Oppose the Big Bad Carbon Capture Handouts

May 20, 2025
Dear Members of Congress,

We, the undersigned organizations, representing landowners, environmental advocates,
fiscal watchdogs, and community leaders from across the political spectrum, call on you
to oppose the Big Beautiful Bill. This bill is packed with billions in corporate handouts
for the carbon capture industry, while including provisions to fast-track pipelines, which
would limit community input on federal permitting and oversight, as well as create new
tax shelters for the carbon capture industry. This bill is the wrong direction for our
country, prioritizing the profits of politically connected corporations over the safety,
property rights, and pocketbooks of everyday Americans.

Here's what it does and why it must be stopped:

o A threat to community safety and local oversight: \While the most extreme
provision giving federal agencies new authority to override local and state
objections to CO2 and hydrogen pipelines has been removed, this bill still clears
the way for dangerous infrastructure. It preserves a new fast-tracked permitting
scheme that allows companies to pay for shorter environmental reviews and
effectively guarantees approval after one year unless regulators act to stop it.
This kind of pay-to-play permitting process undermines public participation, limits
legal recourse, and weakens the ability of safety regulators to do their jobs.
Communities along pipeline routes will still be left in harm’s way.

« Taxpayer Funded Corporate Handouts: This bill also preserves the 45Q tax
credit, despite extensive evidence that large corporations have abused it. A
recent Inspector General report confirmed widespread improper claims.
Independent estimates suggest the full cost of this subsidy could reach hundreds
of billions of dollars, driving up the deficit and leaving everyday taxpayers to foot
the bill.

« Double Dipping for Wealthy Investors: This bill expands publicly traded
partnership eligibility to CO2 pipeline operators and others, allowing these
companies to dodge corporate taxes while still collecting billions in tax credits
that wealthy investors can use to shield their personal tax liability. This serves no
purpose other than funneling private investment into carbon capture projects and
tax dollars into the pockets of billionaire investors and big corporations.

Altogether, this legislation threatens to turbocharge the dangerous industry-backed
climate scam of carbon capture and storage, presenting a major hazard to communities,
tribes, farmers, landowners and the public purse. It would accelerate the permitting of



dangerous pipelines right when oversight capacity is limited and safety standards are

admittedly inadequate. With the challenges facing our country, the last thing we should

be doing is funneling more public money to billionaires promoting a dangerous and

unnecessary industry.

We call on you to oppose the Big Beautiful Bill. Communities across the country, rural,
urban, red, blue, and purple are watching. Choose the side of people, not polluters.

Sincerely,
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