Oppose Senator Sheehy's Attack on Pipeline
Opposition and Free Speech

October 8, 2025

The Honorable Ted Cruz and Maria Cantwell

US Senate Committee on Science Commerce and Transportation
254 Russell Senate Building

Washington DC, 20510

Dear Chair Cruz and Ranking Member Cantwell:

On behalf of an alliance of public-interest, landowner, Indigenous, and environmental justice
organizations, we write to express our deep concern with the pipeline criminalization
amendment to the Pipeline Safety Act proposed by Senator Sheehy. Rather than focusing on
common-sense regulations that would protect public safety, Senator Sheehy is focused on
threatening free speech and preventing collective action.

We urge the Committee to reject any Amendment that criminalizes the activities of those
organizing to stop pipeline construction and operations.

Senator Sheehy's amendment is a direct attack on protest activity, threatening those who violate
these draconian provisions with fines and up to 20 years in prison. There are already laws
against trespassing, as well as damaging and destroying pipeline equipment. Further expanding
these provisions to a wide set of activities would serve to squelch peaceful protest and
discourse about the public health and safety risks that pipelines pose to communities.

Damaging and destroying pipelines are already criminal activities that we do not support;
however, the amendment would extend these attacks to a very broad category of activities that
go far beyond current penalties for acts that disrupt pipeline operations and construction. While
we do not agree with the destruction of property, we are concerned that community members
and landowners may conduct many activities which could be construed as “disrupting” or
“preventing the operation or construction” of a pipeline. Under this ambiguous language, those
who seek to suppress the voices of people who want to protect their communities and the
environment could try to interpret the provision to include peaceful protests, organizing to stop
permit approvals, preventing surveyors from trespassing on privately-owned land, or banner
hanging.

We stand ready to work with the lawmakers to ensure physical damage does not occur to
pipelines, but that cannot include threatening free speech.
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