June 23, 2026
Dear Energy and Commerce, Energy Subcommittee Chair Latta and Ranking Member Castor:

We write to oppose the package of grid and large load legislation scheduled for consideration
on Wednesday, June 25 by the Subcommittee on Energy. Taken together, these bills create a
policy framework centered on facilitating the expansion of large electricity projects needed to
accommodate large scale data centers, while neglecting to address the broader costs and
cumulative impacts of data center growth on communities. While some of these bills may
protect consumers from certain direct utility costs, they risk creating a false impression that
Congress is creating a comprehensive framework to protect consumers and the public from
data centers expansion.

The bills—including the "Ratepayer Protection Act" (H.R.9340), the “Protecting Families from Al
Data Center Energy Costs Act” (H.R. 6529), the “Load Forecasting Enhancement Act" (H.R.
9332), the “Affordable Innovation for the Grid Act” (H.R. 9339), the “Advanced Transmission
Technology to Reduce Rates Act” (H.R. 9335), Expanding Generator Interconnection
Procedures Act of 2025, and the “High-Capacity Grid Act" (H.R. 6633)--largely ignore issues
impacting people across the country including growing water demand and water scarcity, rising
water and wastewater infrastructure costs, increasing air and water pollution, loss of farmland,
forests, wildlife habitat, and other undeveloped land and the cumulative effects of concentrated
data center development on communities, local ecosystems, public health and quality of life. In
reality, these bills are likely to facilitate more data center projects by addressing challenges
facing utilities and data centers — rather than the public — such as reducing financial uncertainty
for utilities, limiting environmental reviews, and creating a policy framework centered on
accommodating rapidly growing electricity demand from data centers.

Congress should not be advancing policies that make it easier to accommodate growth in data
center demand, while leaving the public and ratepayers exposed to the significant harms and
costs of mega data center development. Congress would better serve the public by putting a
pause on the unfettered expansion of data centers and their energy infrastructure until we
understand the full impacts of these projects and have a comprehensive framework to protect
the public and our natural resources from them.

Sincerely,
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