
The Honorable Kathy Hochul
Governor of New York State

April 15, 2024

Dear Governor Hochul,

We are writing to urge you to sign into law the legislation (A8866/ S8357) that bans drilling and
fracking for natural gas and oil using carbon dioxide (CO2). We appreciate your continuing
leadership in protecting New York’s environment and public health, for which this legislation is
vital. We are pleased that the Assembly passed the bill with a bipartisan 98-50 vote on March 12
and the Senate passed it with a bipartisan 45-17 vote on March 20, and we ask that you swiftly
sign the legislation to ensure New Yorkers are protected.

Our state’s long-standing fracking ban prohibits the use of high volumes of water to extract gas.
The legislature quickly passed this new legislation in response to a gas industry proposal to
exploit a loophole and get around our state’s fracking ban by using CO2 instead of water. The
bill that the legislature passed is thus very simple as it amends the fracking ban within the
Environmental Conservation Law to include a prohibition on using CO2. Drilling and fracking
with CO2 is an experimental, dangerous new method of shale gas extraction that must not be
allowed in New York State.

Most of the same impacts associated with the entire drilling and fracking process occur whether
water or CO2 is used, and scientific research overwhelmingly finds risks and harms associated
with these approaches. As you know, after studying the health and environmental impacts for
years, the New York State Department of Environment Conservation and New York State
Department of Health concluded in 2014 that drilling and fracking pose significant risks to
people's health, air quality, drinking water, and the environment and it was banned. In 2020, as
part of the Fiscal Year 2021 Budget, the Governor and legislature codified the fracking ban into
law. Since then, hundreds more peer-reviewed studies further confirm and extend those
findings.

The use of CO2 to try to evade the state's fracking ban does not avoid the dangers and harms
associated with the process. For example, as countless scientific studies about drilling and
fracking demonstrate, induced fractures are not controllable and could cause the CO2 to
migrate, in addition to naturally occurring heavy metals and radioactivity in the shale, which in
turn threatens to contaminate our drinking water. Many studies show that drilling and fracking
operations and infrastructure are inherently leaky, releasing methane that is disastrous for the
climate along with air pollutants that endanger public health, including cancer-causing pollutants
such as benzene and formaldehyde. Drilling and fracking for fossil fuels, along with pipelines,
gas plants, truck trips, and other infrastructure, are contradictory to our climate law, the CLCPA.

High pressure CO2 is itself very dangerous, and ruptured pipelines can result in asphyxiation
and convulsions. This was tragically illustrated in Satartia, Mississippi in 2020 when a CO2

https://concernedhealthny.org/compendium/
http://concernedhealthny.org/compendium/


pipeline exploded, leading to mass CO2 poisoning that left 45 people hospitalized. Additionally,
high pressure CO2 injection underground poses significant risk of earthquakes, corrosion of well
casings, and acidification of groundwater.

Drilling and fracking with CO2 would have the same threats to our water, air, health, and climate
as hydraulic fracturing, along with additional dangers. The legislature was right to pass the bill to
close the loophole and protect New Yorkers. Now we urge you to sign it into law.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Julia Walsh
Director
Frack Action

Roger Downs
Conservation Director
Sierra Club Atlantic Chapter

Carmi Orenstein
Program Director
Concerned Health Professionals of NY

Kathleen Nolan, MD, MSL
President
Physicians for Social Responsibility NY

Rich Schrader
Director of Government Affairs Northeast
Natural Resources Defense Council

Wes Gillingham
Associate Director
Catskill Mountainkeeper

Bella Cockerell
NY State Manager
Mothers Out Front NY

Eric Weltman
Senior Organizer
Food & Water Watch

Sophie Patka
Climate & Legislative Associate
Environmental Advocates of NY

Elizabeth Moran
NY Policy Advocate
Earthjustice

Stephan Edel
Executive Director
NY Renews Coalition

Adam Flint
Director of Clean Energy Programs
Network for a Sustainable Tomorrow

Yvonne Taylor
Vice President
Seneca Lake Guardian

Bob Cohen
Policy and Research Director
Citizen Action of New York

Erica Smitka
Deputy Director
League of Women Voters New York

Megan Ahearn
Program Director
NYPIRG

https://www.npr.org/2023/05/21/1172679786/carbon-capture-carbon-dioxide-pipeline
https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/science.adh1331
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Thomas Hirasuna
Co-Lead
Climate Reality Project NYS Chapters

Gerri Wiley
Facilitator
Residents Allied for the Future of Tioga

Irene Weiser
Coordinator
Fossil Free Tompkins

Catherine C Darcy
Justice Resource Manager
Sisters of Mercy Justice Team NY

Elizabeth Whitehouse
President
People for a Healthy Environment

Vicki Michela
Democratize Energy Liaison
Third Act Upstate NY

Timothy Judson
Executive Director
Nuclear Information and Resource Service

Jen Benson
Environmental Action Director
Hudson River Sloop Clearwater

Jeremy Cherson
Senior Manager of Government Affairs
Riverkeeper

Andra Leimanis
Program Director
Alliance for a Green Economy

Brian Eden
Policy Coordinator
Campaign for Renewable Energy

Rev. Dr. Leonisa Ardizzone
Co-Director
The Peace Education Center of the Hudson
Valley

Tracy Frisch
Chair
Clean Air Action Network of Glens Falls

Andy Mager
Coordinator
Syracuse Cultural Workers

Nada Kadher
Executive Director
WESPAC Foundation, Inc.

Wes Ernsberger
Chair
UU Congregation of Binghamton, Green
Sanctuary

Ryan Madden
Climate & Energy Campaigns Director
Long Island Progressive Coalition

Adrienne Esposito
Executive Director
Citizens Campaign for the Environment

Peter Arsenault
Sustainable Communities Program Director
Greening USA

Valdi Weiderpass
Chair
Sierra Club Susquehanna Group

George Povall
Executive Director
All Our Energy



Kathleen Taylor
Co-founder
Positive Action

Rebekah Creshkoff
Communications Officer
Beyond Plastics Sullivan County

Colleen Boland
Founder
Veterans for Climate Justice

William Reinhardt
Director
Solarize Albany

Anne Rhodes
Director
Dryden Solutions

Cynthia Kirk
President
NAACP Broome Tioga 2135

John Seakwood
Core Organizer
Rivers & Mountains Greenfaith Circle

Cari Gardner
Vice Chair
New York Progressive Action Network

Joe Wilson
Coordinator
Coalition for Outreach, Policy and Education

Jerry Rivers
Environmental Scientist
North American Climate, Conservation and
Environment

Kathryn Kassner
Coordinator
Climate Action Team UU Catskills

Tim Taugher
Pastor
St. Francis of Assisi Church - Binghamton

Bethany Ojalehto Mays
Secretary
Cornell on Fire

Peter Bardaglio
Coordinator
Tompkins County Climate Protection
Initiative

Lisa Adamson
Partner
North Country Earth Action

Mary Finneran
Co-founder
FrackBustersNY

Ruth Foster
Director
NY Climate Advocacy Project

Gay Nicholson
President
Sustainable Finger Lakes

Mimi Bluestone
Co-Leader
350Brooklyn

Rev. Chelsea MacMillian
NY Organizer
GreenFaith

Nora Brown
Southern Tier & Tompkins Co. Organizer
Mothers Out Front Tompkins



Mary D Thorpe
Director
NYPAN of the Southern Finger Lakes

Lynn Saxton
Chapter Chair
Climate Reality Project WNY

Francesca Rheannon
Chapter Chair
Climate Reality Project Long Island

Sue Abbott-Jones
Director
North Country NYPAN

Laurel Tumarkin
Organizer
People’s Climate Movement NY

Yayoi Koizumi
Founder
Zero Waste Ithaca

Bruce Gillette
Moderator
Presbyterians for Earth Care

June Gordon
Co-President
League of Women Voters Chemung &
Steuben Counties

Tina Lieberman
Chair
Zero Waste Capital District

Elena Pereira
Organizer
Citizens Climate Lobby - Brooklyn

Suzie Ross
Co-Founder
Green Ossining

Margaret Reilly
Leader
Indivisible Mohawk Valley - Climate Group

Linda Ann Quilty
Co-Chair
Indivisible Binghamton

Jill Loew
Steering Committee
Progressive Schenectady

Merton Simpson
Co-Chair
Sheridan Hollow Alliance for Renewable
Energy

Becky Meier
Co-Founder
Community Advocates for a Sustainable
Environment

Bob Connors
Co-Founder
Stop NY Fracked Gas Pipeline

Diane Stefani
Co-Chair
Climate Reality Project Finger Lakes

Linda Reik
Board of Directors
Sullivan Alliance for Sustainable
Development

Megan Nettleton
Co-President
League of Women Voters of Tompkins
County

Felix Hatton
Co-Organizing Director
Western NY Youth Climate Council



Sheila Cohen
Member
League of Women Voters Cortland County

Susan Ruff
President
League of Women Voters of Broome and
Tioga Counties

Lucas Sanchez
Co-Director
New York Communities for Change

Dr. Doug Couchon
Co-Founder
Elmirans and Friends Against Fracking

Guy Jacob
Conservation Chair
Nassau Hiking & Outdoor Club

Bernice Mennis
Member
North Country Earth Action

Sandra Steubing
Manager
Buy Local, Grow Local

Ken Dolsky
Co-Leader
Don’t Gas the Meadowlands

Mark Chaffin
Co-facilitator
Fellowship of the Sacred Earth

Xan Plymale
Organizer
Fridays for the Future, Capital District

Kris Garvey
Director
NYPAN Greene

Sheila Reid
Climate Justice Team
The Park Church in Elmira

Eric Magers
ED & Founder
Seaside Sustainability

Bhavani Jaroff
Chair
Slow Food North Shore

Wendy Seligson
Co-Director
Jewish Climate Action Network NYC

Roberta Gelb
President
Chelsea Reform Democratic Club

Russell Comeau
President
South Shore Audubon Society

John L. Staton M.S.Ed.
Member
Social Justice Ministry of the Parish of St.
Charles Borromeo

Jonathan Bix
Executive Director
For the Many

Karen Edelstein
Eastern Program Coordinator
FracTracker Alliance

Katherine Bini
Steering Committee Member
Metro NY Catholic Climate Movement

Bridge Rauch
Environmental Justice Organizer
The Clean Air Coalition of WNY



Melissa Carlson
Co-organizer
Third Act Rochester

Jerry Rivers
Environmental Scientist
North American Climate, Conservation and
Environment

Kim Fraczek
Director
Sane Energy Project

Matt Frisch
Chairperson
Catskill Heritage Alliance

Duncan Harris
Co-Director
Penfield Hope

Abi Buddington
Secretary
Committee to Preserve the Finger Lakes

Jim Brown
Chair
Green Party of Nassau County

Edith Kantrowitz
Board Member
United for Action

Thomas A. Caffrey
Executive Director
Committee for Environmentally Sound
Development Inc.

Daniele Gerard
Vice President
Three Parks Independent Democrats

Ruth Marchetti
Co-President
Rochester Area Interfaith Climate Action


