May 13th, 2025

Dear Members of Congress:

We are health care and public health professionals who daily confront social, economic,
and environmental threats to human health that contribute to sickness, poor birth
outcomes, developmental disorders among children, shortened lifespans, and
expensive medical treatments. These threats include exposure to lead and lack of
access to healthy food, medical care, and safe drinking water. As such, we write to
express our alarm at proposed budget and spending cuts to essential food, water and
healthcare programs, which we know will contribute to the burden of disease among the
American people. We urge you to reject these cuts as well as the ongoing efforts to
repeal basic public health protections like the Lead and Copper Rule Improvements.

1. Reject Budget Bill Cuts that Endanger Public Health

In February, the House passed a budget reconciliation resolution (H.Con.Res.14) that
directs Congressional committees to find deep cuts in government funding that will
profoundly harm the health and wellbeing of millions of people in the county. In order to
offset the cost of $4.5 trillion in tax breaks that are weighted heavily towards
corporations and the country’s wealthiest individuals, the budget resolution directs major
cuts in mandatory spending.

As the details of the budget bill are marked up, we implore you to protect public health
and:

e Reject cuts to programs that fight hunger. The budget resolution directs cuts
that jeopardizes the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), which
provides food assistance to more than 40 million low-income people annually.
While not in current House committee proposal, an earlier list of options also
proposed cuts to the free school lunch program, which feeds millions of children
while they learn.

e Reject cuts to healthcare. The budget resolution directs cuts that jeopardize the
access to healthcare for the 73 million adults and children who rely on Medicaid.

e Reject cuts to clean water. While not in the current House committee proposal,
earlier this year, the House Ways & Means Committee proposed removing the
tax exemption on municipal bonds as a potential way to pay for tax cuts. About
90 percent of water projects are financed using local government borrowing, and
removing the tax exemption on general obligation and revenue bonds would
devastate local governments’ ability to finance projects necessary for clean
water. We remind you that we are each 60 percent water by weight. When
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drinking water is contaminated with pathogens or harmful chemicals, so, too, are
our bodies.

2. Reject Appropriations Bill Cuts that Endanger Public Health

As Congress works on the annual appropriations bill for fiscal year 2026, we implore
you to ensure full funding for programs that protect our food, water and health.

e Oppose spending cuts for USDA’s and the CDC’s food safety programs:
Notably, the Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service at the CDC is charged
with protecting the health of US agriculture and natural resources against
invasive pests and diseases including, HSN1 Avian Influenza. Bird flu is currently
spreading - millions of birds have been infected and as of late January 65 cases
had been transmitted to humans including two deaths. We need a strong federal
response to get bird flu under control. Cuts to the services charged with doing
this will result in more disease and even higher costs to consumers.

e Oppose spending cuts to safe and clean water programs. Last year, the
House passed appropriations legislation that would have cut funding for the State
Revolving Fund programs by 25 percent — the lowest levels in more than 15
years. This year may be even worse. Trump’s budget proposed a nearly 90
percent cut with the goal of eliminating this funding. Poor water infrastructure
results in diseases, including noroviruses, Legionella disease, and more. There
are more than 7 million cases of waterborne diseases in the United States every
year. As a result of these illnesses, more than 100,000 people are hospitalized
and over 6,000 people die each year.

3. Reject Efforts to Repeal the Lead and Copper Rule
Improvements (LCRI)

And lastly, please oppose efforts to repeal basic water safety regulations. We ask that
you reject H.J.Res. 44 and any joint resolution to disapprove of and repeal the Lead and
Copper Rule Improvements (LCRI) under the Congressional Review Act. Fortunately,
the window of opportunity for the Senate to fast track the repeal has passed, and we
urge you to not take up this resolution under normal procedures. The LCRI was a major
improvement to the existing regulation limiting lead in drinking water. Most notably, it
speeds up lead service line replacement, requiring most communities to replace lead
services lines within a decade. Because lead service lines are the primary source of
lead in water, replacing them with copper service lines will have profound public health
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impacts, particularly for our most vulnerable populations including infants whose
developing brains and hearts can be permanently damaged by early-life exposure to
lead.

There is no safe level of lead in drinking water, and it's especially dangerous for
children. The EPA estimates that 9 million homes and other properties are still served
through lead service lines. By removing them, the LCRI will have profound and
measurable public health benefits: preventing risky low-birth weights in up to 900,000
infants, preventing developmental disorders in up to 2,600 children, and reducing up to
1,500 cases of premature death from heart disease.

Again, we urge your commitment to support common sense public health protections
and to oppose measures that would jeopardize access to safe food and clean water.

Sincerely,

A E Karcher PhD (Virginia)

A. Lynn, MD (Washington)

Aaron Cde Baca (New Mexico)

Adam Lough, clinical staff (Washington)
Alaina Stenberg, RN, BSN (New Mexico)
Alan M. Solomon, Ph.D. (California)
Alex Denny, DPT (Vermont)

Alex Fay, BSN, RN (Ohio)

Alexandra Ashinoff, MD (New York)
Alexandria Porter BSN, CMSRN, RN (Florida)
Alexis Cameron, RN (New York)

Alfred G Jonas MD (Florida)

Allen Cooper, M.D. (California)

Allen E Lavee, MD (California)

Amanda Millstein, MD (California)
Amanda Mole, LCSW (Florida)

Amy Burke, social worker (Florida)

Amy Paige, RN (Washington)

Andrea Kurtzman, RN (Washington)
Andrea Thew, RN, OCN (Florida)
Andrew Dicristina, PTA (Florida)

Andrew Jensen, MD MPH (New Mexico)
Angela Hunnicutt, Ph.D., HSPP (Indiana)
Ankush Bansal, MD (Florida)

Ann Bristow, Ph.D. (Maryland)

Ann Levy, RN, BSN (California)

Ann Schwada RN (New York)
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Ann Troy, MD (California)

Anna Heineke, DVM (New Jersey)

Anne Brouha MD (Tennessee)

Annice Barber-Petroff, HHA (New Mexico)
AnnMarie Plesnik, MA, LPC, NCC (New Jersey)
Antara Quinones, PT (Montana)

Arthur R Fellows, PhD (Texas)

Ashley Rideout, LCSW (Florida)

Ashley Watkins-Maagad, health agency staff (Indiana)
Atman Johnson RN (Virginia)

Avelina Bardwell MD (New Mexico)

Avital Mintz-Morgenthau, MD (Pennsylvania)
Babd McRae, PSM (New Mexico)

Barbara Burton LMT, RMT (Texas)

Barbara Gottlieb, public health researcher, (Maryland)
Barbara H Warren, MD, MPH (Arizona)
Barbara H Wurth, MS PT (Pennsylvania)
Barbara Laxon OT (Pennsylvania)

Barbara Monnette, LCSW (California)
Barbara Newman MD, MPH (California)
Barbara W. Brandom, MD (Pennsylvania)
Barton H. Schoenfeld, MD, FACC (New York)
Batbara Commins RN (California)

Ben Ramsden-Stein, DO (California)

Betsy Scott RN BSN (Washington)

Betsy Zucker, MSN (Oregon)

Bill Osmunson, DDS MPH (Washington)
Binh Duong, MSW (Florida)

B. R. Lemonik, clinical staff (New York)
Brenda Goldstein, MPH (California)

Brenda Nuyen, MD (California)

Brian A Allen, OD (Michigan)

Brian Drummond, MD FAAEM (Arizona)
Brian L. Jennison, Ph.D. (New Hampshire)
Brian Moench, MD (Utah)

Brooke B Chiodo (Florida)

Bruce Krawisz, M.D. (Wisconsin)

Bruce P Hector MD (California)

Bryce Hewett, LPN (Florida)

C.E. McQueen, PharmD (Kansas)

Caitlin Murphy, RN (New York)

Caline Cone, MD (New Mexico)

Camille Jones MD, MPH (Ohio)
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Camille Liberatore, PsyD (lllinois)

Carl Stein, PA (California)

Carleen T Bensen MD (Washington)

Carmi Orenstein, MPH (New York)

Carol Swenson, Ph.D. (Connecticut)
Carole Ann Moleti DNP CNMM (New York)
Carolyn Meaf, RN (New Mexico)

Carolyn Needleman, PhD (Rhode Island)
Carrie Bearden PhD (California)

Carrie Richardson-Ozuna, LCSW (North Dakota)
Cary Harrison, MD (Utah)

Cary L Young, MD, MPH (California)
Cassandra H McLaren LiCSW (Vermont)
Cassie French PT DPT (Colorado)
Catherine Fant PhD RN NI-BC (Pennsylvania)
Catherine Gould, Ph.D (California)
Catherine Hunt RN, PHN (New Jersey)
Cathleen Ballance MD, MPH (New Jersey)
Charlene Harrington, Ph.D., RN (California)
Charles F Edwards, MD (California)
Charles Geneslaw, MD (New Jersey)
Cheryl Tanasovich, MD (California)
Christina White Browning, LMSW (Alabama)
Christine Stewart, DVM (California)

Christy Beckstrom, PT (lllinois)

Chuck Buxbaum, PhD (New Mexico)

Claire Gervais, MD (Wisconsin)

Claire Jennings, RN, DNP (Washington)
Claire Leonard, MD (Montana)

Claire Sanders, HHA (Missouri)

Clara Harding, clinical staff (Washington)
Clare Hasler-Lewis, M.S, Ph.D., MBA (Oregon)
Cooper Wardell, PT, DPT, CWS (Georgia)
Cora L Tompkins MD (Arizona)

Corianne Bassett, RN (New Mexico)
Cornelia van der Ziel, MD (Massachusetts)
Craig Durie DNP, CRNP (Pennsylvania)
Cynthia Doodeman, Psy.D (lllinois)

Cynthia Hellman-Wylie, NP (California)
Cynthia Maguire, PhD (New York)

D Farrington, MD (New York)

D. Vogt, DNP (Wisconsin)

Leslie Klein, DO (California)

David E Dassey MD MPH (California)
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David Fivenson, MD (Michigan)
David G. H(lllinois)L, MD (Connecticut)
David McLanahan, MD (Washington)
David Potter, M.D. (California)

David R. Arday, MD, MPH (Maryland)
David Teitel, MD (California)

Deborah Hayes PHD (South Carolina)
Deborah Steinbaum MD MPH (New Jersey)
Debra Glidewell RN (Missouri)

Denise Hartman MD (Pennsylvania)
Desiree Bermudez RN (Florida)
Devneet Kainth, MPH (Pennsylvania)
Diane J. Urban, PhD (New York)

Diane Moster, PT (Texas)

Diane Oviatt, RN (California)

Dina Stolman, MD, MSPH (California)
Don McCanne, MD (California)

Don Wong, MD (California)

Donald Mclintyre, MD (Vermont)
Donna Wallach, HHA (California)
Doris Schoonover (Florida)

Dorothy Federman. MD (New York)
Dorothy King RPT (California)
Edward Walworth MD ME

Elena Pereira, MPH, M(Pennsylvania) (New York)
Elizabeth Christian, MD (Washington)
Elizabeth Conley, LCSW (New Mexico)
Elizabeth Price, MD/MPH (California)
Ellen Dryer, DVM (Ohio)

Ellyn Medrano, COTA/L (New Mexico)
Emily Rotella, RN (New Jersey)

Emily W. Herbert, Ph.D. (Oregon)
Emily Wurth, MPH (Maryland)

Erica Lopez, LPN (New Jersey)

Erik Long, MD (Ildaho)

Erika Meyer, MPH (Georgia)

Erin Talzzia, MS, RDN, LD (Ohio)

Erin Yane, PT, MPT, WCS (New Mexico)
Evan M. Weger, M.S. (Colorado)

Evan Yount, MD (Washington)

Evelyn Montalvo Stanton MD (Nevada)
Faripour Forouhar, MD (Connecticut)
Farnad J Darnell, PhD (New Mexico)
Faye Oakes, MD (California)
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Feroze Sidhwa, MD, MPH (California)
Francine D Dykes, MD (Georgia)

Frank M Powell, PhD (South Carolina)
Fred Milgrim, MD (Colorado)

G Miotto, MD, MPH (California)

Gabriel Cisneros, MD (Pennsylvania)
Gabriele Schubert, MS (California)

Gail Lorenzana, RN (California)

Gary Huffaker, MD (California)

Gena Pennington MD (California)

Gene Tunnell, Ph.D. (North Carolina)
George Latta, MD MBA (Utah)

Gina L.Sager MD (Maryland)

Glenn A. Walquist, DVM (Michigan)

Glenn Butt, MD (Mississippi)

Grace Magee, RN (New York)

Grace Marshall, health researcher (Washington)
Hannah Neumann, PhD (New Jersey)
Harry McDermott, MD, MPH (Arizona)
Harvey Bidwell, MD, MPH (Massachusetts)
Heather Ashcraft MD RDN LDN (Vermont)
Heather Chen-Yost, MD (Michigan)

Helen M Clyatt Yost, MD (California)
Henry E Fink MD (Minnesota)

Henry Kahn, MD (Georgia)

Herbert Giese MD. MPH (California)
Hilarie Cash, PhD (Washington)

Hilary Hamburger, CCMA (Florida)

Hope Edwards,OTR (New York)

Hope Feldman, CRNP (Pennsylvania)
Howard Kessler, MD (Florida)

Iguehi E. James, MPH (California)

llana Newton, RN (Vermont)

Inga Robbins MD (New Jersey)

Ira Helfand, MD (Massachusetts)

Irma Rey MD (Florida)

J. Irene Lee, NP (California)

James Maxwell, community health worker (Virginia)
James Roth, DVM, PhD (lowa)

Jane Crair, MPH (New York)

Jane F. Gumnick, MD (Oregon)

Janet Rice, RN (New York)

Janice Schroeder, health educator (California)
Jay S Federman MD (New York)
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Jean Norris, MS, DrPH, RDN, LDN (North Carolina)
Jennifer Schusterman, MPH (New Mexico)
Jenny Pompilio MD, MPH (Oregon)

Jenny Walker, MD, MPH (New York)
Jeoffry B. Gordon, MD MPH (California)
Jerry Bruns, MD, FAIHM (California)

Jesse Vroegh RN DON (lowa)

Jessica Lockie, RN BSN MPH (Vermont)
Jessie Leyse, MPH MD (Vermont)

Jill Mauldin, RN (New Mexico)

Joan Hakimi, Psy.D. (lllinois)

Joan Polczynski, social worker (Wisconsin)
Joe Persinger Ph.D. (California)

Joel H. Kurtz, MD (New Jersey)

John A Pagnani, Psy. D. (Tennessee)
John B. Schenck, MD (South Carolina)
John Greg Miller, RN (California)

John Harlan Meyer MD, PhD (Washington)
John M Ajamie, MD (Vermont)

John Machata, MD (Rhode Island)

John Masak, RRT (Florida)

Jolene Wood, RRT-NPS (Maryland)

Jon Spar, MD (New Mexico)

Joy Williams Schilling, PhD (Colorado)
Joyce Allen, RN (Florida)

Joyce Cavaliere, R.N. (Florida)

Judith Briggs OTR (Michigan)

Judith L. Albert, MD (Vermont)

Judith Schmidt, RN (New Jersey)

Judy Bertelsen, M.D. (California)

Julia Radwany, MD (Ohio)

Julia Rogers, PhD, MPH (Alaska)

Julie Levine, MSW (California)

Julie Siegel, MD (Kentucky)

K Burnell Schaetzel-Hill, DO (Washington)
Kai Irvine ROIS (lowa)

Kali Smolen, PhD (Vermont)

Karen Ashikeh, RN, CD (Oregon)

Karen Blackwell LPN (Indiana)

Karen E Steinberg MD (Colorado)

Karen Meyer, public health consultant (Washington)
Kari Khoury, RN (California)

Karin J Hemmingsen, MD, MPH (Massachusetts)
Karine DeSouza, MD (Florida)
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Karl Kaliher, LPCMH (Delaware)

Karl Knobler, PhD (California)

Karolyn Schaefer RN, BSN (New Mexico)
Katherine C. White, MD (Maryland)

Katherine Sequeira MPH (Florida)

Kathleen Campbell, PhD (lllinois)

Kathleen M Longo MD MPH (Michigan)
Kathleen Myers DDS (Washington)

Kathleen Nolan, MD, MSL (New York)
Kathleen Patterson, MD (Washington)
Kathleen W. Bartlett, MD (North Carolina)
Kathryn Donahue RN, PHN (California)
Kathryn Drummond, RN (New Mexico)

Kathy Joy, RN, (Minnesota) (Colorado)

Kay Ahaus, PT (lllinois)

Ken Marks, RN (Oregon)

Kevin Walsh, PhD (Connecticut)

Khadijah Walker MSN, RN, FNP-BC (New York)
Kimberly Arieli, MPH (California)

Kimberly B Pilavin LCSW (Florida)

Kimberly Ramagos, PT, DPT (Colorado)
Kimberly Selzman MD (Utah)

Kimberly Taber, health agency staff (Washington)
Krista Farey, MD (California)

Kristen Ann Ehrenberger, MD PhD (Pennsylvania)
Kristin Tooley, LCSW-R (New York)

Kristin Vyhnal, DVM, MS, DACVP (New Mexico)
Kristo Klove, MA (Colorado)

LaBianca Wright, MD (lllinois)

Lanie Cox MD (Washington)

Larry Price, MD (Arkansas)

Larysa Dyrszka, MD (New York)

Lauren Benson CNA (lowa)

Laurie Towne MD (lllinois)

Leah Bellow-Handelman, MPH, RN (New York)
Leah Hallow, PsyD (New York)

Lee Seagrave, BSN, RN, CRNI (California)
Leonard Rodberg, PhD (New York)

Leslie Evelo, PhD (Ohio)

Leslie McCullough, PhD, LSCSW (Kansas)
Letitia Noel, PT (lllinois)

Liam McClintock, LAc (Colorado)

Linda Morway, MD (North Carolina)

Linda Quaid DC (lllinois)
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Lisa Tichenor, MD (Florida)

Lois Vanderkooi, PsyD, JD (Colorado)
Lori A. Boyd, DMD (Kentucky)

Lori Madiara, PT, DPT MSHA (Pennsylvania)
Lygea San Pedro, DPT (lllinois)

Lynda Bribach, DC (Georgia)

Lynda West, PhD (Virginia)

Lynn D Morrow, MD (Utah)

Lynn Nelson Huidekoper, RN (California)
Lynn Ringenberg, MD (Florida)

Lynn Taylor, LCSW (Texas)

Jim Marin, MD (California)

Madeleine Glick, MS, RDN (New York)
Maleah Grover-McKay (California)

Marc Futernick, MD (California)

Mark Ginsburg, health educator (California)
Margaret Sawyer, LCSW (New York)
Margaret Wurth, MPH (New York)
Marge Marash MD (New York)

Margie Chen MD (California)

Marie St. John, EdM, RRT (New Jersey)
Marie Weinstein,PhD (New York)

Marilyn Matthews, MD (New Mexico)
Mark Gomez, LMSW (New Mexico)
Marshall B. Lubin, D.C. (California)
Martha Ellison, Ph.D., MSW (Missouri)
Martha Riggle, MD (Pennsylvania)
Martha Sonnenberg, MD (California)
Martin Donohoe, MD (Oregon)

Martina Nicholson MD FACOG (California)
Mary Fuller, Phd, BCBA (Florida)

Mary L. Boegel, M.D. (California)

Mary G Kremer, PhD (Connecticut)
Mary R. Weeden, RN, LCSW, PhD (Wisconsin)
MaryAnn Furda, DC (California)
Matthew Dorwart, MD (Nebraska)
Matthew M Vrabel, MD (Ohio)

Matthew O'Connell MD (Ohio)

Maura Ennett RN BA (Washington)
Maureen Burns-Gorman, RN (New York)
Maureen Cruise RN (California)

Maya Spaur, ScM, PhD (Maryland)
Melissa Anglin, MD (Wisconsin)

Melissa Gagnon, OTRI/L (Florida)
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Melissa Klein MD (New Mexico)

Melissa P. Upton, MD (Washington)

Michael A Crews, MD (New Mexico)
Michael Blizniak, DPT (Washington)

Michael Gray, MD MPH (Arizona)

Michael J. Martin, MD, MPH, MBA (California)
Michelle Dorwart, MD, MPH (Vermont)
Michelle Orengo-McFarlane MD (California)
Michelle Wood PT (lowa)

Mildred Braunstein, RN, PhD (California)
Miriam Bennett RN (New Mexico)

Miriam Kurland, (MA, CCC-SLP (Massachusetts)
Moira Nolan, RN MS (Massachusetts)
Molly Biggs, MD (New Mexico)

Molly Perkins Hauck, Ph.D. (Maryland)
Monigue Cleminson, PsyD (lllinois)

Morgan Johnson RBT (North Carolina)
Morgan Park, DNP, RN (New Jersey)
Nadine M Wisniewski, PhD (Florida)

Nancy Lazarus MD (California)

Nancy Rampell, MD (Georgia)

Nasiru Ty, community health worker (lowa)
Natalie Young, MD (California)

Natalie Zahr, Ph.D. (California)

Natasha Marston, MD (California)

Nathan D. Nielsen, MD (New Mexico)

Ned Ketyer, MD (Pennsylvania)

Neil A. Holtzman, MD MPH (California)
Nicholas J Ratto, Pharm.D. (California)
Nicholas Rosenlicht, MD (California)
Nishanga Bliss, DAIM, DSc, LAc (California)
Pamela Sass MD (New York)

Pat Irwin, HHA (Massachusetts)

Patricia Harlow, Ph.D.(Pennsylvania)
Patricia Kanzler, RN (California)

Patricia Mahoney MD (West Virginia)
Patricia Rowe MD (California)

Patricia Tursi, PhD (Arkansas)

Paul Gooris, PA-C (New Mexico)

Paul Novak. PhD (Wisconsin)

Paula Jernigan MD (Pennsylvania)

Peggy Berry PhD, RN, (Ohio)

Peggy Lacey RN, PNP, MPH (North Carolina)
Peter Barnett, MD, MPH, FACP, FACPM (Washington)
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Philip Mallory, DPM (West Virginia)
Quanah Brightman, tribal leader (California)
Rachael Wooten, PhD (North Carolina)
Rachel Davison RN (Georgia)

Rachel Distler, LMHC (Vermont)

Rachel Fischer, MD, MPH (Colorado)
Rachelle Reeder, MPH (New York)
Randel King, MD (California)

Randy Cruz, MPH (New York)

Randy Tashjian, MD (Michigan)

Raven Fisk, RCSWI (Florida)

Raymond Tarpley, DVM PhD MPH (Texas)
Rebecca Wolf, MPH (West Virginia)
Rebecca Yeager, MD, FAAFP (Colorado)
Renee Samelson, MPH MD (California)
Margaret Delong, RN (New Mexico)
Richard H. Flyer, MD (Vermont)

Richard L. Brown, MD MPH (California)
Richard Nelesen, PhD (North Carolina)
Richard Schloss, MD (New York)
Richard Solomon, PhD (California)
Robert Arieli, MD, MPH (California)
Robert B. Doll, Jr., M.D. (Pennsylvania)
Robert Byron, MD, MPH (Montana)
Robert Dodge, MD (California)

Robert G Little MD (Pennsylvania)
Robert J. Salinger, MD (California)
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Robert M. Gould, MD (California)
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Ruby MacDonald, Ph. D. (California)
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Sally Frank, MPA (New York)
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Scott Nass, MD (California)

Selena Ellis MD (California)
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