Commonsense fixes needed to protect communities from CO2
pipeline hazards and to correct gaps in the House T&l PIPES Act

October 20, 2025

The Honorable Ted Cruz and Maria Cantwell

US Senate Committee on Science Commerce and Transportation
254 Russell Senate Building

Washington DC, 20510

Dear Chair Cruz and Ranking Member Cantwell:

On behalf of an alliance of public-interest, landowner, Indigenous, and environmental
justice organizations, we write to register our dissatisfaction with the House Transportation
& Infrastructure PIPES Act and to urge the Senate Commerce Committee to advance
evidence-based safety measures that protect communities from dangerous CO2 pipelines.

As documented in a May 15 letter to House and Senate leadership and a Sept 17 letter to
House T&l leadership, the House approach to carbon dioxide safety is wholly inadequate.
Since CO2 pipelines are almost entirely funded through hundreds of billions of taxpayer
dollars and require the taking of vast numbers of private properties via eminent domain and
thus violations of communities’ right to self-determination, the least Congress can do is
ensure that federal pipeline safety law will protect threatened landowners and communities.

We urge the Committee to include the following safety measures in its bill:

e Require operators and developers to disclose emergency-response information to
state and local first responders, route permitting agencies, and the public, including
plume dispersion maps, to allow rigorous state, local, and private emergency
response planning and route selection.

e Require CO2 pipeline companies to fund local emergency response planning and
preparedness including training, drills, equipment, personal protective equipment,
and real-time public alert systems.

e Clarify that nothing in the Pipeline Safety Act prevents states and local governments
from setting zoning and routing requirements for hazardous liquid or CO2 pipeline
facilities that serve safety objectives, consistent with PHMSA’s understanding detailed in
letters to proposed CO2 operators.

e Clarify that the Pipeline Safety Act does not regulate pipelines after they have been
permanently removed from service, thereby confirming that state and local
governments may protect landowner property interests through mitigation of
abandoned pipeline infrastructure. Landowners should not be forced to bear
post-abandonment impacts such as soil disturbance, interference with agricultural
drainage/tile, and constraints on future development.


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1shIvfsZ0q9GrGOspGnTBRcmNr7c4-sDj/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1P-TkXjqymJjyeZG93v0Xu6B8fiaFO2hQ/view?usp=sharing
https://www.earthtrack.net/sites/default/files/documents/taxpayer-costs-for-ccus_final.pdf
https://www.earthtrack.net/sites/default/files/documents/taxpayer-costs-for-ccus_final.pdf
https://www.phmsa.dot.gov/sites/phmsa.dot.gov/files/2023-09/PHMSA%20Letters%20to%20Wolf%20Carbon%2C%20Summit%2C%20and%20Navigator%20Clarifying%20Federal%2C%20State%2C%20and%20Local%20Government%20Pipeline%20Authorities.pdf

We urge the Senate Commerce Committee to require PHMSA to:

Continue research on odorants;

Establish a default minimum 2 mile emergency planning zone for CO2 pipelines;
Set safety standards for CO2 pipeline leak detection;

Require shorter distances between automatic shutoff valves;

Establish limits on contaminants that drive corrosion and brittle fractures;
Strengthen fracture-control requirements;

Require public alert systems via texts and phone calls in the event of a rupture; and
Disclosure of public communications in multiple languages.

We stand ready to work with the lawmakers to ensure we have CO2 pipeline laws that put
the safety and well being of communities above that of project developers who seek to profit
by exploiting communities with these dangerous projects.
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