July 7, 2021

Senator Charles E. Schumer
322 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Schumer,

We, the undersigned organizations, urge you to include the Water Affordability, Transparency,
Equity and Reliability Act (WATER Act) of 2021 (S. 916) in the infrastructure legislation being
drafted by Congress.

From PFAS and lead contamination to leaky pipes, New York's aging water systems are in
urgent need of repair. The WATER Act contains solutions to promote safe, affordable public
water for New York and the entire nation.

Among its provisions that would benefit New York, the WATER Act would:

e Provide $35 billion a year for drinking water and wastewater improvements;

e Establish a permanent water trust fund with dedicated revenue;

e Prioritize disadvantaged communities with grants and additional support;

e Provide funding to promote municipalization of corporate-controlled water systems;
e Expand funding for technical assistance to small, rural and indigenous communities;
e Fund projects to address PFAS water contamination;

e Dedicate and increase grants for indigenous communities;

e Upgrade household wells and septic systems;

e Help replace lead service lines; and

e Provide more than $1 billion a year to update water infrastructure in public schools.

In New York alone, the WATER Act would provide roughly $2.4 billion towards our water needs
each year, create nearly 40,000 jobs, and generate over $7 billion in economic output.

New York communities urgently need this support and funding now. Due to unaffordable bills,
tens of thousands of customers are in millions of dollars of debt. PFAS contamination and lead
pipes endanger the safety of our water. Our aging infrastructure is in desperate need of repair
and replacement.

Water is one of our most basic necessities, and each year that we fail to meet the funding
needs for our water systems only expands the magnitude of our water crisis. As the Senate
Majority Leader, you will be highly influential in the infrastructure negotiations. We are relying
on you to champion a bold, ambitious bill that will meet the needs of New York and the nation
for safe, affordable, public drinking water.



Again, please fight to fully fund our water systems by including the WATER Act in the Senate’s

infrastructure package.
Sincerely,

Mimi Bluestone
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