000-25-0012.1 LUP250001.

This Tidelands Utility License is being processed based on the square footage of the license area
for the shallow crossing scenario, where a larger square footage will be required due to the
placement of additional concrete mattresses needed to protect the pipeline at this shallower
crossing depth. If it is determined that the deep crossing (which is preferred by the applicant) is
possible, the total license area would be reduced from 93,894 sq. ft. to 83,865 sq. ft. due to the
smaller overall size of concrete mattresses needed. The license will include a condition for a
post-construction plan to identify which crossing was utilized and what the final square footage
is. The license fee can be amended in future years if the overall square footage of the license
area is lower based on the post construction information.

This license will also include a condition that the issuance of the license does not give the right
to exclude other future crossing of the pipeline, provided those lines received all necessary
approvals.

It was noted that there are people from the public who wished to comment on the application and
the Council has been provided additional background materials>.

This project has all the necessary regulatory approvals including the DEP land use permits as
well as the federal approvals such as FERC approval and therefore it meets the environmental
regulatory standards. The license also complies with the Council’s Utility or Utility Related
Projects policy (Adopted 10/06/10) which is posted on the Tidelands website under the Forms
and Documents page at https://dep.nj.gov/wlm/forms/#tdl .

3 This case was originally on the agenda for the April 1, 2026, TRC meeting which was cancelled. Prior to that
meeting there was a public comment period where comments were received via email. The Council was provided
with those comments. There was also a list of people from the public who previously indicated they wished to speak
during the meeting to provide comment. The commentors included objectors and supporters of the project.
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STAFF RECOMMENDATON: Based on the fact that it has the necessary regulatory permit
approvals and follows the current Council policy, staff recommended approving a 24-year Utility
License for a consideration of $14,084.00 for the first year with a 2.5% increase applied to the
based rate (as provided on the TRC’s website), based on the shallow crossing scenario. The
license will include a condition that it can be amended if the deep crossing is utilized and the
overall license square footage is decreased.

After the staff’s summary presentation of the project description, Council Chairperson Robbie
asked if there were any questions or comments from the Council. Councilmember Raichle
commented that the license should include a condition to remove the pipeline if they do not build
the project or cease using it, and it should also require an as-built plan. Manager Bearce noted
that there are standard conditions for removal of structures if they cease being licensed, but that
the license can include special language that would satisfy the Council’s concerns for this
project. Councilmember Gaine had a question about the existing pipeline (built in the 1960s) vs
the route of this new proposed pipeline, commenting that the older pipeline ran in a straighter
more direct path and why this new pipeline was more circuitous.

The applicant’s representatives, including their agent, Richard Scott, Esq. and project director
Stephen Kellogg, responded that new route was selected as part of the alternative analysis with
oversight from the various regulatory agencies to choose the best route to limit environmental
impacts, anchorage areas, and cross the Ambrose Channel at a desired location due to the
dynamic conditions of the bay. Councilmember Gaine also asked about the depths of the
pipeline, particularly the shallower crossing vs the deeper crossing of the Neptune cable which
was answered by Richard Scott.

Councilmember Raichle suggested conditions for reporting requirements for the status of the
pipeline, that the Council be provided with copies of any regulatory required reporting
information such as inspection reports with a consideration that some information may be non-
public for safety or security reasons.

Chairperson Robbie then asked if the applicant wished to speak. Agent Scott provided a short
summary about Transco corporation, other pipelines in NJ, and this project, noting that it has all
the necessary regulatory approvals, meets the required safety standards, and complies with the
State’s coastal zone management rules and request Council approve the license.

Chairperson Robbie then noted that there are many people wishing to speak and set ground rules
because of the number of speakers. Each speaker would be limited to three (3) minutes to
comment. A list of known speakers was already generated and posted in the slide presentation.
Those not already on the list but wishing to speak could sign up by adding their names to the
chat in Teams. Bureau staff would call out the names of the speakers in order and monitor their
time. The objector’s comments ranged from claims about general overall impacts, impacts to the
marine environment, impacts to water quality, impacts during construction, impacts in the
uplands including the compressor station, the project was not needed, and the project will not
benefit the public. Two speakers commented in support of the project on behalf of the business
and industry groups the speakers represented. This is not an exhaustive list of the comments
received, see the meeting transcripts for details.

The following people spoke in the order listed below:*

4 There was a list of speakers with their names presented on a slide. These were people who indicated they wished
to speak in advance of the April 1, 2026, meeting that was cancelled. The names on the list for numbers 5 — 22 were
names provided by Clean Ocean Action prior to the April 1 meeting. All the names on the list were called but
several of the people on the list did not appear at the May 6 meeting. The rest of the people in attendance were

WeW JERsg,




1. Daniel Greenhouse, Senior Staff Attorney, from the Eastern Environmental
Law Center, on behalf Food & Water Watch, Sierra Club, New Jersey League
of Conservation Voters Education Fund, NY/NJ Baykeeper, Princeton Manor
Homeowners Association, and Central Jersey Safe Energy Coalition. He stated
that they submitted written comments including letters dated August 15 and
September 25, 2025°. Greenhouse said there is pending litigation in opposition
to the project and objected to the project.

2. Next staff called on Honorable Philip Kramer, Mayor of Franklin Township,
who was second on the list from the cancelled April 1 meeting. However, he
was not present.

Cindy Zipf, Clean Ocean Action, Executive Director — objected to the project.

Madison Wurst, Clean Ocean Action - objected to the project.

5. Taylor McFarland, NJ Sierra Club, conservation program manager — objected

to the project.

Rachel Dawn Davis, Waterspirit - objected to the project.

7. Next staff called on Matt Gove, Surfrider Foundation who was on the list
provided by Clean Ocean Action from the cancelled April 1 meeting — not
present.

8. Rupali Chakravati, Princeton Manor who was on the list provided by Clean
Ocean Action from the cancelled April 1 meeting - not present.

9. Carol Kuehn, resident Franklin Twp - objected to the project

10. Leslie Mangold, Save the Whales who was on the list provided by Clean Ocean
Action from the cancelled April 1 meeting — not present

11. Donna Player, Resident who was on the list provided by Clean Ocean Action
from the cancelled April 1 meeting — not present.

12. Greg Remaud, NY/NJ Baykeeper - objected to the project.

13. Susan Mikaits, Resident, Atlantic Highlands - objected to the project.

14. Kip Cherry, Resident, Conservation Chair for the Central Group of the Sierra
Club, New Jersey - objected to the project.

15. Danielle McCulloch, American Littoral Society who was on the list provided
by Clean Ocean Action from the cancelled April 1 meeting — not present.

16. Charlie Kratovil, Food and Water Watch - objected to the project.

17. Linda Powell, Resident - objected to the project.

18. Patty Cronheim, ReThink Energy NJ - objected to the project.

19. Milena Bimpong, New Jersey League of Conservation Voters - objected to the
project.

20. Diane Heyer, Resident, High Gate Manor - objected to the project.

21. Jenna Reynolds, Save Coastal Wildlife who was on the list provided by Clean
Ocean Action from the cancelled April 1 meeting — not present.

22. Louise Usechak, League of Women Voters - objected to the project.

23. Andrew J. Provence, NJ resident and environmental attorney - objected to the

project.

P w

o

instructed during the meeting that if they wished to speak to add their names to the chat in Teams and they would be
called on in order. Updated slides were provided during the meeting with a running tally of the list of names so that
people would know the order and where they were on the list. The names and titles were provided by the speakers.
5 These letters were provided to the TRC in advance of the meeting.
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24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.

30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.

36.
37.

38

40.
41.
42.
43,
44,
45,
46.
47.
48.
49.
50.

51.
52.

Kristine Gunningham, resident - objected to the project.

Allison McLeod, NJ League of Conservation Voters - objected to the project.
Celeste Racano - objected to the project.

Kirk Frost — objected to the project.

Nidhi Kulkarni, Middlesex County resident - objected to the project.

Ray Cantor, New Jersey Business and Industry Association (NJBIA) —
commented in support of the project on behalf of the NJBIA.

Judith Canepa, Vet board member and Energy Conservation Committee Chair
in New York City — objected to the project.

Dennis Hart, Executive Director of the Chemistry Council of New Jersey -
commented in support of the project on behalf of the manufacturers he
represents.

Jill Aquino, Sussex County resident and nurse - objected to the project.

Jessie Lindsay - objected to the project.

Kin Gee, president of the grassroots group called CHARGE, Consumers
Helping Affect Regulation of Gas and Electric - objected to the project.

Paige Pinckney, New York resident - objected to the project.

Richard Jones, Highlands, New Jersey resident - objected to the project.

Don Greenberg, Bradley Beach, New Jersey resident, and the at-large chair of
the Surfrider Foundation - objected to the project.

. Harsh Bhargava - objected to the project.
39.

Anshul Gupta, NJ resident and Policy and Research Director for New York
Research Clean Power Organization Energy Solutions - objected to the project.
Paula Rogovin, Food and Water Watch - objected to the project.

Stephanie Startz, resident of Hudson County - objected to the project.

Ken Dolsky, Empower New Jersey, chair of the Best New Jersey and vice
president of New Jersey Forest Watch - objected to the project

Steven Mitchell, Somerville, Somerset County resident - objected to the
project.

Pablo Salazar, Mercer County resident and college student - objected to the
project.

John Conklin, Borough Council President, Rumson, NJ - objected to the
project.

Dr. Donna Lisi, clinical pharmacist, Franklin Township, Somerset County
resident, and chair of the Franklin Township Board of Health Advisory Council
- objected to the project.

Elizabeth Roedell, South Brunswick resident - objected to the project.

Jane Califf, secretary of 350 NJ Rockland in NY - objected to the project.
Virginia Wardell, Policy Director of Climate Revolution Action Network -
objected to the project.

Donald Wolfe, NJ resident - objected to the project.

Eileen Eisenberg, NJ resident - objected to the project.

Scarlette Knight, NJ resident, high school student - objected to the project.

That concluded the public speakers.




During the public comments, Councilmember Baldwin commented that it would be helpful if
Council received further guidance on the TRC’s authority and decision-making process. After
the last speaker, Council Chairperson Robbie made a motion that they go into executive session
before further discussion about this matter, to seek further guidance and legal advice from the
Council’s Deputy Attorney General (DAG) because there were comments or questions from
Council about their authority and questions about potential litigation.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

The motion by Councilmember Robbie, seconded by Councilmember Baldwin to go into
executive session.

Before going into executive session, DAG Seminoff read the following statement:

The Council has voted to go into executive session so that I, Nicholas Semenoff, the
Deputy Attorney General advising the Council, can provide legal advice to them. The
Open Public Meetings Act provides that a public body such as the Tidelands Resource
Council may meet in closed executive session to discuss any pending or anticipated
litigation in which the public body is or may become a party. Whereas the Tidelands
Resource Council desires to retire to closed session to discuss attorney-client privilege
issues related to anticipated litigation related to the Transco gas pipeline application.
Now, therefore, be it resolved that the Tidelands Resource Council shall at this time meet
in closed session to discuss the above-mentioned matter. The substance of the closed
session will be disclosed publicly only when the threat of litigation is passed or when
such release would not breach an attorney-client privilege.

END EXECUTIVE SESSION

Upon returning to the regular meeting, Council Chairperson Robbie stated that Councilmembers
have questions for the applicant. Councilmember Grabas asked if Transco has ever done
horizontal directional drilling (HDD) before. Richard Scott and Stephen Kellogg representing
Transco responded that they have done both in-water and shore to water drills successfully.
Grabas asked about the core treatment to test the pipeline when it is installed, the pipeline run
through the Raritan Bay slag superfund site, and the resuspension of sediments during
construction. The applicant’s representatives including Richard Scott and Steven MacLeod,
environmental consultant, responded that the core treat is approved and will not harm the
environment, and that the pipeline will cross the slag site by HDD about 90 feet below the
bottom of the bay.

Councilmember Grabas made a motion to approve the staff’s recommendation and approve the
issuance of the license but with the proviso that it is limited to seven (7) years, after which it
would be reviewed again for renewal, and the conditions recommended and concurred by
Councilmember’s Raichle and Gaine; to provide as-built drawings once constructed, provide the
Council with copies of any regulatory required inspection reports related to the pipe integrity,
and that if the pipeline is abandoned it be removed and restored to the previous condition.
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Councilmember Grabas also stated that the TRC approval concerns the application for a license,
which is a type of land transaction, noting that the required land use permits and approvals have
already been issued and that the TRC members are relying upon the work of the DEP, FERC,
and other regulatory agencies in making their decision. That the Council reviewed the
information provided, the comments received, and that the vote is based on the various permit
approvals, and the Council’s established policies.

The applicant’s agent Scott accepted the conditions but asked the reason for a 7-year license
rather than a 24-year license which is the standard utility license term according to the current
policy, noting the existing pipeline in the bay has been there since 1968, and the commitment for
the grid is to maintain the pipeline and service or at least 20 years. Council Chairperson Robbie
stated that the 7-year term would give the Council the opportunity to review the project in 7
years in the event there are changes to the current utility policy.

Therefore, a motion by Councilmember Grabas, seconded by Councilmember Voltaggio, passed
by a vote of 7-0 to approve a 7-year utility license for the project based on the fee and with the
conditions as noted above.

That concluded this calendar.

Adjournment

A motion by Councilmember Grabas, seconded by Councilmember Voltaggio, passed by a vote
of 7-0 to adjourn the meeting.

The next regularly scheduled monthly meeting is scheduled for June 3, 2026. All meetings will
be held remotely until further notice. See the Departments web site for the Tidelands Resource
Council at https://www.nj.gov/dep/landuse/tl_main.html for notices and links to future meetings.

In each matter that came before the Council at this meeting, the Council determined that the
action it took is in the public interest. However, the Council’s action on each of these matters
does not release the public trust interest in the State’s presently flowed or formerly flowed
tidelands within record title.




I certify that this is a true copy of the minutes of the Tidelands Resource Council meeting of May
6, 2026, approved by the Council at the June 3, 2026 meeting.

6/3/2026

Date Randy D. Bearce
Manager
Bureau of Tidelands Management

The actions taken by the Tidelands Resource Council at its meeting on May 6, 2026 are hereby
approved pursuant to N.J.S.A. 13:1B-13 (Supp. 1998), except for the following:

[x] There are no exceptions.
[ ] There are exceptions. See attached MEMORANDUM.

Each approval may be reexamined just before delivery of the instrument to ensure that the
transaction is proper under the law. The State has not conveyed or assigned its title until
approval by all the authorized state officials and actual delivery. Until actual delivery, this
approval may be revoked.




As to the approval of the April 23, 2026 TRC meeting minutes (approved at the May 6, 2026

meeting):
% r_\\\.

Date Jennifer L. Moriarty, Assistant Commissioner
Watershed & Land Management

6/9/26

As to the approval of the May 6, 2026 TRC meeting pertaining to the Transco matter (file 1219-
25-0004.1 TDI250001):

6/12/26

Date Henry Gajda, Chief of Staff, NJDEP

Tidelands Resource Council-Opening of Meeting

(I call this meeting of the Tidelands Resource Council to order.) In accordance with the Open
Public Meetings Act, written notice of this meeting was provided in the annual notice of
meetings, by publication at least 48 hours in advance notice of the time, date, and location in a
number of newspapers of general circulation in New Jersey, the Secretary of State, and anyone
who requested it. The list of newspapers can be found in the Council’s annual meeting notice and
in our minutes.

The Tidelands Resource Council is a quasi-legislative body and does not hold public hearings in
the usual sense of the word. For individual applications, our procedure is to first hear from the
staff, who will provide a summary of the application and its recommendation. At which time, the
Council may ask questions regarding the summary. Then the Council will hear from the
applicant; and we welcome comments from anyone else who wishes to speak on the application.
People who speak before the Council are not sworn witnesses, and we do not allow cross
examinations by other members of the public. The Council and staff may ask further questions of
the applicant and others who speak.

When the staff has notice of that any particular application will be contested, the Council
requires that the applicant provide a Certified Shorthand Reporter for the portion of the meeting
and requires that the applicant provide a copy of the transcript to the Bureau of Tidelands
Management.
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Ti del ands Resour ce Counci |
Public Meeting Notice and Agenda
Hel d on Wednesday, May 6, 2026

Commencing at 10:04 a.m

I N RE:

1219- 25-0004. 1 TDI 250001 TRANSCONTI NENTAL
GAS PI PE LI NE COWANY, Utility License,
Cheesequake Creek Tributary & Raritan Bay,
Sayreville Boro, M ddlesex County.
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Veritext Lega Solutions
800-227-8440
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COUNCI L MEMBERS
MARY PAT ROBBI E, CHAI RVAN
JOSEPH GRABAS
TOM VOLTAGAE O
NED GAI NE
ANDREW RAI CHLE
ZOE BALDW N
STUART CHALLONER

ALSO PRESENT:
MARI LA XI E, ORGAN ZER
NI COLAS SEM NOFF, Deputy Attorney Gener al
RANDY BEARCE
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APPEARANCES
RUTTER & ROY, LLP
By: RICHARD G SCOIT, ESQU RE
2052 Route 35, Suite 103
Ri vers Edge Professional Buil ding
VWal |, New Jersey 07719
(732) 462-1990
Attorneys for the Applicant
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M5. MARY PAT ROBBIE: W will now

nmove on to our cal endar of cases. This
norning, we wll be considering one

application. That application is for the

utility license for Transcontinental Gas Pipe

Li ne Conpany. So, Randy, if you could review

that application and the staff
reconmendat i on.

MR. RANDY BEARCE: Yes. And |
just want to make sure that Council Menber
Chal | oner has not arrived or is not in
attendance, but we do have six council
menbers present. So with that, | wll start
the sumary.

So, this case is File No.

1219-215-0004. 1 TDI 250001. The Applicant is

Trans Continental Gas Pipeline Conpany, and
the purpose of the application is for a

utility license. This is going to cross a

coupl e of tributary creeks, Cheesequake Creek

Tributary and the Raritan Bay.

It's going to extend out into the

Raritan Bay offshore of Sayreville in

M ddl esex County. The total area clainmed by

the state is 93,894 square feet. That is the
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total area calculated that is going to be
occupied by the utility structures to include
the pipeline, any concrete mattress, and so
forth, that |I'm going to descri be.

Wth that, there is 95 square
feet of formerly flowed tidelands, where it
is going to cross a mapped tidel ands-cl ai ned
area in the uplands for fornerly fl owed
creek, and 93,799 square feet of currently
fl owed tidel ands.

This is on three different
Ti del ands maps, and the overall cost of the
license is going to be $14,084 for the first
year, and there will be a 2.5 percent
inflator increase applied to the base rate,
and so that annual |icense fee will go up
over tine.

The |icense period is for 24
years. The Council has been provided with
background material, including copies of the
permt, approved permt, the -- also they
have received conmments and information from
vari ous people who have an interest in the
project, both fromthe Applicant and from

objector to the project. And they've -- so
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t hey' ve been provided with all that
background nmateri al .

Transco i s seeking a new
Tidelands Uility License for a portion of
its northeast supply enhancenent project that
is located within New Jersey Tidelands. This
is for the construction of a new 26-inch gas
pi peline. A small portion of the pipeline
wi |l cross underground where a few formally
fl owed, mapped claimstreans were | ocated,
and one crossing of a current creek being the
Cheesequake Creek tributary, then it wll
cross into Raritan Bay at Sayreville,
adj acent to where there's an existing gas
pi peline installed in the 1960s.

So if you look at the slide
there, you can see the line in green is where
this new gas pipeline is being proposed
that's going to run through the Raritan Bay.
The light blue line that you see there is the
New Yor k/ New Jersey boundary line. So -- and
then the purple line below that is where the
-- there is already an existing gas pipeline
that is operated by Transco that was built in
t he 1960s.
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So the gas pipeline is only going
to run through a short segnent out shore,
into the Raritan Bay, before it crosses into
New York waters, and then it is going to dip
back down into New Jersey Waters just north
of Sandy Hook, that you can see there in the
sl i de.

And if you go to the next slide

Marila, can you go to the next
slide?

That is where it's -- the portion
of it is going to cross over the uplands, and
you can see that the area in yellowis the
map-cl ai ned area. And any portion that is
still currently flowed tidelands, that is
where anywhere it is crossing into
state-owned tidel ands, the fee charge is
applied to that square footage.

There is also a short segnent,
the area -- the line in blue there, that's
t he cathode protection line. And I'l|
descri be the project further. So where it
crosses, and you can go back to the other

slide in the Raritan Bay, the first slide.
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The existing pipe in fromthe
1960' s received a Tidel ands one-fee |icense
in 1967 and was installed in 1968. For the
new pi peline, only portions of the Raritan
Bay | oop will be [ocated in New Jersey
waters, as |'ve already descri bed.

The total linear feet of the
Raritan Bay loop in New Jersey is 32,701
linear feet. Fromthe Sayreville shoreline,
it is 10,697 feet, roughly, to the New
Jersey/ New York State line. The pipeline
then dips back in to New Jersey waters, north
of Sandy Hook, and then runs for another
22,004 feet before it goes back into New York
wat er s.

There is al so the cat hode
protection line, which is identified as the
“"CP | oop" on -- and that was the one in blue
that we showed in the previous slide. That
hel ps prevent corrode -- corrosion, and that
extends approximately 1,800 linear feet into
t he bay.

The Tidelands license fee is
applied to those portions of the pipeline

that crosses clained, previously flowed, or
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currently flowed tidel ands based on the total
area of the structure, which includes the 26
di anmet er pipeline and any concrete casing or
ot her structures that make up the utility
l'i ne.

The total square footage for the
structure to occupy Tidel ands was -- |
al ready nentioned those total square footage,
and the price calculation is based on the
square footage nmultiplied by the current rate
or base fee of 15 cents a square foot. That
IS based on the current utility |icense
policy, which is posted to our website.

So in 2026, the rate is 15 cents
a square foot. There is a 2.5 percent
inflator increased applied agai nst the base
rate, so the cost of the license wll
I ncrease accordingly with the increase in the
base rate. And you can see on our utility
license policy on our website, you could see
that rate table, that 2.5 percent inflator
doesn't increase the base rate every single
year, it mght take two or three years before
it goes up from15 cents to 16 cents, and 16

cents to 17 cents, et cetera. But t hat

Page 9

Veritext Lega Solutions

800-227-8440

973-410-4040



© 00 N oo 0o b~ wWw N PP

N D N N NN P B P P P PR PR
a A W N P O © 00 N O 0o~ WO N+ O

license fee will be cal cul ated accordi ngly.

The license fee wll begin at
14,084 per year and increase over tine, as |
ment i oned.

Overall, the project wll expand
the existing interstate natural gas pipeline
systemin Pennsylvania and New Jersey, and
the existing offshore natural gas pipeline
systemin New Jersey and New York Waters.

Areas of the pipeline
intersecting wth the Tidelands will include
three | oop portions, the Madi son Loop runs
fromthe uplands, which only crosses the,
approxi mately, 44 linear feet of Tidel ands
and those are the clained fornmerly flowed or
currently flowed streans near the Raritan
Bay. And then the Raritan Bay Loop runs
of fshore from Sayreville, and again, only a
portion of that runs through New Jersey
wat ers.

And then you al so have the
cat hode protection, or CP | oop, which is the
1,800 or so feet, and is associated with the
Raritan Bay Loop.

And according to the Applicant,
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Page 11

this pipeline is for expanded capacity for
the National Gid. The project has received
New Jersey DEP | and use permt approval under
File No. 0000-25-0012.1 LUP250001, which was
approved on Novenber 7, 2025. And again, a
copy of the permt and the permt's
envi ronnmental report was provided to the
Counci | nmenbers.

The line running through the bay
was |laid out so as to avoid environnental
I npacts and/or avoid any contam nated sites.
Al'l upland owner perm ssions where the
pi peli ne crosses over state-owned Tidel ands
have been received.

In the portion of the Raritan Bay
Loop, the proposed pipeline wll cross an
exi sting cable, the Neptune Regi onal
Transm ssion cable. There are two proposed
scenarios for the crossing; a shallow
crossing and a deep crossing. The fina
pl acenent for the proposed Transco pi peline
will be determ ned based on the depth of the
Nept une cable. That'll be determ ned when --
during construction.

Both crossing options are

Veritext Lega Solutions
800-227-8440 973-410-4040
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Page 12

approved under the permt that was issued.
The Tidelands utility license is being
processed for the shall ow crossing scenari o,
where a |l arger square footage will be

requi red due to the placenent of additional
concrete mattresses needed to protect the

pi peline at the shall ower depth.

If it is determned that the deep
crossing, which is preferred by the Applicant
Is possible, the total license area wll be
reduced from 93,894 square feet to 83, 865
square feet, due to the smaller anmount of the
concrete mattresses needed.

This -- if the -- the license
will include a condition that they wll give
us post-construction information so we know
whi ch crossing was utilized and what the
square footage -- ending square footage is,
and the license can be anmended in future
years if the square footage is reduced. So
in future years, the |license,
post-construction, would be anended if the
square footage is |ower.

This license will also include a

condition that the i ssuance of the |icense
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does not give the right to exclude other
future crossing of the pipeline, provided
those lines receive all the necessary
approval s.

This license conplies with the
utility or utility-related projects policy
adopted on 10/6/2010 by the TRC, which is
posted on the Tidel ands website. And again,
it has all the necessary |and use permts,
and it also has all the necessary other
federal approvals, including the FERC
approval, and, therefore, it neets the
envi ronnment al regul atory standards.

There are a nunmber of known
obj ectors, and we have a list of the
objectors and -- however, the staff
recommendation is for approval of a 24-year
utility license for consideration of $14,084
for the first year's license fee, with the
2.5 percent increase against the rate. And
so the license fee will go up over tine,
accordingly. And that is using the
shal | ow crossing scenario. The license wll
include a condition that it can be anended if

the deep crossing is utilized and the overall
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square footage is lesser, and that fina
square footage anmount will be nmultiplied
agai nst the appropriate |license base fee to
arrive at the fee going forward.

And that -- the recomendation is
based on the fact that it has the necessary
regul atory permt approvals, and also that it
neets the current utility policy established
by the TRC.

M5. MARY PAT ROBBIE: Thank you,
Randy.

Bef ore we nove on to questions
from council nenbers, Randy has nentioned
that we have a list of those who have
regi stered to speak. Those not on the |ist
may register to speak through the chat, but
pl ease refrain fromusing the chat for
anyt hi ng except technical issues or to
register to speak. W wll not be accepting
comments through the chat. Thank you.

So with that, Council nenbers, do
you have questions, comments on this
application and the staff recomrendati on?

MR. NED GAINE: | have one,
Randy. Wen we had | ooked at the offshore
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wind utility license, | guess a year and a
hal f ago, we included sone provisions with
respect to abandonnent and the obligations of
the licensee to renove the asset, if they
were no longer using it, as well as, | guess,
sonme -- early -- as | recall -- I'mgoing on
recol l ection here.

Al so sone provisions whereas, you
know, if they didn't start the project within
sone tine frane that the |icense would
expire. | know we had that conversati on,
whether it wound up in the actual |icense, |
am not sure.

So I would just like to kind of
regi ster those opinions about, you know, if
we wi nd up approving a |license, that we have
sone protection against a pipeline -- out
there that isn't being used.

MR, RANDY BEARCE: W certain --
the Bureau can certainly put in those
conditions, if that's -- per the direction of
the Council, so we can include a provision
that it be renoved if abandoned. There is
general ly standard conditions with |icenses

that, you know, the |icense would be required
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to be renewed in perpetuity, and if the
license is discontinued, that the structures
are supposed to be renoved. But we can
I ncl ude specific special provisions for that.

As far as tine frame for
conpl etion, generally the | and use -- DEP
| and use permts are good for a period of
five years. So | would suggest that timng
that with the timng of the permt, if they
don't start the construction before that,
before the permt expires, then they would
have to apply to renew or get a new or renew
the permit. So if you want sone sort of
timng restriction in there, I would suggest
timng that along with the permt approval.

MR. ANDREW RAI CHLE: Yeah, those
in water permts are extendable, you know, by
an additional five -- | just -- you know, if
the license is approved, | don't want it to
be kind of utilized, in ny opinion, as a sort
of pl acehol der, so -- yeah, that's ny
concern.

| have a second issue, which is,
you know, traditionally on utility |icenses,

we get approved permt draw ngs and con --
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you know -- well, permt draw ngs, and they
show the | ocation of the pipeline and the
i cense, however, ny understanding is we
traditionally have not been provided with
as-builts, and because it's, you know,
pipeline in the water is -- and, you know,
whether it's cabl es or pipes or whatever,
it's not a precise construction activity.
So | would like to see a
requi renment for a submttal of an as-built so
that we know, you know, a center |ine
as-built so we know exactly where this pipe

I s versus what was shown on the permt

drawings -- the utility |icense draw ngs.
MR. ANDREW RAI CHLE: | think that
makes sense. |'d like to second that.

MR, RANDY BEARCE: W certainly
can include that, if that is what the Council
Instructs us to do.

MR. ANDREW RAICHLE: So to
further onto that, one last thing is that, if
there is a material difference between what
was proposed and what was installed, that the
i cense drawi ngs should be nodified to

reflect for the record. And | say that
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because, you know, in ny business, we'll
often be | ooking for the |ocation of
underwat er assets and we -- you know, because
we mght be installing and sonething el se
appear, or whatever, and we want to know
where they are.

| will also caveat what | just
said wwth, to the extent that that
i nformati on has security concerns, you know,
we shoul d accommodat e t hose.

M5. MARY PAT ROBBIE: Thank you,
Andy.

MR. ANDREW RAI CHLE: Thank you.

M5. MARY PAT ROBBIE: |Is there

any ot her council nenber? Ned?

MR. NED GAINE: Thank you. First

off, I agree with every one of Andy's points,
and | would like to get theminto the notion.
So thank you, Andy, for that. And really,
I'd like to see those in other places as
well, and | think you're bringing a lot in
here, and | appreciate that.

| have a coupl e of questions
regarding the map, and if we could go to one

of the maps, particularly the three-Ilined
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map. |'d like to | ook at sone of the

di fferences and ask a question about the

di fference between the existing pipeline and
the current pipeline, specifically the turns

MR. RANDY BEARCE: Can you go
back to the first slide.

MR. NED GAINE: The existing
pipeline is straight lines with hard turns,
and here | see curves. And | am assum ng
they're there for a reason, and | would |ike
to know t he reasoni ng; why we have that dip
particularly there off of Sandy Hook com ng
into New Jersey. There should be -- |I'msure
there is a reason for it.

MR. RANDY BEARCE: It is ny
understanding -- | could suggest that the
Applicant can speak on that behalf, but it's
ny understanding that the -- that this was to
avoi d environnental inpacts as nuch as
possi ble. So to avoid any possible
contam nation areas. And there was also --
having it further off of Sandy Hook, so it
I npacted the -- because of the currents that

are in that location, but 1'll let the
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Appl i cant address those specific issues.

M5. MARY PAT ROBBIE: Do you want
to do that now or wait till the Applicant's
turn to speak? | think it would to make
sense to ask the Applicant to respond to that
question at this point in tinme, and
representing the Applicant is M. Scott?

MR, RICHARD SCOTT: That is
correct. | amhere, and we can certainly
respond to that question. |'ve got a couple
of folks on from Transco, fromtheir project

managenent, engi neering and envi ronnent al

team So if | msspeak -- I'lIl take a first
crack at it. So if |I msspeak, |'ve got
the -- you know, the right people on the cal

to kick nme under the table, so to speak.

So Richard Scott, a partner with
the law firmof Rutter & Roy. W serve as
New Jersey counsel for Transco. W have been
representing themsince the 1950s and, you
know, well before this -- the original |ower
New York Bay |l ateral was installed in Raritan
Bay.

So to respond to that question,

so sone of the nmenbers of the Council nay be
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aware, a couple of years ago, we -- Transco
cane before the Council, you know, due to
sone of the dynam c conditions near the Sandy
Hook peninsula. You know, it was causing
sone issues in terns of, you know, exposures
to the pipeline. | think there is a |lot of
novenent in those conditions there.

So as part of this -- our
alternatives analysis wth the Federal Energy
Regul at ory Comm ssion, FERC, which is the
| ead federal agency that regul ates Transco
and other interstate natural gas pipeline
conpani es, as well as our analysis with our
permt application with NJDEP, we | ooked at a
route t hat would avoi d environnent al
I npacts, but also stay further away from
Sandy Hook and getting into those conditions
that -- that could cause the pipeline to
becone exposed.

Al so, ny understanding is in the
-- when we dip back down into New Jersey
waters, there is a water-to-water horizonta
directional drill of the Anbrose Channel, so
I think they wanted to stay away from sone of

those conditions to allow -- you know, that
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HDD to be successful ly inpl enented.

| amgoing to throw that out to
Steve Kellogg, who's the overall project
manager. | know Steve MaclLeod, our
environnental consultant, is also on. So,
guys, if you want to junp in and, you know,
add anything to that or correct anything,
pl ease do.

MR. STEPHEN KELLOGG  Yeah, thank
you, Richard. Stephen Kellogg here, project
director for the overall NESE project
covering all scopes. But yeah, everything
Richard said is accurate. The curving of the
lines in the New York area and then back in
New Jersey were designed in coordination with
many of the state agencies and federal
agenci es and the Coast Guard and others to
avoi d certain benthic communities to avoid
Anchor age areas, where boats are anchored.

And so, yeah, this route was
devel oped in the first -- the first iteration
of this project nany years ago. It was
devel oped over the years of consultations
with nultiple agencies. And it is kind of

how we | anded here. W dip back into New
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Jersey to, again, |like R chard said, across

t he Anbrose Channel at a desired location to
get back in parallel with our existing |line,

and then make that final tie into the rock --
at the Rockaway delivery transfer point.

St even MaclLeod woul d probably
have a -- could speak nore el oquently on the
envi ronnental inpacts that we've attenpted to
avoid here. But nostly driven by agency

consultations is the route.

MR. NED GAINE: Just to refine ny

question, while we are here. W are talking
that this area, thisis alittle bit of the
deeper area, and we are | ooking for nore of
the deeper drilling and this -- inthis --
this specific area off of Sandy Hook?

That is where we are getting the
turns as well, because we are talking
hori zontal drilling?

MR. STEPHEN KELLOGG  Ri ght, of
t he Anbrose Channel, correct. So where it
turns down into New Jersey and then it turns
kind of north, northeast is where we then
head and cross the Anbrose Channel .

MR. NED GAl NE: Under st ood.
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M5. MARY PAT ROBBIE: Ckay. Any
ot her questions?

MR. NED GAINE: | have anot her
question. Thank you. So regarding the
shal | ow depth area, which I'massunmng is the
other area to the west, where we m ght be
goi ng shallow. That shal |l ow superfici al
depth of the pipeline, it is also likely
shal l ower water? Are we tal king, when we say
“shal l ow," we're tal king shall ow depth of the
pi peline, not necessarily shall ow depth of
t he water?

MR. STEPHEN KELLOGG  The shal | ow
depth of the water.

MR. NED GAI NE: Ckay.

MR. RANDY BEARCE: Wiere it is
going to cross the Neptune cabl e?

MR STEPHEN KELLOGG  Yes.

MR. NED GAINE: So on the western
Raritan Bay -- | nean, |'ve heard the term
you know, shall ow depth versus deep
crossings. Right. And the shallow depth is
-- we are tal king exposure of pipelines. The
pipeline is at a shallow depth. And because

of that shallow depth of it, I'mthinking
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that is depth within the substrate?

MR, RICHARD SCOTT: We're talking

-- just to clarify, I think -- just so |
think -- when we're tal king about shal |l ow or
deep crossing -- so we have to nmeet m ni mum

burial depth requirenments for, you know, in
-- you know, for the Arnmy Corps, for, you
know, our DEP and New York permts as well.

So we have to construct them or
install themat a mninmnum-- with a mninmm
depth of cover in -- and the shall ow deep
crossing is -- when we say "shallow, " it's
still the mnimum cover over the pipeline.

It is just, once we determ ne the exact

| ocation of the Neptune cable, we'l]l
determ ne whether we go a deep crossing,
which -- in which case does not require
concrete mattresses to -- or as many concrete
mattresses to support the Neptune cabl e.

But if we have a shal |l ower
crossing -- and when | say "shallow, " it is
not that we are exposed. W ar still -- and
agai n, Stephen Kellogg or Steve MaclLeod -- we
are still going to be, I think, nore than

four feet below the -- the floor.
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MR. NED GAINE: You've answered
my question. Thank you.

MR, RI CHARD SCOIT: Ckay.

M5. MARY PAT ROBBIE: Any ot her
questions or comments from council nmenbers?

MR, ANDREW RAI CHLE: | am coni ng
back with one nore.

| do renenber the Applicant
comng in for the -- to fix the exposure of
the existing line near Sandy Hook, and | am
sure that was concerning to you and
concerning to ne.

So -- and we've had -- | am goi ng
to give -- like a conparable is that we have
had a lot of living shoreline applications,
and we are concerned that they be maintained
and don't become a hazard. And so this is
nore of a common -- again, for our potential
approval of a license, is to the extent that
there is nonitoring of the pipeline after
installation, whether it is internal or
required by regulation, | think it would be
hel pful, for at |east ne, on sonme sort of
periodic basis, to have the |icensee report

back to the Board that the pipeline is being
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properly maintained with the cover that was
requi red by the regul atory agenci es.

And as | understand, that's -- |
think it is four feet to top of pipe from--
I n the non-channel areas, and then as nuch as
15 feet bel ow navigation channels, sonething
like that. But -- yeah, I'd like to see sone
reporting back to the Board on the integrity
of the asset -- or Council, sorry. It's just
sonething to think about for our team

MR. RANDY BEARCE: That is
sonet hing that the bureau could put in as a
condition of that, and I would just ask what
tinme frame -- like, would that be upon each
renewal of the license, with |[ike a ten-year
reporting requirenment, or sonething like
that? How would you like that to -- how
woul d you envision that -- or what kind of --
how of ten woul d you want that revi ew done or
reporting done, at |east upon each renewal of
the license or periodically during the term

of the |license?

MR, ANDREW RAI CHLE: | guess the
Applicant would be -- you know, if we could
hear fromthem | amsure there is a
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regul atory requirenent. | don't want to add
regul atory requi renents onto ones that
already exist. So if there is already a
requi rement to survey the pipeline, it would
sinply be, you know, a CC to us of those
results, but I'd request that the Applicant
wei gh in.

MR, STEPHEN KELLOGG  Richard, |
can junp in here again. This is Steven
Kellogg. By a permt, will five years
post-construction, we wll do surveys to
nmeasure the depth to nake sure that we are in
conpliance with that m ni num depth of cover.

Additionally, as we run internal
I nspections of the pipeline, those internal
I nspections conme with an X, Y, Z coordi nate,
SO we can gauge pipe dep that way as well,
and verify that it is in the sane spot.

MR. ANDREW RAICHLE: | would |ike
to see counsel copied on the five-year
noni t ori ng.

MR, STEPHEN KELLOGG. | do not
think that is a problem

M5. MARY PAT ROBBIE: Just to be

clear, that is five years post construction,
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and then every five years thereafter?

MR, STEPHEN KELLOGG It is five
years post construction to fulfill the permt
requirenment. And then regulatory from--
PHVSA, we have to run in-line inspections of
the line, | want to say seven to ten years.
| amnot exactly sure of the fema rule here,
and that would al so give us a spaci al
condition of the line.

MS. MARY PAT ROBBIE: Seven to
ten years, okay. Thank you.

MR. ANDREW RAI CHLE: So based on
that, I would just make it sinple and suggest
that we be copied on all regul atory-mndat ed
surveys of the pipeline.

MR, STEPHEN KELLOGG  And I'I|
agree, to the extent that | can, until the
| awyers tell ne otherwise. But | don't think
it is fundanentally a probl em

MR, RICHARD SCOIT: | am not
seei ng an issue, Stephen, you know, if those
are things that we have to -- | know there
are certain permt conditions that we have to
conmply with in ternms of reporting. | don't

think that is terribly onerous.
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MR, STEPHEN KELLOGG | would
agree with you, Richard.

MR, ANDREW RAICHLE: | will just
add in this -- again, | amrecognizing that
sone of that information may be nonpublic for
nati onal security reasons and that we shoul d
honor those, you know, privacy requirenents.
So whatever those m ght wi nd up being.

MR. RI CHARD SCOTT: Yeah, that is
a good point. | nean, we could always --
typically, these situations, we would
designate the information as critical energy
infrastructure information. So, you know, we
appreciate that. That is always a concern.
You know, we want to nmake sure that anything
that shows the, you know, exact |ocation of
the pipeline is not, you know, exactly --
It's protected.

M5. MARY PAT ROBBIE: Any ot her
questions or coments from council? Hearing
none, we will hear the Applicant. But before
we go on, | just do want to rem nd everyone
that there is no cross-exam nation of the
Applicant at this point, or at any point,

ot her council nenbers and bureau staff nmay
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ask further questions of the Applicant.

M. Scott, is there anything that

you would like to add to this application?
MR. RICHARD SCOTT: Yes, if |
may, |'Il just keep it brief. | know there
is alot of interest in this application, so
| -- | don't want to take away fromthe
public coment. But | just want to kind of
suppl enent what Randy said and just give the
Counci | sonme additional background on Transco
and the project at |arge.
First of all, thank you, | just
want to thank Randy for, you know, his
assi stance throughout the process and ki nd of
shepherdi ng us through, and | appreciate the
Counci| taking the tinme to consider our
application and, you know, sone of the
t hought f ul questi ons you guys have rai sed.
And al so reserving the entire
neeting for us, we appreciate that as well.
| know it took us a while to get here, but |
appreciate the Council's efforts to do that.
So just to give sone background
on Transco. Transco is an interstate natural

gas transm ssion conpany. |It's regul ated by
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the FERC, like | said previously, as to, you
know, citing and constructi on.

It is also regulated by the US
DOT Pi peline and Hazardous Materials
Adm ni stration as to, you know, safety
standards. And you know, this current
| icense application, | think as Randy all uded
to, 1s in connection with Transco's Nort heast
Supply Enhancenent Project, NESE, or "the

project,"” as we call it. And you know, that
project is an upgrade to Transco's existing
interstate natural gas pipeline system
Transco has the largest interstate natura

gas systemin the -- in the country, and it's
been operating many facilities in New Jersey
since the 1950s.

And as part of the NESE project,
there are several conponents. The ones that
are subject to this application, as Randy
expl ai ned, you have the Madi son Loop
pipeline, which is a 3.4 mle segnent of
20-inch dianeter pipe that is running from--
in Ad Bridge and Sayreville, and which

parallels an existing 42-inch line wthin

that area as well.
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You al so have the Raritan Bay
Loop, as we were discussing, that is alittle
over 23 mles in New Jersey and New York
waters, a little under six mles in New
Jersey. And then you al so have, as Randy
al luded to, the cathodic protection
facilities, which is that cable that juts out
at the Morgan shore, which is used to protect
the pipeline from corrosion.

In addition to those facilities
that are subject to the Tidel ands
application, the NESE project also includes a
new conpressor station in Franklin Townshi p,
Sonerset County, as well as a new pipeline
| oop segnent in Pennsylvania called the
Quarryville Loop. And -- so that's just to
give you a kind of high-Ilevel overview of the
proj ect .

And again, the project was
desi gned to provide an additional supply of
natural gas to National Gid for its
custonmers in the New York City and Long
Island area. The project was determned to
be in the public conveni ence and necessity by

the FERC, and the FERC i ssued a certificate
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I n August of 2025.

Transco has al so received
approvals fromthe New York State Departnent
of Environnental Conservation, NYSDEC. W' ve
al so received permts from NJDEP as well, as
Randy said. And then, you know, the, project
was al so determined to be -- needed or in the
public interest by the New York Public
Service Commission as well, when it issued an
order in Septenber 2025.

And we' ve al so received our
permts fromthe U S. Arny Corps of
Engi neers. So generally speaking, we've --
recei ved, you know, the major permts for
this project. And you know, we respectfully
submt to the Council that the application
meets the standards for the issuance of a
license. You know, we've received the
wat er front devel opnent permt from NJDEP.

And we conply with, you know, the Coastal
Zone Managenent rules and all the applicable

regul ati ons for the project.

W' ve al so recei ved consent from

all the upland owners that are crossed by the

Madi son Loop, as well as, you know,
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di scussi ons and consul tati ons and consent
from Neptune as well, for that crossing.

And further, you know, we've --
we' re anenabl e to paying, you know, in
accordance with the Council's established
| icensing fee schedule. And again, as
determ ned by a nunber of federal and state
agenci es, the project has been determned to
be in the public interest. And for those
reasons, we are respectfully requesting that
Council vote on this inportant project and
approve the |license today.

And thank you for the tinme. And
again, if any additional questions, you know,
we have got the people here to answer them
So we appreciate -- we appreciate the
consi der ati on.

M5. MARY PAT ROBBIE: Thank you,
M. Scott. W now nove on to the public
comment. Due to the | arge amount of people
that we have in the neeting today wishing to
provi de public comment, we feel it's
necessary to limt the anmount of tine each
person may speak. Each person will have a

maxi num of three mnutes to coment. W have
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a list of people who have registered to speak
before the neeting. Anyone else wishing to
speak, please register your nane into the
chat, and we will call you in the order that
you have entered your nanme into the chat.

To maintain an orderly neeting,
when it is your tinme to speak, we w ||
announce your nane fromthe list, and then
you wi || have, again, three mnutes to
coment. Again, please refrain from using
the chat for anything other than technica
comments or to register to speak.

Okay. Marila, let's proceed with
those who wi sh to speak

M5. MARI LA XIE: Qur first
speaker is Dan G eenhouse.

MR, DAN GREENHOUSE: My nane is
Dan G eenhouse. |'man attorney with Eastern
Envi ronnental Law Center, and we're -- |I'm
speaki ng today on behalf of our clients in
this proceedi ng, food and Water Watch, Sierra
Cl ub, New Jersey League of conservator --
Conservation Voters Educati on Fund, New
Jersey -- New York, New Jersey Bay keeper,

Pri nceton Manor Honeowners Associ ation, and
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Jersey Safe Energy Coalition in opposition to
the re-proposed NESE project.

First, 1'd like to make three
I mportant notes. First, we've submtted
witten comments to both the TRC and the
NJDEP dat ed August 15 and Septenber 25, 2025.
So we anticipate those are in the Council's
record.

Second, we anticipate that the
entire permt record for the proposed project
at the NJDEP has been nmade available and is
i ncorporated into the Council's
adm ni strative record for the instant
pr oceedi ng.

Third, the Council should be
aware that there are pending | egal challenges
to the New Jersey's issuance of the water
quality certificates for the proposed NESE
project, and also, to challenge New York's
I ssuance of necessary water quality
certificates for the proposed project.

These are pending in federal
court. The challenge to the New York
approval is with Docket Nunber 252938 in the
United States Court of Appeals for the Second
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Crcuit, with our oral argunent, which is
upcom ng on June 18.

And t he case chal l engi ng New
Jersey's issuance of the necessary water
quality is with Docunent Nunber or Case
Nunber 261253 in the United States Court of
Appeal s for the Third Crcuit. And the
briefing is alnost conpleted in that case.

So we anticipate that these
critical challenges in court surrounding the
viability and legality of the proposed
proj ect have been nade avail able and are
i ncorporated into the Council's record for
the instant natter. It is a very rea
possibility that the neritorious chall enges
brought in these federal courts may result in
significant changes to or reversal of the
current permts that are required for the
project. And so the Council wll have to
hold its decision at |least until the court
cases have been finally decided.

Now nmovi ng on to sonme of the
substantive matters. The TRCs, by statute,
has to determ ne whether the NESE project is

in the public interest and whether the state
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may have a future use for the Tidelands at
I Ssue.

Now, al t hough ot her governing
bodi es may have nade separate and di stinct
deci si ons regardi ng these public-interest
questions and future uses for these public
| ands, the TRC is an i ndependent body t hat
has the authority to nmake its own deci sion
and is not bound by any of these other
gover ni ng bodi es.

Any cost-benefit anal ysis shows
that this proposed use of the -- of the
Ti del ands of our collective properties are
unwi se. Pipelines pose well-docunented
ri sks; leaks, spills, groundwater
contam nation, habitat fragnentation and
I ncreased greenhouse gas em ssions. \Wen
pi pelines fail, cleanup costs, ecosystem
damage, and health inpacts often fall on
taxpayers in local communities, not the conp
-- not the conpanies that m ght profit.

Even | ow probability spills are
unaccept abl e here, where damage can be
irreversible.

M5. MARI LA XIE: Thank you, Dan
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G eenhouse. Your three mnutes are up. |If
you have a final sentence you'd like to wap
up with, and then we can nove to the next
speaker.

MR. DAN GREENHOUSE: Yes. The
DEP has formally acknow edged that clinate
change i nposes massive costs on the public
and that clinmate change is devastating to the
environnent. So this project is going to
I ncrease upstream and downstream generati on
of fossil fuels and entrench our |ong-term
public interest in a fossil fuel econony, as
opposed to being able to transition away from
the fossil fuel dependency at a tinme when
climate science calls for rapid
decar boni zati on. Thank you.

And | have one final question
woul d I'i ke to pose to the Council

What is the procedure by which
the DEP will finally decide to approve or
effectuate the TRC s deci sion, and how wi | |
the public participate in and be on actual
notice of the DEP's final decision? Thank
you.

MR. RANDY BEARCE: W are ready
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for the next speaker, the Honorable Phillip
Kranmer, Mayor of Franklin Township. 1Is the
mayor present?

W will nove on to the next
speaker on the list. |Is G ndy Zipf
avai |l abl e?

MS. CINDY ZI PF: Thank you so
much, Chai rwoman Robbi e and nenbers of the
Council. M nane is Cndy Zipf. I'mthe
executive director of C ean Ocean Action, and
I want to thank you so nuch for this
i nportant opportunity today to speak on
Transco's application for a utility |license
for their NESE project.

| understand that there is an
I ntense spotlight and focus on the Council,
and it is unusual, and we are -- |ook forward
to sharing our remarks from many fol ks that
have been follow ng this issue for many
years.

As you may know, Cl ean Ccean
Action submitted detail ed and techni cal
comments already on the record, so ny
conmrents today are nore general.

For 40 years, Clean Ccean Action
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has successfully worked to inprove and
protect marine ecosystens in the New York and
New Jersey region through grassroots
action-based, fact-based canpaigns. NESE is
just one of them After ten years of
fighting, with thousands of people joining in
this effort, this project was dead in the
wat er, including thanks to the opposition of
bot h governors of New York and New Jersey.

Unfortunately, recently, there
was sone political deals nmade, and NESE has
been pul |l ed back fromthe grave, which brings
us here today. Before you, the Tidel ands
Resource Council, which has a renmarkabl e and
essential mandate to protect New Jersey's
Ti del ands for New Jersey's public interest.
You have a uni que superpower. Your
| egi sl ati ve mandate, which is clear and
direct, to protect New Jersey's public
Interest in the Tidel ands.

And t hough you can consi der New
Jersey DEP recomrendati ons, you're under no
obligation. And by |law, nothing can conpel
you to | ease, grant, or |icense these

extrenely inportant, highly val ued natural
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public resources. So for those of us who
cherish and val ue these wonderful waterways,
you give us hope that you will protect New
Jersey's public interest. That is because,
it is strikingly clear, that NESE is not in
New Jersey's public interest. There is a
deep and docunented record to that effect.

The fact 1s, NESE does the
opposite, it destroys and will underm ne nuch
of the marine environnent that we have worked
so hard to protect. | am sure sone of you
remenber that years ago, the Raritan Bay was
once a dunping ground and a flushing zone for
billions of gallons of raw sewage, industrial
wast e, garbage, Superfund materials, and the
i ke. The waters were brown and eating fish
was prohi bited, and beaches were cl osed due
to pat hogens and gar bage.

And t hanks to thousands of people
and citizens demandi ng action, billions of
federal, state, and local dollars were
i nvested, and these waters cane back and
they're now thriving. And was once an
uncommon site, is now very comon. Dol phins

and whales in the Iower bay. Bird watching,
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seal watching, baynen and clamrers in the
waters at JT White Depuration Plant for

cl amm ng, they processed over 20 mllion
clans | ast year.

There are hundreds of fishing
boats. People are actually able to eat the
fish they're catching due to |ess
contam nants. And beaches in the Bayshore
are packed with thousands of beach goers and
swmers, which is why every town al ong the
nort hern Bayshore passed resol utions agai nst
NESE, including the conm ssioners of -- of
Monnmout h County.

M5. MARI LA XIE: Thank you,

C ndy. Your three mnutes are up. |f you
have final --

M5. CINDY ZIPF. | do. | do.
Thank you. These mllions of dollars that
are now bei ng generated because of a clean
environnment are at risk. And so we urge the
Council to protect New Jersey's public
interest and future by denying the NESE
proj ect application. Thank you.

M5. MARI LA XIE: Thank you.

The next speaker is Madison
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Wir st .

M5. MADI SON WURST:  Hello. |
would like to correct the record that | am
with C ean Ocean Action, not Cl ean \Water
Action. Right.

So for ny statenment, ny nane is
Madi son Wirst. | am Cl ean Ocean's Action's
ocean policy advocate. And as C ndy
menti oned before nme, we -- Cl ean Ccean Action
bui | ds grassroots coalitions of citizens to
unite and enpower their voices to defend the
mari ne ecosystem And in doing so, in
opposition to the -- to Transco's NESE
pi peline, Cl ean Ccean Action reached out to
those who could not attend this neeting due
to work or other limtations, with the
expectation of submtting those conments to
t he Ti del ands council .

However, after only having one
comment period open for a little over a week
with a dedicated e-nmail, the DEP and Attorney
General decided not to reopen another witten
comment peri od.

In the time since the one and

only one week conmment period closed, we have
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collected 115 statenents of opposition. So
in ny tinme today, | amrepresenting over 100
concerned citizens and el ected officials who
are unable to cone out and speak today, and
will do ny best to express their demands that
the Tidelands Council deny this utility

i cense.

Two el ected officials wote to
us, the mayor of South Brunsw ck, Charles
Carl ey, and Runmson Council President John
Conklin. The mayor of South Brunsw ck speaks
to his residents who wll be inpacted by
Conpressor Station 206, and the
insufficiencies in the air permts that wll
cause them harm

Counci | President Conklin speaks
to the inpacts to water quality in the
Raritan Bay, which wll spread throughout the
wat ershed to the Shrewsbury and Navesi nk
Ri vers, harm ng public health, economc
prosperity, and marine ecosystens.

Additionally, a lifelong
commercial fisherman fromthe Raritan Bay,
Roy Deal, warned that this pipeline would

damage natural clam beds and disrupt fish
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mgration, directly threatening both
commerci al and recreational fishing
l'ivelihoods.

Ri chard Longback, environnenta
scientist and nedical doctor who studies the
adverse effects of chem cal pollutants,
hi ghlighted the significant threats to New
Jersey's coastal resources and public health
I ssues associated with the project.

Ella Ryan, a New York resident,
spoke to the lack of need and demand for gas
-- for this gas in New York, a sentinent
shared by many New Yor kers who have been
betrayed by their governor.

The past commodore of the Keyport
Yacht C ub, Ann Qui nn, spoke to the
recreational opportunities and use that w ||
be sacrificed by this project due to the
degradation of water quality of the Raritan
Bay Wat er shed.

Captain John F. Kolias [ph], a
resi dent of New Jersey for over 70 years, and
soneone who has fished the waters of Raritan
Bay since he was six years old, stressed the

devastating, negative financial inpacts to
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t he busi nesses in Mnnouth County, including
hi s own.

Panel a Carl son has lived, raised
her sons, fished, swam and boated on the
Raritan Bay, and over the years, has fought
to clean up and ensure a safe bay for their
grandchildren and all the creatures who call
it home.

The only thing | came across in
all these comments is that the people |Iove
the land, waterways, and marine life of this
region. They |ove New Jersey. They fish
here, raise famlies here, teach their
children to sail here, and have spent decades
working to protect and restore these waters.

So we are calling on the nenbers
of the Tidelands Council to protect those
deeply |l oved New Jersey interests by not
providing WIllians Transco this |icense for
the NESE pipeline. | want to stress that |
am not a single speaker, and there are nany
voi ces of people asking you clearly and
urgently to deny the NESE pipeline, despite
them not being able to be here today. Thank

you.
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M5. MARI LA XI E: Thank you.

The next speaker is Tayl or
McFar | and.

MS5. TAYLOR McFARLAND: Good
norni ng, Menbers of the Tidel ands Resource
Council. M nane is Taylor MFarland, and
' mthe conservation program manager for the
Sierra Cub New Jersey Chapter, on behal f of
tens of thousands of nenbers across the
state, we strongly urge this council to vote
no on the Tidelands |Iicense for NESE.

NESE woul d cut through New
Jersey's Tidelands and Raritan Bay, al ong
wi t h Cheesequake Creek, causing irreparable
damage to thousands of acres of state-owned
tidel ands that serve as vital natural buffers
agai nst fl ooding and pol | ution.

Raritan Bay and Cheesequake were
at the epicenter of Superstorm Sandy's nost
extrenme inpacts in New Jersey. The
conbi nati on of a 14-foot storm surge and
record- breaking high tides overwhel ned these
| ow-1ying areas, illustrating both their
vul nerability and their vital protection

function.
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The Ti del ands of Raritan Bay and
Cheesequake Creek serve as a critical first
i ne of defense during Superstorm Sandy by
absor bi ng energy and strong vast anounts of
flood water. They kept nost of the
destructive force of the water away fromthe
hard infrastructure, |ikely preventing nore
cat astrophi c col | apses of buil di ngs,
foundations, in lowlying Mddl esex County
comuni ti es.

The Raritan Bay is finally
recovering after decades of industrial
pol lution, but this product would dig a

massi ve 23-mle trench through the bay floor,

stirring up nore than a mllion tons of nud
conta -- contam nated wwth nercury and | ead.
As a resident of Keyport, | am

already facing a serious health crisis, the
old Aeromarine Landfill is a toxic site that
is currently | eaking chemcals, like arsenic
and | ead, into the bay.

The NESE pi peline woul d be
constructed in close proximty to this site,
and we are deeply concerned that heavy

construction and dredging will disturb the
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area and even cause nore toxins to leak into
the water.

The peopl e of Keyport have
endured enough. They shouldn't have to worry
that a pipeline construction project for New
York is making their water even nore dam - -
dangerous. The resuspension of toxic
sedi nents and destruction of the national
| andscape threaten the 9 billion tourism
i ndustry and the New Jersey Bayshore. This
I ncludes potential |osses for marinas,
recreation boaters, and visitors to
Cheesequake State ParKk.

Ti del ands al so act as a natural
flood buffer. So degrading these habitats
t hrough pipeline trenching could underm ne
their ability to protect coastal property,
which is valued at billions in Mnnouth and
M ddl esex Counti es.

As a council, you nust determ ne
whet her the proposed project serves a
beneficial public purpose. |If it creates a
positive inpact on the public and the
environnment, rather than solely benefiting

private interests. NESE clearly fails to
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serve as a benefit -- beneficial public
purpose. New Jersey will not receive any of
the gas for the project, instead we will be

dealing with public, environnental, and
econom c i npacts.

The Ti del ands Resource Counci |
must exercise its authority to protect our
shared resources. W ask you to prioritize
the people in the environnent of New Jersey
by denying this license. Thank you.

M5. MARI LA XIE: Thank you.

The next speaker is Rachel Dawn
Davi s.

M5. RACHEL DAWN DAVIS: | am
Rachel Dawn Davis, speaking on behalf of
Water Spirit, a spiritual ecol ogy nonprofit,
rooted in Monnmouth County since 1998,
of fering progranmm ng and advocacy
opportunities centered on water, as a source
and sustainer of all life.

W' ve provided witten comrents
and we speak on behal f of our thousands of
comunity nenbers, as well as in --
solidarity with all those in New York and New

Jersey, all the residents who, after ten
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years, still do not want this dirty,
unnecessary NESE proj ect.

Water Spirit is grounded in
princi ples of the interconnectedness of all
life, and our profound responsibility to
protect the essential, sacred el enent of
water. W urge the Council to act with the
| ong-termvision required upon its stewards
and deny Tidelands Utility License in this
I nst ance.

The TRC is charged wi th managi ng
| ands that belong to all residents of New
Jersey. A fundanental requirenent for any
grant or |ease of these lands is a clear
denonstration of a conpelling public need.
The proposal in question serves a narrow
private interest, not serving New Jersey
resi dents whatsoever, rather than a broad
benefit to any New Jersey community to
devastate public riparian | ands for a project
t hat does not serve the general welfare is a
vi ol ation of the Council's duty.

Approving this application would
then represent an infringenent on the TRC s

m ssion. As Pope Francis remnds us in his
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| ast encyclical, quote, each community can
take fromthe bounty of the earth whatever it
needs for its existence, but it also has a
duty to protect the earth and to ensure its
fruitful ness for com ng generations, end

quot e.

This is a noral issue. The
Council is a guardian of the state's
ecol ogi cal heritage, which also has spiritual
value. We nust view the Tidelands, not as a
commodity to be partitioned, but as a gift to
be shared and protected. New Jersey has been
under a statew de prol onged drought warni ng
for alnost two years and count. Permtting
this proposed water-intensive project that
could cause fires would inperil the future
use of the tidel ands by degrading the |ocal
ecosystem and restricting public access for
generations to cone.

A Princeton hydro study from 2019
regarding this very sanme proposal showed the
bi oaccumul ati on effects are not being
considered. That study highlights, quote,
Transco' s nodeling would need to include

commercial and recreational fish, as well as
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ot her species, before it could -- it could be
a conprehensi ve assessnent of bioaccunul ation
effects, end quote.

What about the workers? Wen we
di mnish the integrity of any ecosystem we
di m nish the rights of the people who depend
on the sane. The New Jersey Ti del ands
Council and State of New Jersey, you nust
deny this utility license based upon the
extent of projected environnental harm
econom ¢ | oss, public health risks, and the
| oss of our safe public waters. The only
path forward is prevention.

M5. MARI LA XIE: Thank you.

The next speaker is Matt Cove.
Is Matt Gove here?

Al right. The next speaker is
Rupal i Chakravati. |s Rupali Chakravati
her e?

The next speaker is Carol Kuehn.

| s Carol Kuehn here?

MS. CAROL KUEHN: Yes, | am here.

Good after -- good norning. And thank you
for holding this hearing and for the
opportunity to testify.
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My nanme is Carol Kuehn, and |'d
like to correct the record, I amnot from
Princeton Manor. | ama resident and
I npact ed | andowner in Franklin Township,
where Wl lianms Transco intends to build
Conpressor Station 206 as part of their NESE
proj ect .

As a nenber of our Township's
task force against NESE, | have been working
with a broad coalition of organizations and
i ndi vidual s for the past ten years to stop
this destructive and polluting project.

A TRC nust determne if NESE is
in the public interest of New Jersey, and the
answer is a resounding no for a nyriad of
reasons. Forenost anong these, is that al
of the gas will go to New York, and New
Jersey wll be left holding a bag full of
detrinmental inpacts to our air, water, and
| and, including the financial burden to our
t axpayers of risks associated with the
i nfrastructure and the future cl eanup expense
NESE wi || require.

Further, Tidelands Utility

Li cense shoul d be denied for the degradation

Page 56

Veritext Lega Solutions

800-227-8440

973-410-4040



© 00 N oo 0o b~ wWw N PP

N D N N NN P B P P P PR PR
a A W N P O © 00 N O 0o~ WO N+ O

of water quality trenching 23 mles of sea
fl oor and building a 26-inch dianeter
pi pel i ne woul d cause, posing a serious danger
to human health, marine wildlife, and the
shore econony.

| am ol d enough to renmenber how
terribly polluted Raritan Bay was in the
1970s fromindustrial dunping. The
resuspensi on of these very toxic sedi nents by
seabed drilling wll undo years of
rehabilitation.

Governor Sherrill, | heard your
i nspiring speech in Princeton on No Kings
Day. You've nade incredible strides in
opposi ng detrinental, Trunp-inspired
I ncursions into our state-rel ated
transportation infrastructure, voting rights,
I mm gration, and ot her areas of concern.

In conjunction with the TRC and
NJDEP, pl ease extend that opposition to
i ncl ude protecting our environnment, health,
safety, econony, and well-being by denying a
Tidelands Utility License for NESE.

Thank you for your tinme and

consi deration of ny concerns.
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M5. MARI LA XI E: Thank you.

At this time, we will take a
five-m nute short break. W will resune at
11:10.

(Renpte neeting recessed at 11:05
a.m and resuned at 11:10 a.m)

MS. MARI LA XIE: W are now
resum ng our neeting. The next speaker is
Leslie Mangold. 1Is there a Leslie Mangol d?

The next speaker is Donna Pl ayer.
Do we have a Donna Pl ayer?

The next speaker is Greg Renmaud.
Is there a G eg Renaud?

MR GREG REMAUD: Hi. | am Geg
Remaud, executive of New Yor k/ New Jersey
Baykeeper. | would like to thank the Council
for the opportunity to speak this -- this
nmor ni ng.

| f constructed, the NESE pipeline
woul d i npact wildlife and human comunities
across the State of New Jersey, sinply to
transfer fracked gas from Pennsylvania to New
York. There are no benefits to New Jersey
residents, but there will be significant

environnmental inpacts. NESE would run 23
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mles across Raritan Bay destroyi ng what
littl e subaquatic habitat that supports
hundreds of fish and bird species and marine
life species, including clanms, bunker,
fl ounder, black skimers, egrets, osprey, and
other wldlife, fromthe bottom of the food
chain up to the top. And, of course, that
neans people who are eating them and this is
a fishing hot spot. So there's public health
at risk as well.

To get specific about the
| ocation of the NESE pipeline, |I heard
references to not being near contam nation, |
guess you can say anything in those reports,
but NESE is going right next to a Superfund
site, the Raritan Bay lead slide site. $152
mllion was just spent on renedi ating that
site, which is what, maybe a half mle or
quarter mle away from where NESE hits | and.
So it won't be the first tine, but DEP seens
to be contradicting itself when they are
spendi ng noney nonthly, and then bringing up
a pipeline that is known to churn up netals,
contam nants, nercury, copper, right next to

a site where we just spent that noney to
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clean it.

The | andslide construction al so
i s al ong Cheesequake Creek. Cheesequake
Creek is one of the state's natural wonders,
as is Raritan Bay. Baykeeper worked with the
Departnment of Environnental Protection, G een
Acres, the Cheesequake State Park staff to
purchase properties to buffer the park.

But the nost -- the prize
property was the CWK property, which was
wet | ands al ong Cheesequake Creek. The DEP,
as well as other environnental agencies,
found that to be extraordi nary habitat that
supports nuch of the wildlife I've listed
before, without going into it, along with
additional wldlife.

Cheesequake Creek is to be
amazing -- or is part of the amazing
m gration of glass eel; tiny, transparent
eels that make their way all the way fromthe

Sargasso Sea up to Cheesequake Creek and into

t he park.

M5. MARI LA XIE: Thank you, G eg.
Your three mnutes are up. |If you have
a final --

Page 60

Veritext Lega Solutions

800-227-8440

973-410-4040



© 00 N oo 0o b~ wWw N PP

N D N N NN P B P P P PR PR
a A W N P O © 00 N O 0o~ WO N+ O

MR, GREG REMAUD: Thank you. So
the last point | will make on that, is that
al ong with thousands of people who fish there
every year and in this area, and people who
crab in the area, both Cheesequake State Park
and Baykeeper | ead kayak trips up through
Cheesequake Creek, and ot her people go on
their own. So all this to say, clearly the
Council should deny this permt for NESE
Thank you.

M5. MARI LA XIE: Thank you.

The next speaker is Susan
M ki t as.

M5. SUSAN M KI TAS: Good nor ni ng.

Thank you for the opportunity to speak today.
My name is Susan Mkitas, and | live in
Atlantic H ghlands. | am opposed to the
proposed NESE pipeline for the foll ow ng
reasons: |Is this proposed project in the
public interest? The answer is no. Digging
a trench for the pipeline would disturb over
1 mllion cubic yards of contam nated

sedi nent, potentially releasing heavy netals
and toxic chemcals, like PCBs into the

wat er .
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The potential resuspension of
t oxi ¢ substances now buried under the sea
floor is one of the nost serious inpacts of
this proposed pipeline construction on the
water quality in Raritan Bay. These toxins
pose a serious threat to both human health
and marine wildlife.

s this proposed project in the
public interest? The answer is no. WIlIlians
Transco plans to rel ease water used in
testing the pipeline into the bay. Their
plan involved releasing 3.2 mllion gallons
of seawater treated with the toxic chem cal
CORRTREAT 15316, a highly toxic substance
harnful to humans, according to the EPA

s this proposed project in the
public interest? The answer is no. | have
been sailing on Raritan Bay for over 40 years
and have watched the bay slowy recover from
the pollution caused by previous industrial
corporations that used the bay as their
dunping site. Enornous anmounts of taxpayer
noney have been spent on cleaning up this
Superfund site.

Part of the proposed Raritan Bay
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Loop woul d go through the Raritan Bay sl ag
Superfund site. Lead, arsenic, antinony,
copper, iron, and chromumare the prinmary
contam nants in the slag. Are you willing to
allow WIllianms Transco to undo the progress

t hat has been made?

Once again, | ask, is this
proposed project in the public interest? The
answer is no. New Jersey receives no benefit
what soever fromthis proposed pipeline, but

New Jersey would take on all the risks.

Therefore, | urge you to deny the Tidel ands
| icense once and for all. Thank you for your
tinme.

M5. MARI LA XIE: Thank you. The
next speaker is Kip Cherry.

MR, KIP CHERRY: M nane is Kip
Cherry. |'mconservation chair for the
Central Goup of the Sierra Cub, New Jersey.

Transco has applied for a
Tidelands Utility License for the Cheesequake
tributary and Raritan Bay, Sayreville
Bor ough, M ddl esex County. Please note that
t he Tidel ands Council, in the best interest

of the state, did previously disapprove this

Page 63

Veritext Lega Solutions

800-227-8440

973-410-4040



© 00 N oo 0o b~ wWw N PP

N D N N NN P B P P P PR PR
a A W N P O © 00 N O 0o~ WO N+ O

proj ect.

Ti del ands and Raritan Bay are
held in trust by the State of New Jersey for
the interest of its citizens, protecting our
mari ne resources and the water quality of the
tidelands is critically inportant. At the
sanme tinme, not only do we not need this
pi pel i ne, because we don't need the fracked
gas fromit and don't want the pollution
caused by fracking, but it wll,
nevert hel ess, be a source of toxic pollution
in both tidelands and non-tidel ands alike, as
net hane | eaks fromthe pipeline and toxic
em ssions are discharged by its conpressor
stations in Pennsylvania, New York, and here
i n New Jersey.

None of the pipeline gas --
pi peline gas wll be used in New Jersey while
the supple of natural gas, at its destination
on Long Island, is already adequate to neet
t he need.

Transco plans to use horizontal
directional drilling to insert this NESE
pi pel i ne down through the Raritan Bay,

through a still-polluted section that
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I ncl udes the Superfund site known as the
Raritan Bay slag Superfund site in
Sayreville, Od Bridge.

This area contains |ead slag and
requi res ongoi ng renedi ation. Toxins buried
in the seabed will be resuspended and fl ushed
towards the New Jersey shore, and then slowy
returned to the ocean along the Bay Shore.

Stirred up will be an estinmated
one mllion tons of toxic sedinent, including
PCBs, dioxins, |ead, methylnmercury,
petrochem cals, and arsenic, polluting both
the bay and ocean and destroyi ng ecosystens
of the tidel ands.

Further, as Transco trenches and
dredges to lay the pipeline using toxic
drilling fluids and new | ubricants, toxic
chem cals will be released into waters that
support the vul nerable comrercial and
recreational shellfish beds of the Bayshore,
as well as other marine life.

This pipeline will severely
I npact the bayshore. It will have a severely
negative inpact on the seabed, the benefit

communi ties, particularly oyster and clam
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colonies, and the health of the entire marine
ecosystem It wll also inpact its fishing
and its popul ar beaches and the coast al
econony it supports.

Its inpacts will also get into
our food chain and severely damage the
econom ¢ opportunities achieved by the nore
than 50 years of cleaning up Raritan Bay.
Those who rely on these waters for economc
opportunities will be heavily inpacted, as
wel | tourism and those just drawn to the
nat ural | andscape.

Based upon the extensive
envi ronnmental and econom ¢ danmage fromthe
| oss of this public resource, we again ask
the Council nenbers to vote no. Thank you
very much.

M5. MARI LA XIE: Thank you.

The next speaker is Danielle
McCul l och. Is there a Danielle MCull och?

The next speaker is Charlie

Krat ovi | .

MR, CHARLI E KRATOVIL: Good
nmorni ng, Council. M nane is Charlie
Kratovil. [|I'mthe Central Jersey organi zer
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wi th Food and Water Watch. M. G eenhouse
made great remarks, so |I'mnot going to
repeat what he said, but | do have two very
qui ck questi ons.

How many nenbers of the Council
are present and how many yes votes are
required to approve this?

MR. RANDY BEARCE: There are six
menbers present, and six are required for a
quorum for approval .

MR. CHARLI E KRATOVI L:

Under stood. Thank you for answering ny

guesti ons.

You know, | do want to keep it
sinmple. | respect the Council for your
vol unteer public service here. | know these

deci sions are often not easy decisions, but
today you do have an easy decision to nake.
The question before you is
whether this project is in the public
i nterest of New Jersey, and the answer is
clearly, it is not. None of the gas wll
serve New Jersey. W only take the
negatives; the risk of fire, explosion,

pol |l ution, and damage to our waterways. So
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this council is fully enpowered, any of the

si x menbers here today, wll be fully

enpowered to give a "no" vote and put a stop
to this madness.

| do want to raise a
consi deration here. The presentation from
staff inplied that the gas woul d be going to,
gquote, the National Gid. | just want to
clarify. W don't have a National Gid for,
you know, nethane gas. The National Gid is
a British multinational electricity and gas
utility conpany, and they are a private
corporation. Their interests are not aligned
with the State of New Jersey.

So serving that nultinationa
corporation does not equate wth the public
interest of New Jersey. So since this
proj ect serves only National Gid, it does
not serve the public interest of New Jersey.
So | would I respectfully ask the Council to
vote no, deny this utility license. Listen
to the people who are speaking up and
speaki ng out and have been speaki ng out

against this for over a decade now.

You can do the right thing today,
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if just one of you will vote no, we wll have
done a great thing today. That is all.
Thank you.

M5. MARY PAT ROBBIE: Randy, |
just wanted to Il et you know t hat we have
seven council nenbers present. M. Chall oner
has cone in.

MR. RANDY BEARCE: When did you
arrive, M. Challoner? |Is he there?

M5. ZOE BALDWN. Wile we are
waiting -- this is Council Menber Bal dw n.
Wiile we are waiting for folks to get back,
perhaps it would be hel pful if staff
reiterated the paraneters of our
deci si on-nmaking ability on the Council.

MS. MARY PAT ROBBIE: Zoe, are
you aski ng what factors we have to consi der
I n maki ng a deci sion?

M5. ZOE BALDW N. Yes, that was
not explicitly stated, and it seens to be a
poi nt of confusion for a | ot of people
testifying. So | just wanted to nmake cl ear
-- make sure that the public and the -- you
know, anyone on the call understood kind of

how we' re approaching this decision today.
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M5. MARY PAT ROBBIE: So when we
deci de whether to convey tidel ands, we have
to consider, is the conveyance a public
necessity; have the environnental inpacts
been adequately considered and addressed; is
fair market being received for the
conveyance; does the state have a need for
the property that we are conveying; and does
the project pose an inpedi nent to navigation?

They are the factors that we are
obligated to consider under the | aw and
regul ations that give us the authority to
sell and | ease state-owned tidel ands.

MR. STUART CHALLONER: This is
Stuart Chall oner, your question to ne
regarding when | got on. | got on at 10:06.
| had problens logging in. So | was a couple
of m nutes.

MR. RANDY BEARCE: So your heard
the full presentation so far?

MR. STUART CHALLONER: | heard
your presentation in the beginning and al
the testinony after.

MR. RANDY BEARCE: You didn't

vote on the neeting mnutes, but you heard
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all of the Transco matter?

MR, STUART CHALLONER: That is
correct.

MR, RANDY BEARCE: Ckay. Thank
you for clarifying that. So we have seven
counci| nmenbers who have been present for the
entire Transco natter.

M5. MARI LA XIE: Okay. The next

speaker is Linda Powell .

MS. LI NDA POAELL: | am Linda
Powel I . Good norning, everyone, it's still
norning. |'ma nenber of the Franklin

Townshi p Task Force on NESE and the Franklin
Townshi p Advi sory Board of Health, of a
heal t hcare professional, and in 2017, | was
asked by the Township council to keep them
i nformed of the public health hazards
associ ated with the proposed gas power, gas
Conpressor Station 206.
| am al so the health and air
quality issues coordinator of the Raritan
Val l ey Group of The New Jersey Sierra C ub.
Through ny research, |'ve | earned
that every systemin the human body can be

negatively inpacted, and that increased
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nortality rates and premature deaths were
associated with pollutants fromsuch a
conpressor station. Qur air and water, our
wetl ands, wildlife, and habitat are
t hr eat ened.

Construction of this pipeline
woul d dredge up and resuspend toxins buried

for decades, again contam nating our shores

and waters. Recently, we have benefited from

stricter environnental regulations and | aws.

The waters of the Raritan Bay,
| oner New Yor k Harbor, have been cl eaned up
since the high point of pollution in the
"70s. The toxins fromindustrial dunping
into the Hudson River and the bay, such as
PCBs, dioxins, |ead, and nmercury now lie
beneath the seabed. Obviously, they didn't
know t hat they were crossing state |lines, as
the waters do.

Allowing this project -- | am
sorry, | had to rewite this to nake it
shorter, and now | am|l osing nmy space.

Construction of this pipeline
woul d dredge up and resuspend these toxins

buried for decades, again contam nating our
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wat ers and shore.

WIllianms Transco plans to rel ease
3.2 mllion gallons of seawater treated with
CORRTREAT 15316. A highly toxic -- 1've been
sick -- a highly toxic chem cal harnful to
humans and ot her forns, and other life forns.
Its data safety sheets states, quote, this
product should not be allowed to enter
drains, water courses, or the soil.

Many New Jer seyans depend on the
cl ean water and access to the Raritan Bay for
their livelihood, and this pipeline certainly
woul d not be in their interest. The WIIlians
Transco Northeast Supply Enhancenent Proj ect
has changed very little in the past decade.

It is the sanme project with a different FERC
docket nunber that was denied by both the
NJDEP and the NYSDEC in 2019, and again in
2020, due to the damage it would do to our
wat ers.

What has changed is that we have
had sone of the hottest summers on record,
the col dest winters, forest fires, nore
frequent destructive storns, nore fl ooding,

and sea |l evels rising.
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M5. MARI LA XI E: Thank you, Linda
Powell. If you have a final sentence --

MS. LI NDA PONELL: Yeah. | was
just saying that allowing this project to go
forward wi |l danmage our econony, our
envi ronnment, and our health. The inpacts on
climate could lead to nore flooding and
damage and cost to people, nunicipalities,
and the State of New Jersey.

The NESE Pi peline project wll
undo decades of work to clean up our waters.
This project is certainly not in the public
interest for residents of New Jersey. This
is not a project of public need, but rather
of corporate greed.

Pl ease do your part, deny the
Tidelands Utility License for NESE as this
project is clearly not in the public
interest. Thank you.

M5. MARI LA XIE: Thank you.

The next speaker is Patty
Cronhei m

M5. PATTY CRONHEIM  Good
norning. M nane's Patty Cronheim |'mthe

program director of ReThi nk Energy New
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Jersey, a nonprofit pronoting clean energy.
And nore inportantly today, | think | ama
fourth generati on Monnouth County, Jersey
Shore resident.

| want to thank you for the
opportunity to speak today. | respectfully
urge the New Jersey Tidel ands Resource
Council to deny this license because it would
cause significant harmto the state's title
ecosystens, shellfish resources, and public
recreational waters, and it is in no way in
the public interest.

| want to tal k about
contam nation. W have all heard and we know
that it would suspend about a mllion cubic
tons of toxic sedinent. That directly
threatens commercial |icense clanm ng areas
that are | ong nmanaged in coordination with
the NJDEP. G anting NESE a |icense would be
in conflict and a threat to the existing
cl anm ng operation licenses that this very
counsel has previously granted.

These cl anm ng grounds represent
years of cleanup and restoration efforts

funded by mllions of New Jersey taxpayer
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dollars and billions of dollars, if you
i ncl ude the federal noney.

Any project that woul d
recontam nate this underm nes the investnent,
and jeopardi zes the livelihoods of New Jersey
shel I fish fishernen.

New Jersey's proposed coastline
di sposal of this toxic material would al so
further degrade coastal water quality,
putting at risk the health of mllions of New
Jersey residents and tourists. Personally, |
surf these waters all year around, with ny
dog Charlie, and | am deeply worried and
concerned about how easily sedinment pollution
translate into unsafe water conditions. And
| nonitor the water, and | knowthis is a
real issue to have clean water in our state.

And in terns of the wetl ands,
well, we all know how inportant wetlands is
to prevent flooding. |'ve submitted this
testinony, witten testinony, along with a
Princeton Hydro report submtted by Eastern
Envi ronnental Law Center, and -- back in
2019, that clearly shows that the wetl and

di sturbed soils are acid sulfate clays. Wen
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you expose and trenched through these,
regrowt h doesn't happen. You can see this
with the existing WIllianms Transco right of
way fromthe previous pipeline.

As a Jersey shore resident, who
has weat hered many storns, | know firsthand
the i nportance of maintaining healthy
wet | ands and -- and tidelands to prevent the
ever increasing risk of flooding, and we know
this is a maor NIJDEP priority.

For all these reasons, NESE
project conflicts with state environnenta
and resource managenent objectives. It could
conprom se ongoi ng cl eanup prograns, threaten
public health, and irreversibly damage title
habi tats that are under increasing threat
fromsea level rise and vitals New Jersey's
coastal resilience.

Lastly, I'd like to point out,
for the record, and you m ght here otherw se
today from sonme business folks, 1'd like to
poi nt out that NESE, an expensive, dirty,
met hane gas project that would lock us into
nore fossil fuel em ssions for decades to

come, NESE is a prine exanple -- of how
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energy should not be built at our expense for
the benefit of large | oad users and data
centers.

Mul tiple studies in the State of
New York has shown that NESE is not needed
for New York rate payers, but they're footing
the bill, and we here in New Jersey are
paying with our health, our safety, and our
environment. WIIlianms Transco --

M5. MARI LA XI E: Thank you,

Patty.

M5. PATTY CRONHEIM | was just
like to add, the one thing that stuck with
nme, because you're going to say -- have the
| ast statenent -- is that for this privilege,

for all this pollution and | ocking us into
fossil fuels for unneeded pipeline, WIIlians
Transco get to pay $14, 084, and that just, as
a New Jersey resident, a Jersey shore
resident, sticks in my craw, and |
respectfully request that the Council and
Governor Sherrill deny the proposed |icense
for the WIllianms Transco Northeast Supply
project. Thank you for your tinme and

consi der ati on.
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M5. MARI LA XI E: Thank you.

The next speaker is M|l ena
Bi npong.

M5. M LENA Bl MPONG  Good
norning. My nanme is Ml ena Binpong, and | am
commenting today on behalf of the New Jersey
League of Conservation Voters.

We urge the Tidel ands Resource
Council to deny the issuance of the Tidel ands
license for WIllians Transco's Northeast
Supply Enhancenent project. And the
Ti del ands Resource Council does not have al
of the necessary information that they need
to make a decision on the issuance of this
i cense today.

The issuance of this license is
not in the public's interest under any
ci rcunstances, as this project is a danger to
public health and the quality of our waters.
We have over 20 towns | ocated near the area
of the proposed pipeline who are opposed to
the project because it is not in the public
interest of their residents and woul d have
har nf ul econom c i npacts.

Additionally, many of these towns
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have significant popul ations that are
classified as overburdened conmunities, per
DEP criteria. This proposed pipeline would
have harnful inpacts on overburdened

comuni ties, and the DEP has a responsibility
to deny licenses and permts for proposed
projects that woul d di sproportionately affect
over burdened communi ti es.

Under New Jersey |law, the DEP has
a duty to protect the quality of our waters.
Thi s includes preventing projects that
degrade color, clarity, tenperature, or odor
or introduce oils, chemcals, or other
contam nants. W IIlianms Transco has not
denonstrated that the construction of this
pi peline would cut through the Raritan Bay
and | ower New York Bay, which would threaten
fragile marine ecosystens.

Construction would also disturb
cont am nated sedi nents, further jeopardizing
water quality that our conmunities rely on.
In addition, this project poses grave threats
to the economc, fishing, and recreationa
val ue of the Raritan Bay.

Beyond envi ronnental inpacts,
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this project poses serious econom c risks.
We al so have concerns about property val ues

and econom c inpact to our comunities,

shoul d constructi on nove forward. For these

reasons, we strongly urge you to deny the
I ssuance of WIllians Transco's |icense.
Protecting our waters, communities, and
econony nust remain a top priority. Thank
you.

M5. MARI LA XIE: Thank you.

The next speaker is D ane Heyer.

MS. DI ANE HEYER: Thank you so
much for letting us speak at this hearing.

My nane is Diane Heyer, and | live in

Hi ghgate Manor in Kendall Park, and | am al so

speaking for the people in ny devel opnent

here, in H ghgate Manor.

W all wll be living one mle --

| just wanted to say, fromthe gas Conpressor

Station 206 as well. The Northeast Supply
Enhancenment fossil fuel infrastructure
project fails to serve the public interest.

It will cause irreparable danage to Raritan

Bay's benthic ecosystem w |l disrupt toxic,

| ong- buri ed contam nants, thereby violating
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cl ean wat er standards and threatened public
trust and state-owned coastal |ands for the
foll owm ng reasons.

Nunmber 1, irreparable
envi ronnment al danage. The construction would
di srupt over 23 mles of seabed in the
Raritan Bay, harm ng shellfish beds and
mari ne resources.

Nunmber 2, resuspension of toxin
dredging threatens -- threatens to stir up
toxi ¢ contam nants, copper and nercury, from
the EPA-listed Raritan Slag Superfund site,
threatening water quality.

Nunmber 3, failure of public
interest test. COpponents argue the pipeline
serves New York energy needs whil e | eaving
New Jersey with only environnental risks,
violating the requirenment that tidel ands
usage nust be in the public interest.

Nunmber 4, inconsistency with
previous denials. Critics argue the proposal
is largely unchanged from previous
subm ssions that were officially rejected for
failing to neet water quality standards.

And finally, nunber 5, threat to
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coastal habitats. The project will destroy
wet | ands and nari ne habitat, harm ng coast al
ecosystens and public recreational resources,
such as areas near Cheesequake Park, which I
have fond nenories of as a child.

The Ti del ands Resource Council's
job is to protect the state's ecol ogi cal and
public health interest, rather than allow ng
a private corporation to use state-owned | and
for the installation of high-risk fossil fuel
i nfrastructure, bordering on environnental
di saster. Also, Wllianms is known for its
bad safety record.

This project is wholly
unnecessary to New Jersey, which wll get
nothing fromit except water and air
pol lution. The supporting Gas Conpressor
206, which will be built right next to active
dyna-m ning Trap Rock Quarry, wll disrupt --
will disrupt the |ives of many peopl e,
busi nesses, religious venues, schools, et
cet era.

| am sure you wouldn't want a gas
conpressor built in your backyard. Al so,

this has nothing to do with the permt we are
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tal king about, but | just want to rem nd
people as well, that this is an insult. And
this project is all about noney over the
quality of life.

And guess what, if nore projects
i ke this keep happening, there will be no
planet to live on and no place to spend the
noney extracted fromit. The many effects of
climate change, such as sea level rise, ocean
war m ng, and ice sheet nelting, are
consi dered irreversi ble on human tine scal es,
centuries to mllennia, while air
tenperatures could stabilize shortly after
greenhouse gas eni ssions cease, the damage
al ready done persists wth potential for
further catastrophic, uncontroll able changes
if critical tipping points are breached.

So NJDEP and Governor Sherrill,
am aski ng you to please do your job, and
pl ease deny this permt with prejudice. It
is your job to protect our health and clinate
for future generations to conme. And so far,
you have failed to do so by approving their
air and water permts. Again, New Jersey

gets nothing out of this project but
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pollution, and is not in the public interest.
Thank you.

M5. MARI LA XIE: Thank you. The
next speaker is Jenna Reynolds. |s Jenna
Reynol ds here?

The next speaker is Louise
Usechak.

MS. LOUI SE USECHAK: | am
speaki ng on behalf of League of Wnen Voters
of New Jersey and the 300 nenbers of The
Monmout h County League on whose board |
serve. W have |l ong-held positions
protecting public health and the environnent,
and deep concerns about Transco's NESE
pi pel i ne.

New Yor k does not need this
energy, and electric cable is about to bring
the city up to 20 percent of its electric
needs, from Canadi an hydroel ectric power.
Enmpire Wnd will help too. Toxic em ssions
from NESE' s conpressor station will create a
public health crisis in Central New Jersey.

Di ggi ng and backfilling a trench
out Raritan Bay w Il resuspend thousands of

tons of deadly toxins now sequestered under
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the sea floor. Wth the unique currents and
title flowin the bay, it will take up to
three years for toxins to settle down,

suf focati ng benthic conmunities,

contam nating the marine food chain,

i mpacting fish mgrations and mari ne manmal s,
and degradi ng coastal marshes al ong the

nort hern coast of Monnouth County, way beyond
where the pipeline actually goes. In

M ddl esex County too.

We have spent 50 years bringing
this bay back froma near-dead zone to its
current biodiversity. Thousands of jobs now
depend on its health. NESE will negatively
I npact the econom es of Monnouth County in
New Jersey by reducing tourismdollars to New
Jersey. 50.6 billion were received in 2024.

| nbound tides will bring the
resuspended toxins into the shore fromthe --
as they sweep in nore heavily fromthe
northern part of the bay. The Raritan River
turns the water to flow out, sluggishly, over
16 to 21 days, along the bay's rugged
sout hern shoreline and its marshes.

Keansburg gets its drinking water
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fromthe bay. Tidelands nmarshes are cruci al
nurseries for the bay, incubating fish eggs,
crabs, marine life, providing foraging and
nesting for wldlife and birds and helping to
mai ntain the health of the bay.

Once a marsh edge is broken, it
gets increasingly undercut and its platform
sluffs away. The infrastructure sinks in
marsh areas. And this pipeline will also go
through acid soils. Once exposed to air,
they may be unable to revegetate. These
damages coul d pave the way for a catastrophic
| oss of these marshes in the future. W need
themto provide climate resilience, to
mtigate sea-level rises and storm danage,
protect the biodiversity and food sources of
the bay, and the nmarine life it now supports,
wi t hout poisoning it.

Wth climte change and a
degraded bay, an al gal bl oom coul d occur
with -- along with other chall enges,
preventing us fromever restoring the bay to
its current health. Tidelands are held in
trust by New Jersey for our residents'

benefit. This pipeline brings no benefit.
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We urge you to deny Transco's
request for a Tidelands license. And thank
you for this opportunity to comrent.

M5. MARI LA XIE: Thank you.

The next speaker is Tom Yorke.
I's Tom Yor ke here?

The next speaker is Andrew
Provence. |s Andrew Provence here?

W wll nove on to the speakers
who have nessaged in chat, then.

MR, ANDREW PROVENCE: | am here.
Good norning. M nane is Andy Provence. |
ama life-long resident and duly a |licensed
attorney in the State of New Jersey. |
practice environnental law with a focus on
Ccean protection and | and conservation. |1'd
like to raise two points regarding the
Council's lack of authority to grant this
i cense.

First, is the public trust
doctrine. In New Jersey, Tidelands are held
in trust by the state for the benefit of the
peopl e of New Jersey. And as the speaker's
have -- before nme have said, there is no

public benefit to the residents of New Jersey
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of this application, only harnms. The gas is
going to New York. It is a benefit of
private corporation. There is no public
interest to the people of the State of New
Jersey on this |license.

Secondly, and respectfully, you
don't have the authority to grant this
application because of the so-called Stop
O fshore G| and Gas Act of 2018, which | had
a hand in drafting. The Stop Act provides
that no title or subnerged lands in state
waters shall be | eased for the purposes of
oil or natural gas exploration, devel opnent,
or production.

The reason that your authority
has been circunscribed is set forth by the
| egi sl ature, which found that oil and natural
gas devel opnent, exploration, and production
in New Jersey waters poses a serious and
unacceptable risk to the coastal resources of
the state, the water quality of the state,
and the continued viability of the State's
Shore Tourism and comrercial fishing
i ndustries.

Now, the Stop Act says that
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devel opnent i ncludes, but is not necessarily
limted to pipelines that connect to
production facilities in the Atlantic Ccean.
Well, what else is included? This project is
in the coastal zone, which is regul ated by
CAFRA, and further, the Stop Act is part of
CAFRA. CAFRA defines devel opnent to nean the
construction of any building or structure,

I ncl udi ng devel opnent and furtherance of a
commercial or industrial use. Hence, the
proposed natural gas |line through Raritan Bay
is prohibited by the plain | anguage of the
Stop Act in CAFRA

| also want to share sone insight

| gained fromassisting in the drafting of
the Stop Act. The original version of
| egi sl ati on woul d have strictly prohibited
of fshore drilling, but in subsequent versions
of the bill, that prohibition changed to
of fshore oil and natural gas exploration,
devel opnment, and producti on.

The | egi sl ative sponsors were
particularly concerned with the dangers posed
to the marine environnents, not just fromthe

active drilling, but fromthree types of

Page 90

Veritext Lega Solutions

800-227-8440

973-410-4040



© 00 N oo 0o b~ wWw N PP

N D N N NN P B P P P PR PR
a A W N P O © 00 N O 0o~ WO N+ O

Page 91

fossil fuel activities in state waters,
devel opnent bei ng one of them

And for good reason. Over the
| ast 20 years in the United States, there
have been over 1,400 docunented gas
transm ssion pipeline accidents that have
caused 37 deaths, 150 injuries, and over 2.5
billion dollars in property damage. And that
data doesn't include the deadly pipeline
expl osion in Edison, New Jersey in 1994.

So these are sone of the dangers
that our | egislature addressed by enacting
the Stop Act. To conclude, the Tidel ands
Resource Council lacks the authority to
circunvent the Stop Act by considering the
proposed license for natural gas devel opnent
in Raritan Bay. That is it. Thank you very
much.

M5. MARI LA XIE: Thank you.

The next speaker is Kristine
@unni ngham

M5. KRI STI NE GUNNI NGHAM My nane
Is Kristine Gunningham | am a resident of
Keansburg. And like others, | believe the

effects can be extrenely danagi ng to our
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comunity specifically. Keansburg is already
fl ood prone, already facing erosion, storm
vul nerability, along with many ot her

vul nerabilities, as prior speakers outlined,
and we sinply do not need nore.

It's been stated that the
pipeline will not disturb contam nated areas,
and to ne, that sounds |like the goal is to
not di sturb known contam nated areas. And as
we know, contam nation is often w despread,
poorly mapped, and even historically varied.

Al'so, public interest was cited
by the Applicant as a reason for approval.
And just yesterday, | collected 81 signatures
from Keansburg and nearby concer ned
residents, and these nanmes were collected in
one day. Many people had no idea that this
was occurring, and this was the first tine
that they've even heard about this project.

And out of every person that |
spoke to, not one person supported this
project. So the public is telling you all,
this is not a public necessity, which is part
of the voting criteria. And if it was public

necessity, people would be here to tell you
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so. This is our hone, and | really, really,
really, really hope that this Council wll
choose not to prioritize corporate profits
over our health and safety. Thank you.

M5. MARILA XIE: Thank you. The
next speaker Allison MLeod.

MS. ALLI SON MCLEOD: MWy nane is
Al'lison McLeod. | amthe intern executive
director for the New Jersey League of
Conservation Voters, statew de politica
voi ce for the environnment. But | also speak
to you today as a resident and a user of the
Raritan Bay shore. | went to school in Sandy
Hook. | started my environnmental career as a
kid on the bay, counting horseshoe crabs,
pi pi ng plover, studying our marine ecosystem
and our tidelands. And |I've spent ny
prof essi onal and personal |ife advocating for
our waters, our water quality, our conmunity

heal t h, and our marine ecosystens.

And | want to thank the vol unteer

nmenbers of the Council, and | acknow edge
your tinme here today, hearing these concerns.
| know you've heard a |l ot of frustrations

from speakers. And while we fully understand
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the limtations of this body, I wll also
note, there haven't been ot her places for
residents to express their frustrations,

their concerns, and their fears to Transco.

Even when speaking with our | ocal

el ected officials, as the speaker before ne
just said, even a |ot of the towns we spoke
with had no infornmation about the project,
and there has been not public engagenent on
it.

And even calling back to the
begi nning of this presentation, nenbers of
the Council had questions about the as-built
schematics and nore information that you
would i ke to see. So | would just the
Council to please not vote to approve this
project, when there are still questions about
the actual infrastructure and construction.

And regardi ng sonme of the charge
of the Council when maki ng the decision that,
of course, raises concerns for ne what
whet her the inpacts have been properly
assessed or shared with you, the decision
makers. And you know, regarding other uses

for this tideland, | think you -- for the
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Ti del ands area, as you've heard froma | ot of
the ot her speakers about the inprovenents for
oyster, for shell fisheries, for recreation,
for hook-and-line fishing.

And as others have said, there is
no benefit to the residents of the State of
New Jersey. W take only the risk. You've
heard the degradation that this would cause
to the Tidel ands resources, and | want to
underscore the environnental concerns of al
of the speakers before ne. And regarding the
envi ronnment al inpact and assessnent, | wll
note, as others have, that this project was
denied twi ce before by the State of New
Jersey and previously by the state of New
York for failure to neet water quality
standards, including the waters of our
Ti del ands.

So | thank you all for your tine
today, and | respectfully urge you to deny
the license for this project. Thank you.

M5. MARI LA XIE: Thank you.

The next speaker is Sue
Bernstein. Sue Bernstein is not avail able.

The next speaker is Celeste
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Ri cano. [ Ph]

M5. CELESTE RICANO. First, |
want to thank the Tidel ands Resource Counci
for hearing our comments, and also, | want to
t hank the Ti del ands Resource Council and the
NJDEP for the very informative Tidel ands 101
webi nar, which you recently hosted, and | did
viewit. | be -- becone nore famliar with
the Council's responsibilities. So thank you
for both.

On March 28, over 8 mllion
peopl e gathered across the United States
speaking up to protect not only our -- their
rights, but also those of their neighbors.
And the nessage was | oud and clear. Enough
Is enough. So here we are today with the
sane nessage because clinmate justice is a
basi ¢ human right.

A coalition of 28 environnenta
and 20 advocacy organi zati ons have
successful ly opposed this project for al nost
a decade. | know it nust be tiring to hear
all of these public comrents, but just
I magine howtiring it is for us to have to

continually voice our opposition for over ten
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years.

Each time the DEP, the NJDEP has
denied WIllians Transco the necessary pernts
to build this toxic conpressor station and
pipeline, and it is appalling that WIIlians
Transco has again reopened their unchanged
application. How? Do they think they have
carte bl anche now because of the federa
governnent's pro oil and nethane gas
policies?

Since 2008, ten WIlians
Transco' s pipelines and conpressor stations
have expl oded. These incidents have killed
six people and injured 103 residents. In
addition, the fires and expl osi ons have
rel eased nethane into the atnosphere |eveling
bui | di ngs and contam nati ng groundwater. The
risk of a conpression -- a conpressor station
fire and explosion is extrenely high because
t he proposed conpressor station, which goes
along with this pipeline, would be only yards
fromthe Trap Rock quarry in Franklin
Townshi p, where nearby residents routinely
experi ence ground-Ilevel blasting incidents.

Just one conpressor st ation can
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| eak an estimated 870 kil ograns of nethane
into the atnosphere each hour. Now, that is
t he equi pnent i npact on the environnent of
bur ni ng seven tanker trucks every day. Al ong
wi th buried contam nant -- contam nated

sedi nent, disruptive because of the dredging
needed for this pipeline, would rel ease over
one mllion tons of toxins into the Raritan
Bay, suffocating fish eggs and contam nating
t he food chai n.

And, of course, this would
I nclude the Tidel ands area where those
ecosystens woul d be directly inpact ed.

The NJDEP states on their website
that all rights in the tidelands and the
water itself are held by the state in trust
for the benefit of the public. So this
proposed net hane conpressor station and
pipeline is directly in violation of their
pl edge to protect and preserve our waterways
for the public utilizing these areas, both
for econom c opportunities and vital New
Jersey tourism

This one-billion-dollar fossil

fuel expansion project will not benefit New
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Jersey residents. Instead, it wll cause
si ckness, destruction, and death.

The Ti del ands Resource Counci |
has the power to deny WIllians Transco this
license and nust do so, putting an end to
this disastrous project once and for all.
Enough is enough. Thank you.

M5. MARI LA Xl: Thank you.

MR. RANDY BEARCE: Did we --

yeah. | see that we have -- did we skip Kirk
Frost? | had them-- | had Celeste | ater on
down. | have a Kirk Frost, N dhi Kul karni,

and Ray Cantor on the chat |ist.

M5. MARILA XIE: Kirk Frost is
next .

MR. RANDY BEARCE: Ckay.

MR, KIRK FROST: | loved all the
comments so far, and | also very nuch
appreciate the Council listening to us and --
with objectivity, which | greatly appreciate
i n consideration.

A lot of folks have already
tal ked about the public interest aspect. |
guess one question with the public interest

is whether or not -- | recall nmany years ago
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needl es showi ng up on the shore. So ny
question with this project, what's going to
show up on the shore after it.

But future state use is another
aspect of Tidel ands Council that needs to be
revi ewed and determ ned. And determ ne
whet her the state may have a future use for
the tidelands. Well, the New Jersey 2025
Conpre -- Conprehensive Cimate Action Plan
makes clear that the New Jersey future needs
for coastal resilience shoreline protection,
wet | and restoration, and natural carbon
sequestration are expanding. These use --
uses depend on the very sane coastal near
shore |l ands that the NESE project seeks to
occupy.

Approving a fossil easenent woul d
permanently constrain the State's docunented
future uses, and directly contradict the
climate -- Conprehensive Cimate Action
Plan's directives to halt natural gas
expansi on, protect coastal ecosystens, and
build a climte-resilient shoreline
I nfrastructure.

Anot her aspect is the appropriate
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fee. | did enjoy soneone conmmenting about
that before. Before issuing any Tidel ands

| ease, the Council nust determ ne an
appropriate fee. Wen a proposed project
materially contradicts the states climte
action plan, forecloses future state uses of
ti del ands, and inposes clinbing ecol ogi cal
damages on present and future generations,
the Council nust expl ain what nethodol ogy it
will use to calculate the full damage-based
cost to New Jersey residents.

What fee is going to account for
this? 12K a year or 14K, whatever it was,
14K a year certainly does not accommbdate the
damage it's going to do to New Jersey, and we
are still very ignorant about what natural
gas transm ssion pipelines do to our
envi ronment and our health and safety.

Finally, there's one |ast thing
that | couldn't find on the website, and
goi ng through the regul ati ons of the
Ti del ands Council, it says: "The Tidel ands
Counci |l shall devel op an informational guide
entitled 'GQuide to the Tidel ands' which shal

be witten in clear and plain |anguage."
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| couldn't find that. | was
| ooking for that to help ne think of what to
say. But thank you for your consideration,
and please listen to all the experts that

have spoken. They have done excell ent.

Thank you.

M5. MARI LA XIE: Thank you.

The next speaker is Nedhi
Kul karni. She cannot unnute, apparently.

| suppose I'll read their
comrent .

| ama M ddl esex County resident
and voter. | strongly urge the TRC to deny
the utility license. | am against the NESE

pi peline due to the foll ow ng points.

Pi pel i nes | eak enornous anounts
of met hane, a stronger greenhouse gas and
CO2, which directly contributes to the
climate energency.

The nost recent annual State of
the Air Report by the Anerican Lung
Associ ation warns that nearly half of all
children across the country are regularly
exposed to dangerously high levels of toxic

air pollution. According to their report,
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M ddl esex County has an F grade for ozone and
has only on been receiving passing grades for
annual particle pollution counts since --
approxi mately 2010. | do not want to reverse
the progress we' ve nade.

G ven the conpany's history, | am
not confident in their ability to keep our
comunity safe and healthy. According to
Pi peline Safety Trust, PST analyzed publicly
avai |l abl e records and found that the Transco
system has nore incidents than nost
pi pelines. Even when adjusting for the
| ength of Transco. WIllians Co is worse than
in other gas transm ssion operators in
fatalities, cost per incident, and rel eases
per incident.

The construction of the proposed
unmanned conpressor station could create air
and water pollution by releasing toxic
chem cals. The gases and toxins emtted by
conpressor stations increase the risks of
ast hma, cardi ovascul ar, neurol ogi cal, del --
devel opnental , and respiratory di seases and
cancers. The higher pressure and speed of

the gas comng fromthe conpressor stations
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i ncreases the risk of |eaks, fires, and
expl osi ons.

A pipeline under the Raritan Bay
coul d dredge up toxins buried for decades and
cause pollution, increase flooding, and
destroy critical wetlands and habitats. The
peopl e do not want this. Thank you to
everyone here.

M5. MARI LA XIE: The next speaker
Is Ray Cantor.

MR, RAY CANTOR  Thank you.
Thank you for the opportunity to testify here
today. M nane is Ray Cantor. | amwth the
New Jersey Busi ness and | ndustry Associ ati on,
NJBI A -- large association, representing the
busi ness community, as we are strongly in
support of this project.

And we ask the Council to approve
the license. (Inaudible) -- recognize that a
strong econony i s dependent on -- (inaudible)
-- reliable sources of energy and the
infrastructure that is necessary to bring it
to the region, and this project neets both of
t hose standards.

W are not concerned that npbst of
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the gas will be going to New York State. W
recogni ze that we are a nation of individua
states. One state should not be in the
position to deny energy resources to another
state. That is why we have worked

overl ooking the entire project, and if we
were to accept that proposition, New Jersey
woul d be -- (inaudible) -- states of nerely
deciding to deny our energy resources.

W have already seen a need for
this project for the fact that FERC has
approved it, and the environnental concerns
-- (inaudible) -- New York and all the
permts the New Jersey Departnent of
Environmental Protection as issued the fact
that those per its have been issued and
approved it shows that it needs all
envi ronnmental standards that are in place.

It is not the role of this
comm ssion or this Council to second-guess
the experts both at New York and DEP whose
expert is to make those specific judgnents.
The role of this Council is really to | ook
and see whether or not there are conflicts

with other tidelands or riparian users to
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(i naudi bl ) conpensation is addressed, and
again, to make sure that entities such as
FERC and DEP have -- (i naudible).

So in conclusion, we are strongly
in support of this project. W think it is
going to help the regional -- (inaudible).

And therefore, the business -- (inaudible) --
in New Jersey, and we ask that the Counci

approve the license today. Thank you very

much.

M5. MARI LA XIE: Thank you.

It is 12:05. W will go on
anot her five-mnute break, and we will return
at 12:10. And in the neantime, | wll nmake a

slide for the renmini ng speakers so that
peopl e know when they are cued.

(Renote neeting recessed at 12:05
p.m and resuned at 12:11 p.m)

M5. MARI LA XIE: The next speaker
Is Judith Canepa.

M5. JUDI TH CANEPA: Thank you to
the TRC for this opportunity to speak. | am
Judith Canepa. |'ma VET board nenber and
energy conservation commttee chair in New

York city, and a nenber of the sane energy
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network. So a little history, thanks to a
massi ve groundswel | of resistance by New
Jersey and New York to the NESE, our New York
State DEC denied the pipeline in our waters
for three years in a row, 2018 through 2020.

Wl lianms Transco could not craft
a plan to ensure safety fromthe contam nants
bel ow t he seabed. Neither horizontal,
directional drilling or any other nethod,
shal | ow or deep, could prevent plunes of
harnful silt from choking the benthic
creatures, release of toxic heavy netal
contam nants, couldn't be -- couldn't be
assured of prevention, such as nercury,
arseni c, copper.

Sadl y, our current governor
rel axed her scrutiny because of sone federa
pressures and, of course, our DEC and our PSC
followed suit. But nothing has changed since
2020. | suggest the Council take a good | ook
at WIllians' safety record. W've heard
about pipeline conpanies in general, but
WIllians, they are based in lahoma, and
it's often thanks to the | ocal people that

any al arns have been sounded. They have had
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to pay over $3.4 mllion in fines since 2008
and 8 deaths -- six deaths and hundreds of
injuries, thanks to failures in corrosion
noni tori ng excavati on and equi pnent
mai nt enance.

W' ve al so established, through
i ndependent consultants, that the projections
of a future need for gas are seriously flawed
inthat, in fact, with our increasing
efficiency standards and things |ike that our
fast-growi ng use of heat punps, which are two
and three tinmes nore efficient than the best
boil ers, our public housing is rapidly
switching to heat punps, our city, our state,
we have deadlines for em ssion reductions,
that neans we have to and will nove off
fossil fuels.

Fi ndi ngs are supporting
I ndependent projections that instead of
National Gid projecting that there will be
nore consuners and a greater need for gas,
the use has flat-lined. Wat hasn't
flat-lined are seawater rise, species
declined, intense weather, health inpacts

fromair pollution, fromconpressor stations
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and | eaky pipelines and, of course, our gas
bills. National Gid s giant gas storage
facility in Geenpoint, Brooklyn can't show,
even after this past ferocious wnter, that
there is a need for NESE s gas.

And indeed, we learned that it
will likely go out into the open market, and
bi dders are going to be, who el se, data
centers. W don't need this gas, especially
at the expense of New Jersey. And we don't
want to see our own utility bills continue to
skyrocket. Please, Conm ssion, please deny
this application. And if that is too
chal | engi ng for today, | would suggest you
wi sely delay your decision until the
resolution of the lawsuits that are pending
in New Jersey and New York that were
menti oned at the head of this hearing by
M. G eenberg of the EELC. Thank you so
much.

M5. MARI LA XIE: Thank you. The
next speaker is Dennis Hart.

MR, DENNI S HART: Thank you very
much for the opportunity to testify today.

My name is Dennis Hart. | amthe
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Executive Director of the Chem stry Counci

of New Jersey, formally the Executive
Director of the Environnental Infrastructure
Trust for New Jersey, Assistant Conm ssi oner
For Environnmental Regul ation, D rector of
Water Quality, and Assistant Director For
Site Renediation.

Chem stry Council of New Jersey
represents manufacturers of chem cal s,
phar maceuti cal s, energy devel opnment, as well
as personal care products. The nunber one
cost to an energy -- to a manufacturer in New
Jersey is the cost of energy. Energy is 60
to 80 percent of the cost of the products
manuf actured in New Jersey is due to the cost
of energy. Qur manufacturers are already
payi ng 55 percent nore for electricity than
the rest of the country.

So we -- and we are not | ooking
at an energy crisis in the future. W're
facing an energy crisis and energy shortage
right now | amhere to testify in support
of the application. Wen you | ook at energy
supply, you just can't look at it from one

state to another, one systemto another, one
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muni cipality to another, you have to consi der
the northeast as one | arge energy basin, and
a shortage in one area inpacts the entire
basi n.

Take, for instance, this | ast
wi nter we went through. In very heavy
w nters, nmanufacturers are asked to cut back
on natural gas supply, and so are electricity
generators. And what they do is either cut
back on manufacturing or it's substituted
with fuel oil, a nmuch dirtier energy
generation. So then having clean natural gas
as opposed to switching the fuel oil is a
benefit, not only to the environnment, but
it's also a benefit to the econony.

| trust that the DEP staff, in
all of the various permtting prograns, have
t horoughly reviewed all of the applications,
taken into consideration all of the public's
comments, as well as the environnmenta
regul ati ons, and in approving these projects
have done their duty to conply with all the
environnmental | aws and regul ati ons.

Wth that in mnd, we fully

support this project, and we | ook forward to
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the project being inplenmented. Thank you.

M5. MARI LA XIE: Thank you. The
next speaker is Jill Aquino.

Jill, is it possible for you to
put on headphones because your m crophone is
| can picking up yourself and echoi ng.

M5. JILL AQUING | don't think I
have headphones to put on.

(Di scussion off the record.)

M5. JILL AQUNO Hello, ny nane
is Jill Aquino, and I live in Sussex County,
New Jersey. | ama former pediatric nurse, a
former pediatric psychiatric nurse, a forner
school nurse, and currently an environnmenta
heal t h nurse working at NYU Medical --

(i naudi bl e) -- Environnental nedica --
Medi ci ne division, wth the Ramapo Leanpe
turtle clan and deer clan who live in

Ri ngwood, New Jersey, and in Hillburn, New
Yor k.

| would like to thank the NJDEP
for previous denial of Transco's prior permt
applications. This project has not changed
since Transco's first failed applications and

shoul d be deni ed again.
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| am deeply opposed to the NESE
pi peline project and its associ at ed
conpressor station, as this project wll have
very serious inpacts on water quality, both
during and after construction.

There needs to be a rapid and
just transition to 100 percent renewabl e
energy immedi ately. Not further
infrastructure for natural gas. And by the
way, natural gas is not clean. The product
transported by NESE pipeline is a fossil fuel
t hat dangerously contributes to clinmate
change.

Met hane, the primary conponent of
natural gas, is a potent greenhouse gas that
| eaks from pi pelines, contributing to overall
greenhouse gas em ssions and ground-| evel
ozone. Methane contributes to the form ng of
ground-1 evel ozone by reacting with other
harnful air pollutants when sunlight is
present. This causes dangerous respiratory
i1l nesses, especially in children, birth
defects, chronic heart and |lung issues, and
cancer.

There are nine mllion premature
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deat hs each year, which equates to
one-in-five deaths and overall increased
nortality rates.

A Harvard study found that 8
mllion people worldw de died in 2018 from
fossil fuel pollution. This is the
equi val ent to the popul ati on of New York
Cty.

Significantly reduci ng nethane
em ssions is crucial for conbatting both
cli mate change and ground-|evel ozone
pollution. W already know that climte
change is affecting our entire planet.

The ut nost concern nust be about
t he people, our forests, our drinking water,
our air, and not the pipelines thenselves or
t he pipeline conpanies, or the exorbitant
anount of noney the pipeline industry nmakes
as a direct result of our forests, our |and,
and our water, which are all being
contam nated. And the risks are highly
expl osi ve when pipelines are built or
expanded.

The heal th of our nation has

never been nore at risk with the asthma rates
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-- never seen at the levels they are seen
currently.

| spoke to Congress in front of
in our nation's capital on Septenber 14, 2021
about our nation's air and the poor health of
our children. As a fornmer school nurse of 16
and a half years, |'ve seen, firsthand, how
poor health of our planet is directly
negatively inpacting the health of our
children, and this will continue if we do not
take a stand agai nst the NESE pipeline
proj ect and say no nore pipelines.

The heal th and wel | - bei ng of our
pl anet must be our top priority. And noving
forward with a major fossil fue
i nfrastructure project, like NESE, wll be
devastating to the public's health and public
safety. | enploy you today to inmediately
abol i sh the NESE pi peline project, as this
project in -- conpressor stations, a very
serious, short and long-term disastrous
interacts on the environment, the wildlife,
its habitat destruction, water, air
pol | ution, noise disturbance, and

environnental effects that are not m ni num
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whi ch contribute to climte change.

Thank you for allowng ne to
speak today. | urge the license for the NESE
pi peline be denied by this Council, NJDEP, as

it was before, and Governor MKkie Sherrill.

Thank you.

M5. MARI LA XIE: Thank you.

The next speaker is Jessie
Li ndsay.

M5. JESSI E LI NDSAY: Everything |
was going to say has been said. | just want

to rem nd people that we are not the owners
of the earth or the sea. W only borrow t hem
when we are living. W can't allow a few
corrupt politicians, enphasizing corrupt, to
determ ne that that's what the people want.
Ckay.

Busi nesses do not want NESE. W
will lose bills of dollars. 1'd like to see
the list of signatures of business owners,
knowi ng these facts, that indeed they want
NESE. | don't believe it. Gkay. This has
been deni ed again and again, and the only
reason why its being brought up again is

because certain regi nes deci ded that they
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were going to get a percentage of that

pi pel ine. CEO executives are going to get
mllions of dollars every year that that
pi pel i ne exi sts.

New York didn't want it. That
was a dirty deal with Hochul and Trunp. And
New Jersey didn't want it. GCkay. So al
this stuff about businesses wanting it is
false. It wll kill the boating industry,
the fisher industry. Al the tourists that
cone in for all of that, the beaches, the
animal life, we to nurder dol phins, turtles,
endangered species, like turtles, clans,
oysters, whal es, horseshoe crab, Atlantic
sturgeon, winter flounder. No one asked the
fisherman, did they.

It is ridiculous that for ten
years |'ve been fighting this, and I w |
never get tired of fighting this. So don't
think that this is over. And the Tidel ands
Resource Council, wow, you have a | ot of
power in your hands, and | hope you neke the
ethical and only right decision to be nade.
Thank you very nuch.

M5. MARI LA XIE: Thank you.
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The next speaker is Kin Gee.

MR. KIN GEE: (Good afternoon.
Thank you for the opportunity to speak. M
nanme is Kin Gee. | serve as president of the
Grass Root Group called CHARGE, Consuners
Hel pi ng Affect Regul ation of Gas and
Electric. Qur group was founded in 2018 to
be the public voice of New Jersey's nore than
3 mllion individual consuners in public
policy discussions, the |egislation process,
and the regulation of utility energy sectors.

| am speaking today to urge the
Council to deny the final utility |icense
needed for the construction of WIIlians
Transco NESE project. For the record, we
started a petition opposing the project and
have gat hered nore than 4, 000 signatures.
You heard from many groups already about the
envi ronnmental concerns. So in the interest
of time, | won't repeat them

However, | would like to
enphasi ze, just for the record, in April
2024, WIllians Transco wote to FERC, the
Federal Energy Regul atory Comm ssion, that it

-- the NESE certificate expired in My 2024,
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and w Il not be seeking anot her extension.

And in June of 2024, FERC issued
the order vacating the certificate of order.
Unfortunately, in June 2025, WIIlianms Transco
reapplied to build this project, only after
federal action by the new Trunp
adm ni stration and negotiation with the State
of New YorKk.

So | just want to conclude with
this, the NESE pipeline project was filed
under pretext and represents a noney grab
froma | arge energy conpany. The pipeline
does not connect to any existing New Jersey
pipelines. It serves no public interest for
New Jersey. Unfortunately, people living
near and downw nd of the gas regul ator
station, marine life, fisherman, clamers,
recreational user of Raritan Bay could al
becone col |l ateral damage.

Therefore, we join with other
advocates in urging you to deny the utility
license for the NESE project. Thank you.

M5. MARI LA XIE: Thank you.

The next speaker is Paige

Pi nckney.
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MS. PAI GE PI NCKNEY: Thank you
very much to everyone for the opportunity to
speak today. | am speaking to you today, not
just as a resident of New Jersey, but as
someone who grew up on Keuka Lake, which is
part of the Finger Lakes region of Upstate
New York, and is untouched by hydrofracking
i nfrastructure of any kind.

| grew up wat chi ng countl ess
coalitions, commttees, and |l egal teans fight
tooth and nail to keep hydrofracking out of
New York State, just |ike the organizations
present in this neeting today are fighting to
keep fracked gas infrastructure from doing
the exact sane kind of harmto New Jersey.

Their efforts were so successf ul
and so clearly in the best interests of New
York State that hydrofracking is permanently
banned in New York State. And since then,

t hese hydrofracki ng conpani es have pivoted to
pi peline infrastructure, which since 2010,
the vast mpjority of these projects have been
refused by New York State or abandoned by
their devel opers because the pipelines and

conpressor stations damage the | and and the

Veritext Lega Solutions
800-227-8440 973-410-4040



© 00 N oo 0o b~ wWw N PP

N D N N NN P B P P P PR PR
a A W N P O © 00 N O 0o~ WO N+ O

Page 121

wat erways just as nuch as the fracking
itself.

From 2016 to 2021, three projects
representing 931 mles of pipeline, sone of
whi ch was al so supposed to run through New
Jersey was fought off. These projects, for
your research, for the Pilgrims
Constitution, and WIllians pipelines.

Now, a fracking pipeline project
that had been denied for years, pulls a
conpl ete 180 on approvals over the course of
mere nonths, that represents an unprecedent ed
reversal in New York State and New Jersey
State policy. And the timng should alarm
everyone invol ved.

Regardl ess of the permts that
have been granted, the state's reversal on
these policies, this project represents an
abuse of the relationship between New York
State and New Jersey, and strai ght hypocrisy
by the state of New Jersey, who knows t hat
this infrastructure danages the environnent
and negatively affects residents and
ecosyst ens.

Now, you stated, wth your
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reiteration of the Council's duty, that it is
the Council's duty to weigh the pipeline's
value for the State of New Jersey. There is
clearly zero val ue and i nmeasur abl e harm

| hope that you choose to protect
the Tidel ands of New Jersey in the ways New
York has always protected its own waterways
and tributaries fromfracking and fracking
infrastructure, since fracking started in
earnest in this country. Thank you very
much.

M5. MARI LA XIE: Thank you.

The next speaker is Rick Jones.

MR. RI CHARD JONES: Richard
Jones, Highlands, New Jersey. You've |likely
heard the buzz word "fungi bl e" being applied
to crude oil prices recently, and I am
| ooki ng at a Federal Reserve Bank chart that
conpares the Henry Hub US natural gas spot
price to the European Union spot price.
There is a large spread. W are payi ng nuch,
much | ess than the rest of the world.

People residing in the US
currently benefit fromabundant U S. natura

gas supplies and payi ng nuch | ess than nost
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ot her countries. US natural gas is currently
| ess fungi ble than crude oil because there is
a limted anmount of LNG export capacity.

What does this have to do with
NESE, the NESE Pi peline? There may be
ul terior notives.

April 28, in Croatia, Secretary
Wi ght signed an agreenent to grow Anerican
LNG exports. There have been three attenpts
to build an offshore LNG facility in the
vicinity of where the NESE pipeline would
term nate.

The al |l eged need was to inport
natural gas to Long Island, but the Deepwater
Port Act and the Energy Policy Act would
al l ow exporting. This chart -- this chart
fromthe National Gid Report, long-term
capacity of Brooklyn, Queens, Staten Island,
and Long Island, it shows that there --
except for a few spi kes, the pipeline
capacity that is existing is well-bel ow
what's defined as the design day.

There's a press rel ease, February
5, 2026, National Gid press release. It

says that it neets the record demand for Long
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I sland natural gas custoners as arctic bl ast
bl ankets to the northeast. Quote, Natural
Gid delivered record anounts of natural gas
to its Long Island, Rockaway, Peninsul a
custoners. |f anything, perhaps all Long
I sl and needs -- requires is building sone
storage capacity for the occasional spikes.
Is this project for Long Island
or part of the plan to export our country's
precious finite natural gas resources? |If it
is the latter, that is a sure fire way to
i ncrease energy cost US rate payers, because
we'll be paying -- we'll be in direct
conpetition with the gl obal market and
rapi dly depleting our natural gas reserves.
So | refer to Reuter's May 1,
2026, story, while Asian and Europe scranble
for natural gas, US glut has nowhere to go.
And al so Public G tizen, Decenber
16, 2025, Trunp LNG Energy Export Policy cost
househol d 12 billion in first nine nonths of
2025.
| f Governor Mkie Sherrill truly
wants to drive down energy prices for New

Jersey, or at least mnimze the increases,
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she shoul d deny approval for this project. |
suggest -- | suggest the Council ask the
pipeline if this pipeline capacity wll ever
facilitate exporting natural gas. For the
sake of New Jersey residents, | encourage the
Council to deny this Tidelands |icense.

Thank you.

M5. MARI LA XIE: The next speaker
Is Don G eenberg.

MR. DON GREENBERG: Hi . So ny
nanme is Don Greenberg. |'ma resident of
Bradl ey Beach, New Jersey, and the at-I|arge
chair of the Surfrider Foundation New Jersey
Shore Chapter, whose nmission it is to protect
t he oceans, waves, and beaches for
everybody's enjoynent. Pretty nuch, the
previ ous speakers stole ny thunder,
especi al ly Pai ge Pinckney, | think she was
| ooki ng at mny notes.

But a couple things that 1'd |ike
to bring up, one, in the beginning,

M. Bearce said that this crosses no
contam nated sites, this pipeline. Wereas,
it does. Part of the Raritan Bay Loop would

go through the Raritan Bay Slag Superfund
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site, where there is buried | ead, arsenic,
antinony, copper, iron, and chromum Those
are the primary contam nants. Oher neta
cont am nants are manganese, vanadi um zinc.

Areas 7 and 11 of the Raritan Lag
Superfund site are part of the NESE
construction work space, where there is toxic
| evel s of | ead, arsenic, and other heavy
nmetal s that have been found by the EPA and
t he NJDEP.

That is one point, and that is
just one of many points. | don't know how
this Council could consider approving
anyt hi ng that goes through a Superfund site.
It just defies common sense.

The other thing that | would Iike
to bring up is sonething personal. M
daughter noved to Keyport, less than a mle
and a half fromwhere this pipeline would
enter the bay, because of the beauty of the
bay, a bay that has been restored over
decades, and we shouldn't destroy this bay
for a profit grab by a nultinational conpany.

|'"d also Iike to address

sonething said by M. Hart about clean

Veritext Lega Solutions
800-227-8440 973-410-4040



© 00 N oo 0o b~ wWw N PP

N D N N NN P B P P P PR PR
a A W N P O © 00 N O 0o~ WO N+ O

Page 127

natural gas. There is no such thing as clean
natural gas. Frominception to
transportation to use, it is not a clean
energy source. And M. Cantor had said that
it was approved by FERC, so it nust be okay.

|"d like to rem nd the nmenbers of
the Council, FERC never nmet a pipeline it
didn't like. | don't renenber any case where
FERC has deni ed a pipeline.

And lastly, | would inplore the
Council to deny this application and pl ease,
pl ease, do not sell our health and our
environnment for 30 pieces of silver. Thank
you very much

M5. MARI LA XI E:  Thank you.

The next speaker --

MR JOE GRABAS:. Chairperson,
before we go on, this is Joe Gabas, the chat
roomis not neant for continuing
decl arations, as we nove forward. Everybody
has their tine, and we can't continue to have
t housands of comments and information | oaded
onto us here. You have your opportunity to
talk. And then we nove to the next person.

I think you nmade that clear in the beginning.
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M5. MARY PAT ROBBIE: | did, and
I was going to say sonething, but yes, please
refrain fromusing the chat for anything but
signing up to speak. Thank you.

M5. MARI LA XIE: Okay. The next
speaker i s Harsh Bhargava.

MR. HARSH BHARGAVA: This is
Harsh. First, lots of thanks to the
honor abl e nenbers of the Tidel ands Counci
for their patient listening to our serious
concer ns.

Since so many speakers have
al ready given hard facts of why this project
wll be terrible for environment, for our
wat er resources, our bay, our health, our
econony, | amgoing to take a different
perspective. Let ne take a gl obal
perspective of where we are.

China is our economc, political,
mlitary conpetitor. And it is getting way
ahead of us in one of the nobst inportant
aspect of scientific growth, which is solar
and wi nd products. According to New York
Times, China has got 2.2 gigawatt, over 26

percent of their country's need of
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el ectricity from-- solar and w nd energy.
Where we are, we used to be -- we produced
480 gi gawatt, about one-fourth of what China
IS producing, and we are the country that

di scovered solar energy. That is it. That
is areal slap on our face that we have

al | oned ot her people to grow, because we have
taken the easy and dirty way of using gas.

So | would request the honorable
nmenbers to hel p us get back, our country
back, back to the great traditions of
i nnovati on, of advancenent, of | ooking |ong
term and | would urge, hunbly, although
know it is not going to be hard, but | would
urge Transco to please junp on sol ar and
cl ean energy and becone the | eaders there,
not just for our future, but for your future.
Thank you very nuch.

M5. MARI LA XIE: Thank you.

The next speaker is Anshul QGupta.
Is Anshul QGupta here? | see the name Anshul
GQupta in the presenter list. You are
currently nmuted. Are you able to unmute?

MR, ANSHUL GUPTA: Yes, | have

unmuted. Are you able to hear ne?
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MS. MARI LA XI: Yes.

MR, ANSHUL GUPTA: (I naudible).

MR. RANDY BEARCE: You have a bad
connection. Can you maybe try to | og back
in, or use the call-in nunber, and we can see
i f you can have the opportunity to speak

later on, but it is a very bad connecti on.

MR ANSHUL GUPTA: | will try
|ater. Are you able to hear ne now, by the
way ?

MS. MARI LA XIE:  Yes.

MR. RANDY BEARCE: A little bit
better, but it is still skipping. Go on.

See if we can hear you. Go ahead.
MR, ANSHUL GUPTA: kay. Good

afternoon. M nane is Anshul Gupta. |'mthe
Pol and ser -- director for New York
association -- (inaudible) also a New Jersey

resi dent, Bergen County. Thank you for this

opportunity to speak.

Plus, | like to speak as the New
York Policy -- Director on the origin of the
NESE pi pelines -- (inaudible).

MR. RANDY BEARCE: | think we are

| osing you. W are going to have to
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di sconnect you. You are in and out. If you
want to try and |l og back in --

MR, ANSHUL GUPTA: | will try
| ater. Thanks.

MR. RANDY BEARCE: (kay.

M5. MARILA XIE: Al right.

MR, RANDY BEARCE: Let's nobve on
to the next speaker.

M5. MARI LA XIE: The next speaker
iIs Kevin Quinn. |s Kevin Quinn present?

The next speaker is Paul a
Rogovi n.

M5. PAULA ROGOVIN:  |'m Paul a
Rogovi n from Food & Water Watch North Jersey
volunteer team | live in Teaneck, New
Jersey. | taught kindergarten and first
grade for 44 years in New York City public
schools. Over the years, ny students did
research about the school, the community,
wor kers buil ding the Second Avenue Subway,
and the use of pesticides in parks.

They asked questions, and we did
research to find answers. They interviewed
people. They learned the science. And when

t hi ngs got them upset, we nmade a |ist of what
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we could do about it, and we took action. W
even got a | aw passed to ban pes -- toxic
pesticides in New York Cty parks and

pl aygr ounds.

So what does this have to do wth
the NESE pipeline? Over the |ast several
years here in New Jersey, many of us took
time to ask questions about the proposed NESE
pi peline and conpressor. | was particularly
interested in what m ght happen to a
60-year-old pipeline if Transco installed a
conpressor to push the gas faster through
this very old pipeline.

W | earned that ol d pipes break
nore frequently. Especially when under
greater pressure. There are docunented
| eaks, explosions, and injuries throughout
the U S. They have been spoken about by
ot her speakers.

| also |istened carefully as
peopl e explained the science of installing a
pi pel i ne through Tidel ands and under the bay.
What did | learn? It would stir up one
mllion tons of toxic sedinents, including

PCBs, dioxin, |ead, nethylnmercury,
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petrochem cals, arsenic, polluting the bay
and the ocean. The sedinent would take up to
three years to settle, suffocating fish and
eggs and | arvae, contam nating the food
chain. This includes the tidel ands areas
wher e vul nerabl e ecosystens, as you know,
woul d be directly inpacted. |nportant bay
ecosystens, including oyster reefs, clam
beds, wetlands, and shall ow waters, would be
I npact ed.

It would rel ease unspecified
chem cal s and bi osides into marine
environment. Al of this will inpact all of
our narine life, fish, shellfish, turtles,
whal es, birds, including those endangered
speci es.

So |ike ny students, the hundreds
of people in this region, and throughout New
York and New Jersey, have made lists of what
we can do to stop this pipeline. The NESE
pi peline. W've held foruns and rallies.

W' ve gathered resolutions fromtown councils
i n the area.

The top of ny list for ne today

Is to appeal to you to reject the NESE
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pi peline, reject the forces that are pushing
t he expanded use of fossil fuels. Wars, |ike
the war in Iran, the attacks on Venezuel a,
the wars for fossil fuels, New York has said
that they don't even need natural gas from
the NESE pipeline. It will benefit only a
maj or corporation, the fossil fuel industry.

| urge you to read about the
expandi ng use of renewabl e energy around the
world that was referred to by an earlier
speaker. Listen to the science. Reject the
NESE pi peline and conpressor. Thank you.

M5. MARI LA XIE: Thank you.

The next speaker is Stephanie
Start z.

M5. STEPHANI E STARTZ: Hi. Thank
you for the opportunity to speak.

My nane a Stephanie Startz. | am
a resident of Hudson County, New Jersey. New
Jersey gains no benefit fromthe NESE
pi peline, but receives the pollution, health
ri sks, and danage. FERC stated in their
initial key findings in January 2019, the
operation of a Conpressor Station 206 al ong

the NESE project would result in long-term
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I npacts on air quality.

Communities along the route w |
be exposed to chemcals tied to cancer, brain
damage, and devel opnental harm They'l| face
toxic air and water from potential gas |eaks
and sedinents |aced with arsenic, nercury,
| ead, and PCBs. This project would turn
Hunt er don, Sommerset, and M ddl esex Counti es
and the Raritan Bay into cancer all ey.

The Tidelands will face damage
fromerosion, loss of the mari ne ecosystem
and extrene weat her caused by the NESE
Pi pel i ne.

Qur Ti del ands serve to protect
agai nst storm surge and prevent fl oodi ng.
New Jersey already |acks the necessary
infrastructure to nanage these severe storns
t hat have becone part of our regular seasonal
rhythnms. We not only need to maintain the
current Tidel ands, but invest in
strengthening the Raritan Bay coastli ne.

Additionally, the land that w |
be used for this pipeline and conpressor
station could be better used for housing,

solar farns, or battery storage projects. M
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famly lives in Monmouth County, ten mles
fromthe conpressor station, and they enjoy
fishing in the Raritan Bay. M niece is also
a student at the Marine Acadeny of Science
and Technol ogy in the Hi ghlands. This is not
an easy school to get into, but her deep |ove
and appreciation for our oceans and nari ne
life notivated her to study and excel in
school. She hopes one day to becone a nmarine
scienti st.

If this permt is approved and
the project goes forward, ny niece and her
classmates at MAST will bare witness to the
decline of the Raritan Bay, with the rise of
toxic chemcals and the loss of marine life.

As adults, we have a
responsibility to future generations. W
need to nodel good judgnent, honesty, and
courage. We know the NESE pipeline wll
pol | ute toxic carcinogenic substances into
our air and the Raritan Bay. W know the
NESE pipeline is operated by a conpany with a
| ong and troubling safety record that
i ncludes multiple explo -- explosions and

repeated federal violations. W know the
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NESE pipeline will not benefit the residents
of New Jersey.

Young peopl e wat ching us know
these truths as well. They're w tnessing us
trade their health, joy, and future for
political expediency. They know we are |ying
about the justifications for approving the --
this project. They know that this is a
theft. There is no conpromse with the
envi ronmnment .

Wl lianms Transco's proposed
energy credits will not stop the storm surge
fromthe Atlantic. It will not prevent
rising em ssions |leading to stronger storns,
war mer summers, and worsening air pollution.
It will not prevent asthma, cancer, or the
neur ol ogi cal conditions the broader community
will suffer. Please deny the Tidel ands
permt. Thank you.

M5. MARI LA XIE: Thank you.

The next speaker is Ken Dol ksy.

MR, KEN DOLSKY: My nane is Ken
Dol sky. | amon the steering commttee of
Enpower New Jersey. | amthe chair of Divest

New Jersey and vice president of New Jersey
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Forest Watch.

The addition of nore natural gas
pi pelines in New Jersey conflicts with the
New Jersey d obal Warm ng Response Act, which
requi res an 80 percent reduction in
greenhouse gas additions by 2050. Methane
| eaks fromall pipelines and conpressors, and
net hane is 86 tines nore powerful at
capturing heat than carbon dioxide, making it
one of the nost damagi ng greenhouse gases.

In the past, the DEP, the New
Jersey DEP, has illegally ignored this | aw
and probably did so when it approved the
permt for NESE. So this action is counter
to New Jersey's strategy and New Jersey | aw.

The pipeline also conflicts with
New York's Clinmate Leadership and Conmunity
Protection Act, which mandates a transition
away fromfossil fuels. There is no gas
shortage. Studies have shown no urgent need
for the gas and the denmand forecasts are
i nflated.

Specifically, the New York State
Public Service Comm ssion found that under

National Gid' s 20-year forecast, in 2025,
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that supply exceeds demand by approxi mately
195, 000 dekat herns per day. |In 2026, grow ng
to a peak surplus 559,000 dekat herns per day
in 2029, 2030. And renmaining in surplus

t hrough 2050, for the next 30 -- 25 years, 24
years, there is no need for this.

Therefore, there is no nodel ed
shortfall that NESE woul d be needed to
resolve. And basically, as we all know,
hi storical findings of need, by comm ssions,
especially FERC, are known to be fal se based
on trunped-up contracts. W have seen that
time and tinme again with these gas pipelines.

The only beneficiaries are the
gas pi peline conpani es who nake a guar ant eed
rate of return on their capital, whether any
gas i s ever punped through the pipeline or
not. The Institute For Energy Econom cs and
Fi nanci al Anal yses argues the pipeline would
rai se costs for rate payers, potentially
chargi ng them over one billion dollars
because the cost to build the pipeline is
included in their rates, whether they ever
get any gas fromit or not.

For New Jersey residents, this
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project wll not save thema dinme in gas or
el ectricity costs. It will only add to our
health costs fromair pollution and ot her
costs associated with degradation to water
qual ity and damage to marine |ife.

Qur Tidel ands are a precious
resource, and nature is not naking any nore
of them W need to protect what we have for
oursel ves and our progeny. Accepting
continual degradation by approving one
increnentally bad project after another is a
road to total destruction. Approving
unneeded projects is the absolutely worst
deci sion the TRC can nake.

Let ne say that again, approving
unnecessary projects is the absol ute worst
deci sion the TRC can nake. Please draw the
line in the sand here wth the unnecessary
NESE pi peline. Thank you very much.

M5. MARI LA XIE: Thank you.

ANSHUL GUPTA: Anshul Gupta is
back with a different network.

MR, ANSHUL GUPTA: Good
afternoon. M nane is Anshul Gupta. | am

the policy and research director for New
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Yorkers for Clean Power, which is a statew de
not-for-profit organization, working on clean
air solutions. | amalso a New Jersey
resident. | live in Bergen County. Thank
you for this opportunity to speak.

First, 1'd like to speak as the
New York Policy and Research director on the
origin of the NESE pipeline's revival, after
it had been denied nultiple tines over the
years.

During the 2024 el ection cycl e,
the oil and gas industry, including the
Wl lianms pipeline conmpany, spent $450 million
to inpact the election results.

As soon as President Trunp took
of fice, he enbarked on a systenmatic payback
plan for the industry, including successfully
bul I yi ng New York's Governor Hochul into
approvi ng the NESE pi peli ne.

Qur organization is a party to
the National Gid s long-termgas plan in
whi ch the New York Public Service Conmmi ssion
doubl e-stanped National Gid' s claimthat the
pipeline is necessary for the reliability of

New York's downstate gas system

Veritext Lega Solutions
800-227-8440 973-410-4040



© 00 N oo 0o b~ wWw N PP

N D N N NN P B P P P PR PR
a A W N P O © 00 N O 0o~ WO N+ O

Page 142

Qur organi zation filed a petition
for a rehearing on the PSE s decision, and we
are deeply involved in this -- in this
proceedi ng and sort of famliar with the
details of the case.

The New York Departnent of
Envi ronnment al Conservation issued its water
quality permt based on this need stated by
National Gid. But inreality, there is no
reliability need. It is to be believed that
New York | eaves the reliability of its gas
systemat the nercy of election results? O
course not.

The only use that National Gid
has for this gas is to generate electricity
for data centers and to convert Long Island
propane custonmers who should be transitioning
to heat punps, not highly polluting with
danger ous fracked gas.

Now speaki ng as a New Jersey
resident, this project has no public

necessity or public benefit or public

interest for New Jersey. It isn't even in
the -- in the public interest of New York,
which will receive 100 percent of the fracked
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gas fromthis pipeline.

However, New Jersey would only be
taki ng on the environnental and econom c risk
fromthis project, including, but not limted
to, disturbance of seabed toxins. So both as
a New Jersey resident and on behalf of New
Yorkers of Clean Power, | strongly urge the
Ti del ands Resource Council to deny a utility
license for WIllians Transco's NESE Pi peli ne.

Wth long-term-- nore danage to
-- nmethane gas infrastructure, U S. fracked
gas prices are set to explode in the future,
as the gas industry ranps up nore profitable
ener gy exports.

So it is all in the businesses
and manufacturers' interest to transition to
cheaper and non-polluting sources of energy.

Unli ke New York's Governor
Hochul , Governor Sherrill has no need to
appease Trunp's demands for nore toxic fuel
i nfrastructure. Thank you.

M5. MARI LA XIE: Thank you.

The next speaker is Steven
Mtchell.

MR. STEVEN M TCHELL: Thank you.
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My name is Steven Mtchell. | reside in
Sonerville in Somerset County, New Jersey.
It is a county that's directly affected by
t he proposed conpletion of the pipeline and
the conpressor station that is to be built in
near by Franklin Townshi p.

The proposed Northeast Supply
Enhancenent Pipeline is projected to inflict
damage on New Jersey's coastline by dredgi ng
up over one mllion tons of toxic, heavy
metal | aden sedi nent, including arsenic and
| ead, fromthe Raritan Bay.

The project often referred to as

the "zonbie pipeline,"” threatens to disrupt
roughly 94,000 square feet of New Jersey
Ti del ands, and harns over 14,000 acres of
seabed. Toxic sedi nent resuspension, the
construction will resuspend toxic sedinents
of PCBs, dioxin, arsinic, lead into the
wat er, which can harmthe Bayshore
conmuni ti es.

Additionally, the 23-mle
pi peline route through Raritan Bay is
expected to destroy crucial clam beds, oyster

reefs, and fish habitats. Hi gh |evels of
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noi se and vi bration fromconstruction w ||
harm marine |life, including the endangered
Atl antic right whale and the Atlantic

st ur geon.

The rel ease of over 690, 000
gal lons of drilling fluids containing biocide
chemcals is to be expected fromthis
di sruption of the seabed.

The project will affect several
New Jersey communities along the coast with
residents and activists citing risk to
recreational activities, commercial fishing,
and public health.

The project faced previous
defeats in 2019 and 2020, and yet continues
to face opposition because of the toxic water
and dirty air.

The nost egregious part of the
Wl lianms Transco's NESE pipeline application
Is that WIlIlians never bothered to fix their
original project proposal that was found by
the DPA previously to exceed environnental
threshol ds for protection of the wetl ands,
air pollution, and the mari ne manmal s t hat

wi Il be threatened by the dredging of the New
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Jersey shoreline to conplete the pipeline.

Did Transco deliberately target
Franklin Townshi p because it's an
environnental ly justice community? 1s New
Jersey doing New York a favor, since New
Jersey residents get no benefit whatsoever
fromthe pipeline?

What New Jersey does get is the
pollution that will be generated by Transco's
NESE Conpressor Station 206 w thout any
benefit whatsoever, with the destruction of
the 23-mle portion of New Jersey coastline.

| ask that the Tidel ands Resource
Council and Governor Sherrill take that into
consideration, and |I really think that
Governor Sherrill will |ose nore support with
NESE approval than she will gain for allow ng
the WIlians conpany to export the fracked
natural gas to New York.

Additionally, how nmuch of NESE s
natural gas will actually be exported to
ot her nations? There's been no disclosure on
t hat what soever. Thank you.

M5. MARI LA XIE: Thank you. The

next speaker is Pablo Sal azar.
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MR. PABLO SALAZAR. My nane is
Pabl o Salazar. |'ma resident of Mercer
County and student researcher at the Coll ege
of New Jersey. Days ago, during Earth Wek,

t he DEP Comm ssi oner, Ed Pot osnak, spoke at
TCNJ, and during the Q%A portion of this
presentation, a professor of sociology at the
Col | ege of New Jersey who studi es recreancy,
that is people's trust and institutions,
asked the comm ssioner, how can political and
econom ¢ actors expand public trusts in then?
And Conmmi ssi oner Potosnak's one word was
"transparency.”

W |listened to many peopl e speak
this norning, including one person who spoke
on behal f of hundreds of citizens, and two
New Jersey mayors, all but who have said the
same thing. The people of New Jersey do not
want and do not benefit fromthe NESE
pi pel i ne.

Transparency is not the prinmary
reason people don't trust institutions. Qur
econom c and political institutions plan out
ecol ogically disastrous projects. Regardless

of how transparent they are when doing so,
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that is the reason people don't trust
institutions, including the WIlIlians
conpani es, the NJDEP, and every other firm
i nvol ved in the previous devel opnents of this
ridi cul ous proposal.

There is no energy shortage.
There is only fossil fuel hegenobny and soci al
i nequality. W are asking the Council to
expand our trust them today by voting no on
this proposal. Thank you.

M5. MARI LA XIE: Thank you.

The next speaker is John. No
| ast nanme was given.

MR JOHN CONKLIN: My name is

John Conklin. |'mthe borough president and
an elected official of -- in Rumson, which is
-- Runson is located on the -- it's a

peni nsul a between the Shrewsbury and Navesi nk
Ri ver, just south of the Sandy Hook Bay. And
| speak as -- there's been a lot of talk, and
I'"'mold enough to renenber, the back -- eons

ago, when the General Electric, when the PCBs
and that issue, where contan nants were found
120 mles south of where they were dispersed

into the Hudson Ri ver.
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So wth that thought process, and
al so knowi ng that there were up to 18
Superfund sites in the Raritan Bay watershed,
along with -- you know, by assessnents, 100
years of dunping there, | think it is
really -- you know, it is a concern for ne
and the residents of this town of what is
goi ng to happen once this pipeline is built,
and those contam nants, which is a potentia
toxic cocktail for our rivers, and this is
sonething that | really feel very strongly
about and feel the need, this should be

consi der ed.

Putting on ny personal, just
being -- as a resident and a | ongtine
resi dent of the Monnouth County area, | find

it really, really appalling that the aspects
of this pipeline is that New York gets al
the benefits to the pipeline, while the
residents of New Jersey are sitting back and
taking all the economi c, environnmental, and
ecol ogi cal ri sk.

| just find that this is
potentially a backdoor for New York State,

whi ch has said that there's no fracking and
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no pipelines, to circunvent that. If it is
really in the best interest of New York
State, then why don't they just go through
Pennsyl vani a and go to New York State.

And as a resident, one of the --
of just this great state, one of the things
is it tal ks about your responsibility is
public necessity.

What is the public necessity
within that framework in which the basic core
responsibility is the benefit cost anal ysis?
And for New Jersey residents, the return is
zero. The cost coul d be staggering.

And ny final thought is -- and |
volunteered, |'ve been on the Council for
close to ten years. | volunteered prior to
that for 20 years. And if | were sitting in
your seat, the question | would want to ask
is: Wuld Il want to live within mles of
that conpression station? Wuld I want -- if
| owned property in the Sandy Hook, Bayshore
area, want to take the risk of what woul d
happen wth the rel ease of these potentia
toxins? That is a question | would be asking

if I were sitting in your shoes.
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Thank you for hearing ny
t houghts. Have a good day.

MR. RANDY BEARCE: You said your
| ast nanme is Conklin, you said?

MR. JOHN CONKLIN: Yes, sir.

MR, RANDY BEARCE: GO N-K-L-I-N.

MR, JOHN CONKLIN: Yes, sir, and
I Iive in Runson, New Jersey, and | amthe
borough -- | amthe Council president on the
bor ough council.

MR, RANDY BEARCE: Thank you.

M5. MARI LA XIE: Thank you.

The next speaker is Dr. Donna
Li si .

Ms. DONNA LISI: Geetings. MW
name is Doctor Donna Lisi. I'ma clinica
pharmaci st, a resident of Franklin Township
and Sonerset County, and chair of the
Franklin Townshi p Board of Health Advisory
Council. | appreciate the opportunity to
speak today regarding the proposed NESE
pi peline project, and the responsibilities of
t he Ti del ands Resource Council.

| would like to focus ny comments

on the connection between title resource
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protection and public health. The tida
wat er ways and coastal ecosystem under the
jurisdiction of this Council, are not just
environnmental assets. They are part of the
foundation of community health in New Jersey.

One maj or concern is the
di sturbance of contam nated sedinents in and
around the Raritan Bay ecosystem The
Raritan Wat ershed and adj ourni ng Har bor
Estuary have a long industrial history and
contain | egacy pollutants, including PCBs,
mercury, dioxin, and toxic heavy netals.

Qur particul ar concerns are PCBs,
pol ychl ori nat ed bi phenyls, which are
persistent toxic chemcals |linked to cancer,
devel opnental effects, neuroendocrine
di sorders, and neurol ogi cal harm PCBs
bi oaccunmul ate in fish and aquatic organi sns
and are one reason New Jersey has had to
i ssue fish consunption advisories in these
waters in the past.

Dr edgi ng and sedi nent
di st urbances rai se concerns about
resuspendi ng contam nants that have

accumul at ed over decades in tidal sedinents.
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These are not theoretical
concerns. The broader New York, New Jersey
Har bor Estuary has been | ong recogni zed as
one of the nation's nost contam nated urban
estuaries with docunented PCB and nercury
contam nati on and sedi nents, and we have been
recovering fromthese harns ever since.

These contam nates don't sinply di sappear
when buried in sedinent. Persistent
pollutants, like PCBs, can remain in aquatic
environnments for decades and nove through the
food chain, affecting fish, wildlife, and
potentially human heal th t hrough

envi ronnment al exposur e pat hways.

This particularly concerning in
densely popul ated regi ons where conmunities
rely on these waterways for recreation,
fishing, and overall quality of life. As a
heal t hcare professional, | amespecially
concerned with vul nerabl e popul ations, |ike
children, older adults, pregnant wonen,

i ndi viduals with chronic respiratory disease,
cancer, and cardi ovascul ar di sease. And
communi ties are already disproportionately

burdened by environnental exposures. Public
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heal t h and environnental protection are
deeply interconnected. Decisions involving
tidel ands are al so deci sions about |ong-term
communi ty health, environnental justice, and
climate resilience.

The role of the Tidel ands
Resource Council is critically inportant
because these waterways and subnerged | ands
are public trust resources belonging to the
peopl e of New Jersey. That responsibility
requires careful consideration that only of
engi neering feasibility, but also cumulative
envi ronnmental and public health inpacts.

New Jersey residents are
I ncreasi ngly concerned not only about
I mredi ate environnmental inpact, but also
about cunul ative long-termhealth risks
associ ated with industrial activity, fossil
fuel infrastructure, and climte-rel ated
environnmental stressors.

Public trust resources should be
managed with a prevention-oriented public
heal th approach that prioritizes long-term
community well-being and environnent al

resilience. | respectfully urge the Counci
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to apply the highest |evel of scrutiny to
this project, and to fully uphold its
responsibility as stewards of New Jersey's
title resources and public health and to deny
this license. Thank you for your

consi derati on.

M5. MARI LA XIE: Thank you. It
is 1:06, and we wll take a five-mnute short
break and return at 1:11.

(Renpte neeting recessed at 1:06
p.m and resuned at 1:11 p.m)

M5. MARI LA XIE: The next speaker
I's Elizabeth Roedell.

MS. ELI ZABETH ROEDELL: | am
El i zabeth Roedell. | live in South Brunsw ck
Townshi p, about one mle fromthe proposed
Conpressor Station 206. | appreciate the
work that the Council does as volunteers, and
| thank you for allowi ng ne to speak today.

As previously stated, part of the
proposed NESE project includes |aying a
pipeline 23.4 mles offshore, entering the
Raritan Bay and Cheesequake Creek tributary,

t hrough New Jersey Ti del ands.
Before that, though, the fracked
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gas pi peline would cross Pennsyl vania, a
nmassi ve new conpressor station is proposed
for Franklin Township, New Jersey, and next,
3.5 new mles of connecting nethane gas

pi peline would travel through A d Bridge,
polluting New Jersey's air before entering
the Raritan Bay.

If dredging the Raritan Bay w |
stir up buried industrial toxic sedinent to
contam nate nmarine |ife and i npact New
Jersey's econony, how does that benefit the
citizens of New Jersey? TRC is entrusted to
protect our resources and quality in the
Tidelands in the interest of all people of
New Jersey. Nothing has changed fromthe
ori ginal NESE application, when New Jersey
DEP deni ed the water quality permt.

Wl lianms Transco failed to
denonstrate, in their second application,
that the Tidelands woul d not be harned. |
urge the TRCto deny this |license follow ng
the rules governing riparian areas. Thank
you.

M5. MARI LA XIE: Thank you.

The next speaker is Jane Califf.
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M5. JANE CALIFF: | amthe
secretary of 350-NJ Rockland. Rockland is
| ocated in southern New York, and we have
opposed the NESE project fromits begi nning.
W are an organi zation, |ocal organization
tied in with international 350.0rg, which has
been educating the public on the dangers of
fossil fuels and the need for a clean energy
future.

And so | want to say that,
yesterday, | was in Franklin Township, in
soneone' s backyard because nearby the
conpressor station is going to be built, that
206, and we are very aware that conpressor
stations are built to push nower gas, nore
fossil fuel gas, which is not natural gas, is
not natural as sonme -- a couple of people --
as many people have said so far, and they
| eak and they explode. They have fires.
There's been deaths and injuries.

And this conpressor stationis --
many people in this backyard, it was a
backyard neeting, about people in the area
who are very worried about this conpressor

station because there are hundreds and
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hundr eds of phone -- of hones in the area,
and they're in a -- they are in danger and
they live within a mle, and that is what
coul d happen, that coul d expl ode and ruin
these hones and kill people and injure
peopl e.

But al so, unbelievably, there's a
quarry, as sonebody nentioned earlier, nearby
that blasts stones with -- stones fromthe
ground and -- you know, because it is a
quarry. And the houses shake. And so I'm
t hi nki ng those houses shake, and the pipeline
IS nearby, going to this conpressor station.
| nmean, that is ridicul ous.

So on many levels, this is a
terrible idea, and nmy organi zation feels that
t he Ti del ands Resource Council shoul d not
contribute to nore fossil fuel pollution.

VWhat we need is renewabl e clean energy, like
solare and wi nd, which is now the fastest
growi ng source of energy and cheapest. That
is what we need. Not cruel wars for fossi
fuel, such as the war of choice in Venezuel a
and Iran, which is horrible for us and for

all those people that our bonbs have dropped
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on and kill ed.

So pl ease don't nake deci sion
today. There are court -- please listen
carefully to our coments or just, if you're
taki ng notes, check them and then wait until
the court cases and -- are decided. And then
I"'msure that you will see that this is a
terrible idea. So please do not approve the
license or the permts. That is ny speech.

M5. MARI LA XIE: Thank you.

The next speaker is Virginia
War del | .

M5. VIRG NIA WARDELL: Hello. |
amVirginia. | amthe policy director of
Cimate Revolution Action Network. Thank you
for everyone who is speaking today. |'ve got
so many people in ny work on this project
who' ve been fighting this for around ten
years. | represent Cimte Revolution Action
Net wor k, which is a group of over 13,000
Gen-Z nenbers in New Jersey, who | represent
in this conment.

If 1'"m|looking away from ny
conput ers because | am | ooking at ny notes.

But we have been born into this world of
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serious climte damage that wll affect us
for the rest of our lives. | also want to
echo another statenment that there is no
energy crisis, only resistance to the
transition to clean energy solutions that are
cheaper, safer, and nore abundant.

Thank you to the Tidel ands
commttee for taking the tine to listen to
all the coments today. | grew up near Sandy
Hook. My famly has been New Jersey
residents for generations. W're proud
busi ness owners and environnentalists, and
envi ronnment al standards i nherently support
our econony.

The NESE project reports that
there would be irreversi bl e damage to areas
of the Tidelands. The Tidelands are very
I mportant structures that m nimze fl ooding,
which is worth mllions of dollars of
infrastructure. Beyond the cost of imrediate
flood mtigation, the cost -- there is cost
to exposure and health risks associated with
t he dredgi ng of dangerous netals, including
| ead, arsinic, and PCBs.

The downstream effects of this

Veritext Lega Solutions
800-227-8440 973-410-4040



© 00 N oo 0o b~ wWw N PP

N D N N NN P B P P P PR PR
a A W N P O © 00 N O 0o~ WO N+ O

Page 161

project are poisoning future generations,

whi ch the cost is insurnountable. As

previ ously nentioned, the clamm ng industries
woul d al so be seriously damaged after we
spent so nuch tinme rebuilding this econony.

It will disturb the Superfund site, where
envi ronnment al danage has al ready proven of
great econom ¢ burden to New Jersey.

Mul ti pl e i ndependent studies find
that there is no need for additional energy
in the areas where NESE woul d serve, which is
not even in New Jersey. The corporations who
may benefit fromthe pipeline have anple
nmeans to respond to their independent need
for energy in other ways. There have been
noney and technology to -- they have the
noney and technology to | eave our Tidel ands
alone in New Jersey. | urge you to consider
the future generations who, if this project
is granted, wll carry this burden for the
rest of our lives. Thank you.

M5. MARI LA XIE: Thank you.

The next speaker is Donald Wl fe.

MR DONALD WOLFE: MWy nane is

Donald Wl fe, and |'m from Monroe Townshi p,
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New Jersey. |'ve actually fished al ong the
Raritan Bay, up the Shrewsbury River, and
other parts of the state. Now, |'d thank the
TRC, the Council for letting ne speak. |
have al ready spoken about no air permts and
vot ed agai nst any water pitch.

Thi s does not benefit New Jersey,
| see, in any sense. It is not |ike the
Gat eway tunnel, which hel ps commuters. This
does not help the comercial fishing
i ndustry. This does not help New York or New
Jersey, except supply fuel and nmake ot her
peopl e rich.

Have you done any i npact studies
on what this will possibly do to the marine
I ndustry, including clammers, recreationa
boats, and conmercial boating?

And that is pretty nmuch what |
have to say. But |I'mjust -- once again, |
ask you to vote no. Everybody el se pretty
much covered what | wanted to say today.
Thank you.

M5. MARI LA XIE: Thank you.

The next speaker is Eil een

Ei senberg.
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M5. EILEEN EI SENBERG H . | am

here, and | thank you for allowng ne to

speak today. | am basically speaking from
the heart. | ama born-and-rai sed- New Jer sey
woman. | am 71 years old. | renenber, as a

child, going over the Raritan River in a car,
and ny dad saying, "Roll up your w ndows, it
Is polluted, it stinks, it's disgusting."

Today, unfortunately, | live |ess
than a mle from Conpressor Station 206, so
-- proposed Conpressor Station 206. And yes,
it is on an active blasting quarry, along
with, next to a Superfund site. And ny rea
question is: | understand that Murphy, for
what ever reason, via pressures from New YorKk,
via pressure fromthe Trunp adm ni stration,
he was on his way out, and he approved al
the permts except for this permt.

The anmount of responsibility that
your conmittee, and | thank you for your
service, along with Governor Sherrill, to
protect the people of New Jersey is inmrense.
It's unconscionable that WIlians Transco
canme back wth the sane applications that

t hey have applied with tw ce before and been
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deni ed, and they are now getting what they
want when, in fact, the Neshanic Station,
which is a conpressor station west of us,
they are just applying about six or seven
nont hs ago to have all of their nunbers
doubled in terns of noxious gases and things
i ke that.

So Transco is known to |ie about
the information that they are given. So if
they are now buil di ng Conpressor Station 206,
one mle fromny hone, and thousands of
people that live around it, with the old
nunbers and that was al ready approved, why
can we believe the information that these
gentl enen gave you at the beginning of this
meeting that the toxins and the disruption to
the bay and to the Tidelands wll be correct?

It is not correct. They are
self-nonitoring and they are al so
self-serving, and it is just so upsetting as
a Jerseyite that we will not get any
benefits. | know everybody who spoke before
me, and yeah, bravo, to all of you, have
given you all of the information in terns of

toxins and all the other stuff.
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| amreally trying to tell you
These guys lie. They do not tell you the
truth. And if you buy the truth, you are
really letting down so many New Jersey peopl e
who believe in your ability to save us, and
Governor Sherrill, who is an amazi ng wonan,
and no ability to stop this in any way,
shape, or form to be able to stand up for
our rights. This is wong. It is wong for
us. It is wong for New York. It's a noney
grab. And Transco does not tell the truth.

Pl ease do not vote yes today.
Look at what's going on with -- in the
Neshani ¢ Station. The Neshanic Station,
which is the sane as 206, will absolutely
need a | ot nore safety neasures and things
like that. | know this is not your Tidel ands
situation, but the whole project, question
your sel ves and your noral conpass, as to what
the information that you've been getting from
Transco, howright is it? It is never right.
They al ways revise their nunbers, and they
too will revise the toxins that they wll be
stirring up in the Raritan Bay, and the

damage that they are going to be doing al ong
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the New Jersey and the New York shorelines.

So thank you for allowing ne to
speak. | appreciate it. And, please, do the
right thing, please.

MR, TOM VOLTAGA O Chai rperson,
or -- you have your mc on -- you have your
m ¢ nut ed.

MS. MARY PAT ROBBIE: Yes.

MR TOM VOLTAGE O Tom
Vol taggio. This -- there's been |ots of
people, it looks |like we may be comng to the
| ast one. |Is there any sense, you or Randy,
woul d |i ke to discuss about can we, at this
point, put in -- you know, find an end with
one or two nore people, or do you need to
stay here until 6 o'clock in the evening?

M5. MARY PAT ROBBIE: Well, it
| ooks |i ke we had one nore person who was
signed up, and we did say because people were
having difficulty getting into the chat that
we woul d recogni ze a show of -- a show of
hands. And | woul d expect that, given the
nunber of people that have spoken, we won't
see a |lot nore people that raise their hand

after we finish with the |ast speaker. W
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are not going to stay here still 6 o'clock.
MR, TOM VOLTAGA O My question
real ly becones, when do we know, is there

sonme possibility we could define what our

| ast speaker -- how many nore people woul d be
able to be spoken for -- that we set up a
| ast speaker. It is three and a half hours.

M5. MARY PAT ROBBIE: Wy don't
we do this now If there is anyone present
at this neeting who has not spoken and woul d
like to speak, please raise their hand.

kay, | am seeing no hands. So |
am going to say that Scarlette Knight will be
our final speaker.

MR TOM VOLTAGA O Al right,
great. Thank you.

M5. MARI LA XlI: Scarlette Knight,
whenever you are ready.

M5. SCARLETTE KNI GHT: Thank you.
My nane is Scarlette Knight. Thank you for
allowing ne to speak today. | ama New
Jersey resident, a high school senior, and a
d oucester County resident. Now, | am
clearly not one of the residents who wll be

directly affected by this pipeline.
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However, as climate change has
shown us repeatedly across our planet, a
negative environnental decision anywhere
af fects people everywhere. | stand today
with ny fell ow New Jersey residents and
constituents up north, and | urge you to take
into consideration, with great care, what
t hey have sai d today.

The experts who have spoken, the
attorneys, the residents, they all have
clearly articul ated how harnful this pipeline
will be to our state. The only new
perspective | can add today is that of a
young New Jersey resident. Last nonth, |
turned 17 years old, but as | look to the
future, | can't help but fear environnental
destruction, to be frank.

It is ny responsibility to stand
up for all other young people of our state
and to advocate for their health, safety, and
econom ¢ prosperity. Your decision not only
affects the residents of Monnmouth County and
all others who would reside near the
pi peline, but also sets a precedent for al

future environnental decisions in our state.
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| urge you to vote no today, or
to at | east delay your decision. Thank you
so much for your tine. | very much
appreciate it.

M5. MARY PAT ROBBIE: Thank you,
and thank everyone who has spoken.

| really don't want to delay this
proceedi ng any |onger, but | amgoing to nmake
a notion that we nove into executive session
right now. There's been sonme coments
regarding our authority to act in pending
litigation that | would |ike to get nore
i nformati on about. So how are we going to do
t hat ?

MR, RANDY BEARCE: W woul d need
a notion and a second to do that.

M5. MARY PAT ROBBIE: Ckay.

MR, JOE GRABAS. Before we go, |
just want to nake sure, when we cone back,
are the people from Transco still on the line
and will we be able to speak to them
aft erwar ds?

MR RICHARD SCOTT: Yes, we are
her e.

M5. MARY PAT ROBBIE: Al in
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favor of noving into executive session?

(Ayes)

MR, NI COLAS SEM NCOFF: | just
need to nake a statenent into the record.

M5. MARY PAT ROBBIE: kay.

MR. NI COLAS SEM NOFF: The
Council has voted to go into executive
session, so that |, N colas Sem noff, the
deputy attorney general advising the Council,
can provide legal advice to them The Open
Public Meetings Act provides that a public
body, such as the Tidel ands Resource Council,
may neet in closed executive session to
di scuss any pending or anticipated litigation
in which the public body is or may becone a
party, whereas the Tidel ands Resource Counci
desires to retire at a closed session to
di scuss attorney-client privileged issues
related to anticipated litigation related to
the Transco gas pipeline application.

Now t herefore, be it resolved
that the Tidel ands Resource Council shall at
this time, neet in closed session to discuss
t he above-nentioned matter. The substance of

the cl osed session will be disclosed
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publicly, only when the threat of litigation
has passed, or when such rel ease woul d not
breach an attorney-client privilege.

M5. MARY PAT ROBBIE: Thank you.

M5. CINDY ZIPF. | have a quick
question. WIIl you cone back publicly for
the vote to return to the neeting?

M5. MARY PAT ROBBIE: Absolutely.
Yeah.

M5. CINDY ZIPF: Oh, okay.
G eat .

And what is the quorum of the --
and what is the vote for a passage? It is 12
menbers, right? So it would be 7?

M5. MARY PAT ROBBIE: So we have
7 menbers present. It is the magjority of the
menbers present. W have 7 nenbers present,
so we woul d need si x.

MR. RANDY BEARCE: It is a
maj ority of the active nenbers serving on the
Council not present in any one given neeting.
There is currently 11 active nenbers serving
on the Council. So a quorumfor approval is
six. There are currently seven nenbers

present at this neeting.
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M5. CINDY ZIPF: Thank you for
the clarification.

MR, RANDY BEARCE: You all can
hold on to this neeting. For the council
menbers, we weren't able to create a separate
break-out roomlike we nornmally would do, so
there is a separate neeting scheduled. You
shoul d have that, that you could join that
neeting. You should automatically go on hold
and be able to join that neeting. |[|f you
have any probl ens going back to the origina
nmeeting, you should just be able to | og back
in the way you entered the neeting.

(Di scussion off the record.)

(Renote neeting Council exited
I nto executive session at 1:32 p.m and
resuned at 2:22 p.m)

M5. MARY PAT ROBBIE: | believe
that there are council nenbers that woul d
li ke to ask questions of the Applicant.

MR JOE GRABAS:. So ny first
question to Transco, and who am | directing
this to? W is on the line here?

MS. MARY PAT ROBBIE: M. Scott.

MR, RICHARD SCOTT: | wll
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gquarterback and pass it off if there is
sonebody el se that may be better suited for
t he answer.

MR JOE GRABAS:. So, are you
going to answer ny questions, M. Scott?

MR. RI CHARD SCOIT: That is ny
pl an, yes, the best | can.

MR JOE GRABAS: | just want to
make sure.

MR. RICHARD SCOTT: | got it.

MR. JOE GRABAS: The first
question is, has Transco ever before done a
project like this where there is horizontal
underground directional drilling underneath

the water? Ckay. Have you ever done that

bef ore?

MR. RICHARD SCOTT: | will defer
that to Stephen Kellogg. | know we have done
HDD before. | nyself have been involved in

those projects, nostly on the onshore
context. So, you know, |I know we did --
Transco did one in, you know, the Princeton
ridge area for its Leidy Southeast project.

| think they had nmultiple HDDs in

certain areas there on that project. But
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"Il -- to answer your specific question
about in-water HDDs, Stephen Kellogg, | wll
throw that to you.

MR, STEPHEN KELLOGG  Thank you,
Rich, and | amnot sure | can cite specific
proj ects, but throughout the history of
Transco, we've done both water-to-water
drills and shore-approach drills, and have
conpl eted those successfully.

MR JOE GRABAS: kay. And have

any of those resulted in an environnental

di saster?

MR, STEPHEN KELLOGG Not to ny
knowl edge, no. | would maybe ask you to
define "environnental disaster." But yeah,

no, nothing that cones to mnd for ne.

MR JOE GRABAS: kay. Can you
tell me alittle bit about CORRTREAT? How is
that going to be utilized? What is going to
be done with the discharge? Wat's its
pur pose, and how its going to effect the
envi ronment, if anything.

Once again, Chairman, | would ask
you to direct the folks who are on the cal

that they don't get to question ne or the
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Appl i cant about things. GCkay. That is not
how this process works. W' re not going to
be doing and -- you know, cross-exam nation
here. | amtalking to the Applicant right
now. They need to stay off the chat that is
not how this works.

M5. MARY PAT ROBBIE: Pl ease do
stay off the chat.

MR JOE GRABAS: kay. Go ahead.

MR, STEPHEN KELLOGG  Thank you.
So | know that the CORRTREAT issue has been
rai sed before, before FERC, as well as the
NJDEP, and they both responded to it. But
t hi nk, generally speaking, and again, Steve
MacLeod, if you want to junp in or kick ne
under the table, but I'Il take a first crack
at it.

My understanding is that
CORRTREAT is used to -- is used to contro
internal corrosion of the pipeline. It -- it
was anal yzed for this project by FERC and
NJDEP. It specifically was concl uded that
the use of CORRTREAT, it won't expire, it's
bi odegradabl e, and it would not have any

adverse inpacts on water quality, you know,
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iIf it's used.

MR, JOE GRABAS: (kay. But it is
going to be pushed through the pipeline, and
it'"s going to be released into the water; is
that correct?

MR. STEPHEN KELLOGG  Yeah. |
believe that is correct, M. G abas.

MR JOE GRABAS: kay. Wat you
call -- ny other questionis, there was a --
a question about this running through this
Raritan Bay Slag Superfund site. Can you
tell nme about that?

MR, STEPHEN KELLOGG  Sure. So
the Raritan Bay Slag Superfund site, that is
essentially being crossed via the HDD. So
that is near the Morgan shore, shore-to-water
HDD. The di sturbance of the -- so we are not
di sturbing any area within the area of that
Superfund site that is subject to
remedi ati on.

| think sone of the tenporary
wor kspace is near what's referred to as the
"study area." There is sone study areas
related to the Superfund site, but we are not

di sturbing any areas that are being subject
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to, like, the lead -- | believe it's | ead
remedi ati on.

Steven MaclLeod, | don't know if
you have anything el se you want to add to
t hat .

MR. STEVEN MacLEOD: Sure, Rich.
This is Steven MacLeod. [I'mwith WSP. |'ma
envi ronnmental consultant for Transco on this
project, helping with the regul atory aspects.

That is exactly right. The slag
site, the Raritan Bay Slag site would, for
the nost part, be crossed by HDD. So the
pi pe would be up to 90 feet bel ow the surface
in that |ocation. W do cone out at the
currently planned HDD exit point in the
water, again, as Rich said, in a study area,
where they were assessing the anount of
cont am nant s.

And when we did our site-specific
sedi nent chem stry anal ysis, we found that
there were el evated | evel s of contam nants,
but not at the extrene levels that were
identified as part of the main Superfund
site. Particularly | ead was el evated, but

not at the levels that -- of the areas that
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were subject to nore recent renediation.

MR JOE GRABAS: And again, what
was the depth of disturbance that you said
underneath that site, how far down?

MR. STEVEN MacLEQOD: The
hori zontal directional drill pipe, it would
be installed bel ow the surface and that --

MR JCE GRABAS: How far bel ow?

MR, STEVEN MacLEQOD: Yeah, it
goes to, | believe -- let ne see, sonething
li ke 90 feet.

MR, JOE GRABAS:. 90 feet.

MR. STEVEN MacLEOD: And Steve
Kel l ogg may be able to confirmthat.

MR JCE GRABAS: So it is not

|i ke two or three feet below the surface, it

is 90 feet?

MR, STEVEN MacLEOD: Ri ght.

MR JCE GRABAS: (kay.

MR, STEVEN MacLECD: Up to 90
feet.

MR, JOE GRABAS. kay. M | ast
question is: There is -- obviously were sone

guesti ons about disturbance of the seabed and

resuspensi on of pathogens and things of that
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nature. Once again, what is the |evel of
di sturbance that is going to occur, and what
is the degree of pathogens that you have
calculated will be potentially rel eased?

MR. STEVEN MacLEOD: Rich, would
you like ne to continue on that point?

MR. RI CHARD SCOTT: Sure, that
woul d be great.

MR. STEVEN MacLEOD: Yeah, so
based on the chem stry analysis that we did,
there were areas in New Jersey Waters,
particularly near that Morgan Shore, HD
crossing, where there were contam nants that
wer e, based on screening | evels, exceeded
certain toxicity criteria.

But not at |evels that you m ght
see in other areas of the port of New York or
New Jersey or other ports that have higher
el evations, higher levels of elevated
contam nants. What we found at -- is that
for those elevated -- those areas with
el evated contam nants, Transco commtted to
doi ng clam shell dredging with an
envi ronnmental bucket. This is at -- per

direction fromthe agencies, and this is
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essentially the sane kind of nmethod that is
used to renedi ate contam nated sites, such as
work in the Hudson River.

So this woul d be dredged, and
t hen backfilled with clean sand so that
ultimately the sense is that what covers the
pi pe i s non-contam nated materi al .

MR JOE GRABAS: kay. Al
right. Those are ny questions.

M5. MARY PAT ROBBIE: Do other
counci | menbers have any nore questions of
the Applicant?

MR. ANDREW RAI CHLE: | will just
stay on with Transco for a nonment. |Is there
any portion of your work that you require a
tenporary license to performthe work? And
if so, that you apply for it? That is ny
questi on.

| guess | can as nuch -- request
t hat Randy, naybe you are the better person
to answer that. 1Is what in front of --
what's in front of us, as | understand it, is
that is a license for the pernmanent
structure, and is there any necessity to

secure a tenporary license for the other
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wor k?

MR. RANDY BEARCE: No, not that |
am awar e of.

MR, ANDREW RAI CHLE: Thank you.

M5. MARY PAT ROBBIE: Anyone
el se? Council nenbers?

| think we have cone to the point
where we can take action. 1|s there a notion
to approve the staff recommendati on?

MR. JOCE GRABAS: So | woul d nove
the staff's recommendation with the proviso
that, A the license would be limted to
seven years for review after that tinme, and
al so that we include sone of the checks and
bal ances that one of our council nenbers, |
believe it was Andy, had tal ked about
earlier.

MR. ANDREW RAI CHLE: And | -- |
can recite those if it's necessary. |I|'l
just read themoff again. One is for the
Applicant to provide as-built drawi ngs of the
structure once it is in place, or the
I mprovenent.

The second being that the

i censee provide the council with copies on
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-- any reqgulatory inspections that are
related to the integrity of the pipe.

And the third one is just
recognition of the provisions that if the
I nprovenent was not nmade in a tinmely manner
that the -- you know what, 1'Il strike the
third one. Thank you.

M5. MARY PAT ROBBI E: Counci |l man
Gai ne, do you have a comment ?

MR NED GAINE: | think al so
i ncluded in those provisions is the
abandonnent, returning to previous condition,
and mai ntaining permt conditions throughout.

MR JCE GRABAS. Yes, | agree to

t hat .

M5. MARY PAT ROBBIE: Al right.
W have heard the notion. |s there a second?

MR TOM VOLTAGG G I'll second
it.

MR, JOE GRABAS. Before we go
forward with the vote, | do want to say this,
what's before the Council is an application

for a license. The permts have already been
i ssued. W are relying upon the work of the
DEP and FERC and the other individuals. W
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are not the experts in that area. W dea
with and transactions. That is our job.

So based upon that, we are now
going to take a vote based upon what's been
presented to us in the application, the
information that we've heard, and based upon
our policies that have been established over
t he years.

MR TOM VOLTAGA G I'll second
t hat too.

M5. MARY PAT ROBBIE: Council has
been provided with a wealth of information on
this project. Al the DEP permts, the
response to comrent docunents, the FERC
approvals. So we've had a chance to study
this project.

M. Scott, do you want to say
sonet hi ng before we nove on?

MR, RICHARD SCOTT: | just had a
qguestion about -- | don't think we have an
issue with the conditions that were
expr essed.

The only one that | have pause on
Is the seven-year extent to the |icense,

given that I -- | know typically we would do
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-- either the Council would issue a 24-year
license. It is alicense, | think legally it
Is revocable. So | just wasn't sure what the
added benefit, if there really is one, to the
seven years. | just didn't -- this project
is along-term-- you know, obviously, we
have an existing pipeline in the bay. It's
been there since '67 -- "68, | think is when
they installed it. They got the license in
' 67.

| just wanted to throw that out
there, that | didn't really see the -- | am
not sure | understand that the point of the
seven years. | understand, like, you know
the -- providing the reports and ensuring
that, you know, we're in conpliance with
certain requirenents. That was all

M5. MARY PAT ROBBIE: | think the
seven years was an opportunity -- to give us
an opportunity to have council reviewthe
project and the |icense fee within seven
years -- well, in the event that there are
changes to our utility policy.

MR. RI CHARD SCOTT: Ckay. |

understand. | think because we our agreenent
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with National Gidis for 20 years, so, you
know, we have certain obligations to maintain
that -- you know, maintain, you know, that
servi ce.

M5. MARY PAT ROBBIE: Al right.

Are we ready for a vote? All in favor say

aye.
[ Ayes]
M5. MARY PAT ROBBIE: Opposed,

ext ensi ons or recusal s?

Staff recommendation and |icenses
approved.

Thank you all for being with us
today. It's been a long neeting. So thanks
for your perseverance.

And with that, is there a notion
to adjourn?

MR. JOE GRABAS: So noved.
MR TOM VOLTAGG G I'Ill second

M5. MARY PAT ROBBIE: All in
favor?

(Ayes)

M5. MARY PAT ROBBIE: Opposed?

Thank you, everyone, again.
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p. m)

see you in June.

(Renot e hearing concl uded 2: 37

Page 186

800-227-8440

Veritext Lega Solutions

973-410-4040



© 00 N O 0o b~ W DN PP

N N i e e i = T
= O © 00 N OO0 o1 A WO N O

22
23
24
25

Page 187

CERTI FI CATE

|, RITA GARDNER, Notary Public of
the State of New Jersey and a Regi stered
Pr of essi onal Reporter, do hereby certify that
the foregoing is a true and accurate (to the
best of ny ability) transcript of the
testinony as taken stenographically by and
before nme at the tine, place and on the date
her ei nbefore set forth.

| DO FURTHER CERTI FY that | am
neither a relative nor enployee nor attorney
nor counsel of any of the parties to this
action, and that | amneither a relative or
enpl oyee of such attorney or counsel, and
that | amnot financially interested in the
action.
Dated: My 13, 2026

Rl TA GARDNER
Notary Public of the State of New Jersey
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New Jersey Rules Governing Civil Practice
Part IV, Rule 4:14

Depositions Upon Oral Examination

4:14-5. Submission to Witness; Changes; Signing

If the officer at the taking of the deposition is a
certified shorthand reporter, the witness shall not
sign the deposition. If the officer is not a
certified shorthand reporter, then unless reading
and signing of the deposition are waived by
stipulation of the parties, the officer shall
request the deponent to appear at a stated time for
the purpose of reading and signing it. At that time
or at such later time as the officer and witness
agree upon, the deposition shall be submitted to
the witness for examination and shall be read to or
by the witness, and any changes in form or

substance which the witness desires to make shall

be entered upon the deposition by the officer with
a statement of the reasons given by the witness for
making them. The deposition shall then be signed by
the witness. If the witness fails to appear at the
time stated or if the deposition is not signed by
the witness, the officer shall sign it and state on

the record the fact of the witness' failure or




refusal to sign, together with the reason, if any,
given therefor; and the deposition may then be used
as fully as though signed, unless on a motion to
suppress under R. 4:16-4(d) the court holds that
the reasons given for the refusal to sign require

rejection of the deposition in whole or in part.

DISCLAIMER: THE FOREGOING CIVIL PROCEDURE RULES
ARE PROVIDED FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY.

THE ABOVE RULES ARE CURRENT AS OF APRIL 1,

2019. PLEASE REFER TO THE APPLICABLE STATE RULES

OF CIVIL PROCEDURE FOR UP-TO-DATE INFORMATION.




VERITEXT LEGAL SOLUTIONS

COMPANY CERTIFICATE AND DISCLOSURE STATEMENT
Veritext Legal Solutions represents that the
foregoing transcript is a true, correct and complete
transcript of the colloquies, questions and answers
as submitted by the court reporter. Veritext Legal
Solutions further represents that the attached
exhibits, if any, are true, correct and complete
documents as submitted by the court reporter and/or
attorneys in relation to this deposition and that
the documents were processed in accordance with

our litigation support and production standards.

Veritext Legal Solutions is committed to maintaining
the confidentiality of client and witness information,
in accordance with the regulations promulgated under
the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability
Act (HIPAA), as amended with respect to protected
health information and the Gramm-Leach-Bliley Act, as
amended, with respect to Personally Identifiable
Information (PII). Physical transcripts and exhibits
are managed under strict facility and personnel access

controls. Electronic files of documents are stored




in encrypted form and are transmitted in an encrypted
fashion to authenticated parties who are permitted to
access the material. Our data is hosted in a Tier 4

SSAE 16 certified facility.

Veritext Legal Solutions complies with all federal and
State regulations with respect to the provision of
court reporting services, and maintains its neutrality
and independence regardless of relationship or the
financial outcome of any litigation. Veritext requires
adherence to the foregoing professional and ethical
standards from all of its subcontractors in their

independent contractor agreements.

Inquiries about Veritext Legal Solutions'
confidentiality and security policies and practices
should be directed to Veritext's Client Services
Assoclates indicated on the cover of this document or

at www.veritext.com.
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State of Nefo Jersey
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIROMENTAL PROTECTION

DIVISION OF WATERSHED PROTECTION AND RESTORATION
BUREAU OF TIDELANDS MANAGEMENT

MIKIE SHERRILL P.O. Box 420, Mail Code 501-02B ED POTOSNAK
Governor Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0420 Acting Commissioner
Tel. (609) 292-2573 + Fax (609) 292-8115
DR. DALE G. CALDWELL dep.nj.gov/wim/tidelands
Lt. Governor

Transcontinental Gas Pipe Line Company
Timothy Powell

2800 Post Oak Blvd

Houston, TX 77056

RE: TRANSCONTINENTAL GAS PIPE LINE COMPANY, Utility License application, Cheesequake
Creek Tributary, Raritan Bay, Lot N/A, Block N/A, Sayreville Boro, Middlesex County

FILE: #1219-25-0004.1 TDI250001
Dear Mr. Powell:
Please find the license document for the above-referenced project enclosed with this correspondence.

As stated in the license document, it is the responsibility of the licensee to submit the annual fee within
thirty days of the yearly due date. The license contains a clause providing for an annual inflation
adjustment of 2.5 percent. This license also takes into account special conditions set forth by the
Tidelands Resource Council at the May 6, 2026 meeting.

Prior to the expiration of this license, the licensee is responsible for submitting an application to renew the
license. The Tidelands Resource Council will review and may revise the annual fee at the time of
renewal. Any changes in the annual license fee introduced after the expiration of this license will be
retroactive to the date of termination.

Sincerely,

Mranee

Randy Bearce
Manager
Bureau of Tidelands Management

RB/kk

encl.

cc:  Steven MacLeod
Assistant Vice President
WSP
40 La Riviere Drive
Buffalo, NY 14202

New Jersey is an Equal Opportunity Employer : Printed on Recycled Paper and Recyclable



Richard G. Scott, Esq.

2052 Route 35, Suite 103

Rivers Edge Professional Building
Wall, NJ 07719



File No. 1219-25-0004.1 TDI250001

REVOCABLE LICENSE
A Rental Agreement from the State of New Jersey

The Tidelands Resource Council in the Department of Environmental Protection, empowered under
N.J.S.A. 13:1B-13 to approve licenses of lands owned by the State of New Jersey that are now or were formerly
under tidewater, having due regard for the public interest, has approved a license to TRANSCONTINENTAL GAS

PIPE LINE COMPANY, LLC, hereafter referred to as the licensee(s).

The licensee(s) has applied for the right to rent an area of land now or formerly under tidewater across the
Cheesequake Creek Tributary and Raritan Bay extending offshore in Sayreville Boro, Middlesex County, New
Jersey for the use of a public utility and/or utility related structures. More specifically this is for the installation and
continued use and maintenance of a new gas pipeline known as the Northeast Supply Enhancement (NESE) project
consisting of a 26-inch diameter natural gas pipeline and any associated construction including the Cathodic
Protection (CP) power cable, and concrete mattress as applicable. The license is specifically for the area or square
footage of the utility line crossing on, under, or over any formerly or currently flowed tidelands, including portions
of the Madison Loop pipeline crossing any formerly or currently flowed tidal creek(s) including the Cheesequake
Creek tributary in Sayreville, and the CP cable and those portions of the Raritan Bay Loop pipeline crossing the

Raritan Bay within State of New Jersey waters. The licensed activity and licensed area are further described below:

The area to be licensed encompasses a total of 93,894 square feet and is depicted on the two plans entitled,
“NORTHEAST SUPPLY ENHANCEMENT PROJECT PROPOSED 26” MADISON LOOP OLD BRIDGE
TOWNSHIP & SAYREVILLE BOROUGH MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY”, dated May 21, 2025,
prepared by Jason Schooling of PS & S LLC, and plan entitled “NORTHEAST SUPPLY ENHANCEMENT
PROJECT PROPOSED 26” RARITAN BAY LOOP MIDDLESEX & MONMOUTH COUNTY, NEW
JERSEY?”, dated May 21, 2025, prepared by Jason Schooling of PS & S LLC, filed with the Bureau of Tidelands
Management of the Departmént of Environmental Protection under file number 1219-25-0004.1 TDI250001. The
project must be constructed in compliance with NJDEP Land Use Universal Permit file #0000-25-0012.1
LUP250001 approved on November 7, 2025 with an expiration date of November 6, 2030. The general route of the

licensed pipeline is depicted on the attached Exhibit A and Exhibit B maps.



The license shall be in effect for a period of seven (7) years from June 3, 2026 to June 3,2033. The
license fee shall be $14,084.00 for the first year but will include an annual inflation adjustment of two and a half

percent. See the attached Schedule A fee schedule.

The annual rental is due on June 3 in advance of each year of the license. All payments received thirty days
after the due date shall be assessed a late fee of $25.00. All fees or partial fees which remain past due for more than
ninety days after said due date shall accrue interest at the rate set by the Tidelands Resource Council until received
by the State. Additionally, if a check is returned for non-sufficient funds, a $25.00 charge will be assessed to the

licensee(s).

This license may be revoked at any time and for any purpose deemed necessary and reasonable by the

Tidelands Resource Council in the Department of Environmental Protection.

The licensee(s) must either apply for a license renewal or remove all structures at the expiration of the said
period of seven (7) years. The State of New Jersey is not bound to make any renewal of the license. If a renewal is

approved, a new annual fee may be fixed by the Department of Environmental Protection.

Should the license be revoked or should the licensee(s) fail to pay the fee for each year of the license or to
renew the license by the end of the expiration date, and/or if the project is not completed, at the end of its service
life, and/or the pipeline is abandoned at any time in the future, the licensee(s) must promptly vacate the tidelands at
the licensee(s) expense, removing any and all structures within the tidelands in a timely fashion to the satisfaction of
the Department of Environmental Protection (including the payment of any fees that may have accrued). Failure to
appropriately vacate the tidelands may result in the filing of a lien against the licensee(s) property by the State of
New Jersey. The State of New Jersey also reserves the right to pursue additional fees for the continued use and
occupation of tidelands by the structures, or any portion thereof, for as long as they remain within tidelands, up until

time of their removal regardless if the license or any future license remains in effect.

Should the licensee(s) wish to make any alterations to the license area, the licensee(s) is required to apply
for a license modification. If a modified license is approved, a new annual fee may be fixed by the Department of
Environmental Protection. Any modification may also require the necessary regulatory permit approvals as a

separate obligation as applicable.



This license may be assigned or otherwise transferred by the licensee(s) to any other person or persons with
the written consent of the Manager of the Bureau of Tidelands Management of the Department of Environmental
Protection. Forms are available from the Bureau for this purpose. The license must be assigned in the event that the
licensee(s) sells the entirety of the utility and/or utility related structures prior the expiration date of this license.

The annual fee will still be due should the license not be appropriately assigned.

The licensee(s) may not further improve or develop the licensed area unless a permit, as per N.J.S.A. 12:5-

3, is obtained for that purpose. The licensee(s) may not appropriate the licensed area for exclusive use.
SPECIAL CONDITIONS:

1. The rights of the Licensee are exclusive within the Licensed Area and intended use, with the
exception that the Council may grant licenses to cross the pipeline at its sole discretion. This License
conveys no rights to the Licensee to regulate or restrict activities within State Tideland areas that
adjoin the Licensed Area. Therefore, the issuance of the license does not give the right to exclude
other future crossing of the pipeline, provided those lines received all necessary approvals and do not
interfere with the safe operation of licensee’s facilities within the license area.

2. Upon completion of the installation of the project, a post construction as-built site plan showing the
centerline of the project (including the pipeline and CP line) and the location or segments where any
concrete mattress was installed must be prepared and submitted to the Bureau of Tidelands
Management.! The licensee must also report if there is any change or modification to the overall
square footage of the license area (see Schedule A Note: Fee Schedule Amendment).

3. The licensee or its successors shall submit copies to the Tidelands Resource Council of any post-
construction regulatorily required hydrographic and bathymetric survey reports, and in-line
inspection repoﬁs required by the U.S. Department of Transportation Pipeline and Hazardous

Materials Safety Administration which will establish the location, depth, and condition of the

! This information will be maintained by the Bureau but may be deemed confidential to comply with any regulatory
safety or security requirements as applicable.



pipeline within the license area.? Any future license renewal application will also require a pipeline

status update.

PREPARED BY: u / @/‘ DATE: W{

Randy D. Bearce

Manager

Bureau of Tidelands Management
N.J.S.A. 46:26A-3

e 0] 526

APPROVED BY:

Y
Nic’olas'geéh‘foff
Deputy Attorney General

2 This information will be maintained by the Bureau but may be deemed confidential to comply with any regulatory
safety or security requirements as applicable.



IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the State of New Jersey has caused these
presents to be signed by the Commissioner of Environmental Protection
and the Chairperson of the Tidelands Resource Council, and has caused
the Great Seal of the State of New Jersey to be hereunto affixed, and has

caused these acts to be concurred in by the Attorney General and attested

, ChreP P Hp
@;y the Secretary of State this l l day of §%é 5 20%0

6/18/26
Henry Gajda E Date
Chief of Staff Q[ '
Department of Environmental Prdtection

%@/2& M@(X«v 6//“(,/2(7

Pat Robbie, Chairperson of the Date
T elands Resource Council

(&

ATTEST:

- 7/17/&@
Pr—B et D7, SR : '
%@Dé )SD .L;e;&enaat—@evemora‘Secretaly of StatS_ UJ\A—@ pare

47%4&%\ ﬂ(@ze‘

Jennifer Davenport Attorney General Date
By A. Paul Stofa
Assistant Attorney General




STATE OF NEW JERSEY
SS:

COUNTY OF MERCER

\ ol BE IT REMEMBERED that on this [ 1 day of X 2;% 5 20&; before me, a Notary Public of New Jersgy, C '
6& personally appeared>Pr—Date-G—Caldwell; who being by me ddly sworn on his oath, says that ReTs th%‘? )
'@C N State of the State of New Jersey, the LICENSOR named in this instrument; thatthe knows the Great Seal of the State
@ of New Jersey; that the Seal affixed to this instrument is that seal and was affixed by him as the act and deed of the

LICENSOR; that on the date each signatory executed this instrument each held the office attributed to them, i.e.,
Jennifer Davenport was the Attorney General, and that the authority to review and sign this LICENSE was delegated
to A. Paul Stofa, Assistant Attorney General, and in AAG Stofa’s absence, Assistant Attorney General Jessica Palmer,
in a document entitled “Tidelands Delegation”, dated March 9, 2026, filed with the Secretary of State, with a copy
filed in the records of the Tidelands Resource Council recorded March 10, 2026 in Liber L-15 page 184, Mary Pat
Robbie was the Chairperson of the Tidelands Resource Council, and Ed Potosnak was the Acting Commissioner of
the Department of Environmental Protection, and that he delegated his authority to review, approve, and sign this
LICENSE to Henry Gajda, via Memorandum dated March, 31, 2026, filed with the Department, and that he knows
their signatures and that they signed this instrument as the act and LICENSE of the State of New Jersey; and that this
LICENSE was concurred in by the Attorney General and that the consideration to be paid for this LICENSE is
provided in accordance with the attached Schedule A - Annual License Fees.

SIS ke

@ Dr.-Bele-6—€atdwetr Buolre B e D

W&e ,ary\_o_bf State

Sworn to and Subscribed
Before me the date aforesaid

A Notary Public of the State of New Jersey

(This instrument was reviewed and approved by the Attorney General’s Office of the State
of New Jersey.)




SCHEDULE A
Annual License Fees
Fee Schedule based on the Utility or Utility Related Projects (Adopted 10/06/10) policy
https://dep.nj.gov/wp-content/uploads/wlm/downloads/tidelands/td 012.pdf

License area
Fee Year Start Date End Date Be e (saft) Fee Amount
Year 1 06/03/2026 06/03/2027 S0 2a, $14,084
Year 2 06/03/2027 06/03/2028 30.15 LA $14,084
Year 3 06/03/2028 06/03/2029 $0.16 93,’894 $15,023
Years | 060032029 | 06/032030 | 016 93,894 §15,023
Year 5 06/03/2030 06/03/2031 sels 93,894 $15,023
Year6 | 06/032031 | 06/03/2032 ST 93,894 $15,962
Year 7 06/03/2032 06/03/2033 30.17 95834 $15,962

Note: Fee Schedule Amendment (as applicable)

As approved at the May 6, 2026 TRC meeting, The license area for the total square footage of the
structures to occupy tidelands is 93,894 square feet and the price calculation is based on the square
footage multiplied by the current rate or base fee of $0.15 sq.ft utility fee beginning in 2026 established in
the current TRC utility policy. There is a 2.5% inflator increase applied against the base rate so the cost
of the license will increase accordingly with the increase in the base rate.

The license fee is based on a total license area of 93,894 sqft and the license fee will begin at $14,084 per
year and increase over time as provided in the above fee schedule.

However, in a portion of the Raritan Bay Loop, the proposed pipeline will cross an existing cable, the
Neptune Regional Transmission Cable. There are two proposed scenarios for the crossing — a shallow
crossing and a deep crossing. The final placement for the proposed Transco pipeline will be determined
based on the depth of the Neptune Cable during construction. Both crossing options are approved under
the issued NJDEP Land Use permit #0000-25-0012.1 LUP250001.




SCHEDULE A continued

The tidelands utility license area referenced in the above Schedule A is for the shallow crossing scenario,
where a larger square footage will be required due to the placement of additional concrete mattresses
needed to protect the pipeline at this shallower depth. If it is determined that the deep crossing (which is
preferred by the licensee) is possible, the total license area would be reduced from 93,894 sq. ft. to
83,865 sq. ft. due to the smaller area of concrete mattresses needed.

As required under SPECIAL CONDITION 2, the licensee is required to submit a post construction as-
built site plan and advise if the license area calculation has changed and provide the revised square
footage (if applicable) and the license will be modified with a “Fee Schedule Amendment” to reflect the
revised annual fee and fee schedule.

However, there will be no refund or amendment to any prior fees paid or due prior to the Bureau of
Tidelands Management being provided with a post construction as-built site plan and notification of any

change to the license area.

All the other terms and conditions of the license will remain in effect.
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NOTE:

This exhibit is intended for the property owner's reference
and convenience only. This exhibit was not prepared by
an NJPLS and is not a survey of the conveyance area.
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EXHIBIT "A"

RARITAN BAY

F.

NEW JERSEY
DEPARTMENT oF
ENVIRONMENTAL
PROTECTION

BUREAU OF TIDELANDS MANAGEMENT
MAP SHOWING
LANDS UNDER TIDE-WATER SITUATE
IN THE BOROUGH OF SAYREVILLE
IN THE COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX
LICENSE TO:
WILLIAMS/TRANSCO NESE

DATED: {//S;/?[

LD L

Manager, Béfeau of Tidelands Management



N 1219-25-0004.1 TDI250001

EXHIBIT "B"

LOWER BAY

RARITAN BAY

'\ ‘ /;\\\‘

2 .,

S

: R NJ Licensed Pipeline
sl

== == Raritan Loop
=== Madison Loop
CP Loop

— NJ/NY State
- Boundary Line

NOTE:

New Jersey licensed segment includes those portions within
New Jersey waters only.

This exhibit is intended for the property owner's reference
and convenience only. This exhibit was not prepared by
an NJPLS and is not a survey of the conveyance area.
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IN THE COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX
LICENSE TO:
WILLIAMS/TRANSCO NESE

DATED: ¢/r5/0¢

J Lo

Manager, Bureay/of Tidelands Management



DANIEL A GREENHOUSE, Esq. Before Appellate Division,

EASTERN ENVIRONMENTAL LAW CENTER Superior Court of New Jersey
ONE GATEWAY CENTER DOCKET NO.
SUITE 2600

NEWARK, NJ 07102
973-424-1166
dgreenhouse@easternenvironmental.org
STATE AGENCY

IN THE MATTER OF 1219-25-0004.1 TDI250001
TRANSCONTINENTAL GAS PIPE LINE COMPANY,
UTILITY LICENSE CHEESEQUAKE CREEK
TRIBUTARY & RARITAN BAY, SAYREVILLE BORO,
MIDDLESEX COUNTY

PROOF OF SERVICE

| hereby certify that an original of the following documents, CERTIFICATION OF
CONFIDENTIAL IDENTIFIERS, NOTICE OF APPEAL, TRIAL COURT
ORDER/JUDGMENT/DECISION (06/12/2026), TRIAL COURT OPINION (05/06/2026),
TRIAL COURT ORDER/JUDGMENT/DECISION (07/10/2026), PROOF OF SERVICE,
CASE INFORMATION STATEMENT were submitted and transmitted to the parties listed
below in the following format:

ELECTRONICALLY TO:

ATTORNEY NAME: SOOKIE BAE-PARK, Esq.
dol.appeals@law.njoag.gov(DOLAPPEALS@LPS.STATE.NJ.US;
DOLAPPEALS@LPS.STATE.NJ.US)

ATTORNEY NAME: RICHARD G SCOTT, Esq.
rscott@rutterroy.com; croy@rutterroy.com; fmiele@rutterroy.com
ATTORNEY NAME: NICOLAS G SEMINOFF, Esq.
nicolas.seminoff@law.njoag.gov

STATE AGENCY: ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

BY MAIL:

| certify that the forgoing statements made by me are true. | am aware that if any of
the foregoing statements made by me are willfully false, | am subject to punishment.

Attorney for APPELLANT
CENTRAL JERSEY SAFE ENERGY
COALITION

Dated: 07/27/2026 By: S/ DANIEL A GREENHOUSE, Esq.

(*) truncated due to space limit. Please find full information in the additional pages of the form. page 1 of 1




New Jersey Judiciary
Superior Court - Appellate Division

Civil Case Information Statement

Please type or clearly print all information.

Title in Full Trial Court or Agency Docket Number
IN THE MATTER OF 1219-25-0004.1 TDI250001 1219-25-0004.1 TDI250001
TRANSCONTINENTAL GAS PIPE LINE COMPANY,
UTILITY LICENSE CHEESEQUAKE CREEK
TRIBUTARY & RARITAN BAY, SAYREVILLE BORO,
MIDDLESEX COUNTY

Appellant’s Attorney * Email Address: dgreenhouse@easternenvironmental.org
O Plaintiff O Defendant Bl Other (Specify) INTERVENOR
Name Client
CENTRAL JERSEY SAFE ENERGY
DANIEL A GREENHOUSE, Esq. COALITION*
Street Address City State Zip Telephone Number
ONE GATEWAY CENTER SUITE 2600 NEWARK NJ 07102 973-424-1166

Respondent’s Attorney * Email Address: dol.appeals@law.njoag.gov
DOLAPPEALS@LPS.STATE.NJ.US

O Plaintiff 0 Defendant B Other (Specify) STATE AGENCY

Name Client

SOOKIE BAE-PARK, Esq. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

Street Address City State Zip Telephone Number
25 MARKET ST PO BOX 112 TRENTON NJ 08625-0112 609-984-3900

Give Date and Summary of Judgment, Order, or Decision Being Appealed and Attach a Copy:

At a meeting of the Tidelands Resource Council (TRC), on May 6, 2026, the TRC voted to approve a tidelands
instrument for the Transcontinental Gas Pipeline Company's proposed Northeast Supply Enhancement (NESE)
project. The TRC meeting minutes, were signed and approved on June 12, 2026, by the DEP Commissioner’s
delegate, Henry Gajda, Chief of Staff. Tidelands, also known as riparian lands, are all lands that are now or were
formerly flowed by the mean high tide of a natural waterbody (such as the ocean, bays, and tidal sections of
rivers and creeks, and also includes marshlands inundated by the tide). The State of New Jersey owns in fee
simple all lands that are flowed by the tide up to the high-water line and claims ownership of those formerly
flowed tidelands as delineated on the Tidelands Claims Maps. These state-owned tidelands are held in trust for
the people of the state. All tidelands are overseen by the Tidelands Resource Council, a board of twelve
Governor-appointed volunteers, along with DEP staff at the Bureau of Tidelands Management. According to the
App. Div. rules, the 45 day timeframe (R. 2:4-1(b)) to appeal the TRC/DEP’s final agency decision runs from June
12, 2026, to Monday, July 27, 2026. See Jersey Shore Beach & Boardwalk Co. Inc. v. N.J. Tidelands Res. Council,
No. A-0684-24, 2026 N.J. Super. Unpub. LEXIS 211, (App. Div. Feb. 9, 2026).

Have all the issues as to all the parties in this action, before the trial court or agency, been BMYes [No
disposed? (These claims may include counterclaims, cross-claims, third-party claims, and
applications for counsel fees.)

If outstanding claims remain open, has the order been properly certified OYes[CONo HIN/A
as final pursuant to R. 4:42-27

A) If the order has been properly certified, attach copies of the order and the complaint and any

(*) truncated due to space limit. Please find full information in the additional pages of the form.
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other relevant pleadings to the order being appealed. Attach a brief explanation as to why the
order qualified for certification pursuant to R. 4:42-2.

B) If the order has not been certified or has been improperly certified, leave to appeal must be
sought. (See R. 2:2-4; 2:5-6.) Please note that an improperly certified order is not binding on the
Appellate Division.

If claims remain open and/or the order has not been properly certified, you may want to consider
filing a motion for leave to appeal or submitting an explanation as to why you believe the matter
is final and appealable as of right.

being questioned? (R. 2:5-1(b)(4))

Give a Brief Statement of the Facts and Procedural History:

\Were any claims dismissed without prejudice? COYes HMNo
If so, explain and indicate any agreement between the parties concerning future disposition of those

claims.

Is the validity of a statute, regulation, executive order, franchise or constitutional provision of this State [IYes HNo

The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) issued an approval for the project and the NJ DEP issued
land use and coastal development permits (including requisite Water Quality Certificates) for the proposed
pipeline project. There are currently pending legal challenges in federal court. These pending legal challenges
have been assigned Docket #: 25-2938 in United States Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit and Case #: 26-
1253 in the United States Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit.

The DEP's land use and coastal development permits (including the requisite Water Quality Certificates) are
conditioned upon Transco's receipt of the requisite Tidelands Instruments, for use of the State owned
tidelands, which is at issue in this instant appeal. The TRC and the DEP issued its final decision to approve of
Transco's application to use the State owned tidelands for the proposed pipeline project on June 12, 2026. The
DEP issued the actual Tidelands instrument to Transco on July 10, 2026, when it was signed by the Deputy
Attorney General.

To the extent possible, list the proposed issues to be raised on the appeal as they will be described in appropriate point
headings pursuant to R. 2:6-2(a)(6). (Appellant or cross-appellant only.):

1 - The TRC/DEP decision is arbitrary and capricious.
2 - The TRC/DEP decision is contrary to the NJ DEP’s legislative mission and its expressed policy statements.

3 - The TRC/DEP decision is in violation of the Tidelands Act, at N.J.S.A. § 12:3-12.1, because the TRC and
DEP erroneously determined, and failed to present a credible record to prove, that the NESE project is in the
public interest.

4 - The TRC/DEP decision is in violation of the Tidelands Act, at N.J.S.A. § 12:3-12.1, because the TRC and
DEP erroneously determined, and failed to present a credible record to prove, that the State will not have a
future use for the Tidelands at issue.

5 - The TRC/DEP decision is in violation of the Tidelands Act, at N.J.S.A. § 12:3-26, because the TRC and DEP
erroneously determined, and failed to present a credible record to prove, that the compensation to be paid,
and all other reasonably foreseeable costs and benefits of the project, are in the interests of the State.

6 - The project is not in the public interest because it is inconsistent with the the goals, strategies, policy,
objectives and policies of the New Jersey State Development and Redevelopment Plan (State Plan) adopted
pursuant to the New Jersey State Planning Act and the State Planning Act rules, because the project is
inconsistent with the State's climate change agenda. See N.J.A.C. 7:7A-10.2(B)(12)(i).

7 - The project is not in the public interest because the record does not prove there is a positive balance
between the economic costs and benefits, both public and private, of the proposed regulated activity to the

(*) truncated due to space limit. Please find full information in the additional pages of the form.
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general area. See N.J.A.C. 7:7A-10.2(B)(12)(vi).

8 - The project is not in the public interest because this project is unwise from a sustainability perspective.
Approving pipelines on public land commits society to decades of fossil fuel dependency at a time when
climate science calls for rapid decarbonization. This project crowds out investment in renewable energy and
conservation solutions that better align with the long-term public interest. Infrastructure built today shapes
energy policy for generations, regardless of future public will. This pipeline on public land is not in the public
interest because it privatizes benefits while socializing risks, degrades irreplaceable resources, entrenches
climate-damaging infrastructure, and undermines the long-term purposes of public land stewardship. True
public interest demands decisions that prioritize environmental protection, intergenerational equity, and
shared benefits, not short-term private gain.

9 - The TRC/DEP final decision included procedural defects because the DEP's final decision to approve the
TRC's May 6, 2026 meeting minutes was not the subject of any meaningful public participation, and the entire
process was not governed by any duly promulgated regulations, as required by New Jersey’s Administrative
Procedure Act. N.J.S.A. § 52:14B-3.

If you are appealing from a judgment entered by a trial judge sitting without a jury or from an order of the trial court,
complete the following:

1. Did the trial judge issue oral findings or an opinion? If so, on what date? Lyes MNo
2. Did the trial judge issue written findings or an opinion? If so, on what date? Oyes MNo
3. Will the trial judge be filing a statement or an opinion pursuant to R. 2:5-1(d)? [0 Yes l No [ Unknown

Caution: Before you indicate that there was neither findings nor an opinion, you should inquire of the trial judge to
determine whether findings or an opinion was placed on the record out of counsel’s presence or whether the judge
will be filing a statement or opinion pursuant to R. 2:5-1(d).

Date of Your Inquiry:

1. Is there any appeal now pending or about to be brought before this court which:
(A) Arises from substantially the same case or controversy as this appeal? BYes [INo
(B) Involves an issue that is substantially the same, similar or related to an issue in this appeal? B Yes  [INo
If the answer to the question above is Yes, state:

Case Title Trial Court Docket# Party Name
2. Was there any prior appeal involving this case or controversy? BYes [INo
If the answer to question above is Yes, state:
Case Name and Type (direct, 1st PCR, other, etc.) Appellate Division Docket Number
IN THE MATTER OF 1219-25-0004.1 TDI250001 A-004004-25

TRANSCONTINENTAL GAS PIPE LINE COMPANY,
UTILITY LICENSE, CHEESEQUAKE CREEK TRIBUTARY
& RARITAN BAY, SAYREVILLE BORO, MIDDLESEX
COUNTY

Civil appeals are screened for submission to the Civil Appeals Settlement Program (CASP) to determine their potential
for settlement or, in the alternative, a simplification of the issues and any other matters that may aid in the disposition or
handling of the appeal. Please consider these when responding to the following question. A negative response will not
necessarily rule out the scheduling of a preargument conference.

State whether you think this case may benefit from a CASP conference. OYes HNo
Explain your answer:
This project is in stark violation of numerous laws and contradicts the DEP's core mission.

(*) truncated due to space limit. Please find full information in the additional pages of the form.
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Whether or not an opinion is approved for publication in the official court report books, the Judiciary posts all Appellate
Division opinions on the Internet.

| certify that confidential personal identifiers have been redacted from documents now submitted to the court, and will be
redacted from all documents submitted in the future in accordance with Rule 1:38-7(b).

CENTRAL JERSEY SAFE ENERGY COALITION DANIEL A GREENHOUSE, Esq.
Name of Appellant or Respondent Name of Counsel of Record
(or your name if not represented by counsel)

07/27/2026 s/ DANIEL A GREENHOUSE, Esq.
Date Signature of Counsel of Record
(or your signature if not represented by counsel)

016102005 dgreenhouse@easternenvironmental.org
Bar # Email Address

(*) truncated due to space limit. Please find full information in the additional pages of the form.
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New Jersey Judiciary

% £ Superior Court - Appellate Division
% §§ .
S CIVIL Case Information Statement
Additional appellants continued below
Appellant’s Attorney Email Address: dgreenhouse@easternenvironmental.org
O Plaintiff O Defendant Bl Other (Specify) INTERVENOR
Name Client
DANIEL A GREENHOUSE, Esq. FOOD & WATER WATCH
Street Address City State Zip Telephone Number
ONE GATEWAY CENTER SUITE 2600 NEWARK NJ 07102 973-424-1166
Appellant’s Attorney Email Address: dgreenhouse@easternenvironmental.org

O Plaintiff O Defendant Bl Other (Specify) INTERVENOR

Name Client
NEW JERSEY LEAGUE OF
CONSERVATION VOTERS EDUCATION
DANIEL A GREENHOUSE, Esq. FUND
Street Address City State  Zip Telephone Number
ONE GATEWAY CENTER SUITE 2600 NEWARK NJ 07102 973-424-1166
Appellant’s Attorney Email Address: dgreenhouse@easternenvironmental.org

O Plaintiff O Defendant Bl Other (Specify) INTERVENOR

Name Client

DANIEL A GREENHOUSE, Esq. NY/NJ BAYKEEPER

Street Address City State Zip Telephone Number

ONE GATEWAY CENTER SUITE 2600 NEWARK NJ 07102 973-424-1166
Appellant’s Attorney Email Address: dgreenhouse@easternenvironmental.org

O Plaintiff O Defendant Bl Other (Specify) INTERVENOR

Name Client

PRINCETON MANOR HOMEOWNERS

DANIEL A GREENHOUSE, Esq. ASSOCIATION

Street Address City State Zip Telephone Number

ONE GATEWAY CENTER SUITE 2600 NEWARK NJ 07102 973-424-1166

Additional respondents continued below

Respondent’s Attorney Email Address: rscott@rutterroy.com; croy@rutterroy.com; fmiele@rutterroy.com

O Plaintiff O Defendant B Other (Specify) PETITIONER

Name Client

TRANSCONTINENTAL GAS PIPE LINE
RICHARD G SCOTT, Esq. COMPANY
Street Address City State  Zip Telephone Number
2052 ROUTE 35, SUITE 103 RIVERS EDGE
PROFESSIONAL BUILDING WALL NJ 07719 732-462-1990

Respondent’s Attorney  Email Address: nicolas.seminoff@law.njoag.gov

O Plaintiff O Defendant Bl Other (Specify) STATE AGENCY

Name Client

NICOLAS G SEMINOFF, Esq. TIDELANDS RESOURCE COUNCIL

Street Address City State  Zip Telephone Number
25 MARKET ST PO BOX 112 TRENTON NJ 08625-0112 609-984-3900
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Additional parties continued below

Appellant’s attorney email address continued below
PARTY NAME: FOOD & WATER WATCH ATTORNEY NAME: DANIEL A GREENHOUSE, Esq.
dgreenhouse@easternenvironmental.org
PARTY NAME: NEW JERSEY LEAGUE OF CONSERVATION VOTERS EDUCATION FUND ATTORNEY
NAME: DANIEL A GREENHOUSE, Esq.
dgreenhouse@easternenvironmental.org
PARTY NAME: NY/NJ BAYKEEPER ATTORNEY NAME: DANIEL A GREENHOUSE, Esq.
dgreenhouse@easternenvironmental.org
PARTY NAME: PRINCETON MANOR HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION ATTORNEY NAME: DANIEL A
GREENHOUSE, Esq.
dgreenhouse@easternenvironmental.org
Respondent’s attorney email address continued below
PARTY NAME: TRANSCONTINENTAL GAS PIPE LINE COMPANY ATTORNEY NAME: RICHARD G
SCOTT, Esq.
rscott@rutterroy.com
croy@rutterroy.com
fmiele@rutterroy.com
PARTY NAME: TIDELANDS RESOURCE COUNCIL ATTORNEY NAME: NICOLAS G SEMINOFF, Esq.
nicolas.seminoff@law.njoag.gov
Additional Party’s attorney email address continued below
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