
March 2, 2026​
​
Dear Governor Hochul and Legislators:​
​
We, the undersigned organizations, urge you to support legislation establishing a temporary 

statewide moratorium on the approval and construction of new data centers in New York (S. 

9144 / A. 10141).​
​
The explosive growth of data centers is one of the biggest affordability and environmental 

threats of our generation. This expansion is rapidly increasing demand for energy, driving more 

fossil fuel pollution, straining water resources and raising electricity prices. All this compounds 

the significant and concerning impacts data centers are having on society, including lost jobs, 

social instability, and concentration of wealth.​
​
The scale and speed of data center development have accelerated so quickly that government 

has not had the time or space to systematically evaluate the impacts and put thoughtful 

guardrails in place. As a result, key economic and environmental questions remain unresolved, 

and communities are being asked to absorb risks before clear standards are established.​
​
In the meantime, the evidence of massive harms caused by data centers continues to mount. In 

New York, the energy demand of proposed new data centers is double the use of all New York 

households combined. This threatens to result in a huge and costly expansion of fracked gas 

pipelines and power plants. Historically, fossil fuel and nuclear infrastructure that would be built 

to support data centers has been sited in low-income and Black, Brown, and Indigenous 

communities already burdened by environmental injustice. 

The threat of skyrocketing electric bills is particularly troubling. New York experienced a 43 

percent increase in residential rates between 2020 and 2025. The rapid build-out of data 

centers risks exacerbating this harmful trend, driving up energy bills for New Yorkers while 

undermining the ability to meet our legally-mandated climate goals and burdening our 

communities with enormous water withdrawals, all while creating few permanent jobs.​
​
The rapid, largely unregulated rise of data centers to fuel the AI and crypto frenzy is disrupting 

communities across New York and threatening New Yorkers’ economic, environmental, climate 

and water security. We urge you to support S. 9144 / A. 10141, which establishes a temporary 

statewide moratorium on new data centers until their harms can be fully assessed and 

understood and adequate new laws and regulations can be enacted to fully protect our 

communities, our families, our environment and our health from the runaway damage this 



industry is already inflicting.​
​
Please support and help pass S. 9144 /  A. 10141.​
​
Thank you for your consideration. 
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