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racking is a dangerous method of extracting oil and gas that will bring more
climate change and more pollution that has no place on our public lands. These
lands were preserved for the use and enjoyment of all Americans, but increasingly,
the oil and gas industry is looking to develop our public lands for their profit.
These lands are our natural heritage, not profit centers for the fossil fuel industry.
We must ban fracking on public lands to protect our climate, public health and
national parks for the benefit and enjoyment of all Americans.

What Is Fracking?
Fracking means more than just the process of injecting large
volumes of water, sand and chemicals deep underground, at
extreme pressure, to create fractures in rock formations so
that tightly held oil and gas can begin to flow.
Fracking is what has the oil and gas industry:
• fragmenting forests and marring landscapes1;
• competing with farmers for sometimes scarce water
supplies2;
• causing thousands of accidents, leaks, fires and spills
each year3;
• killing people working at well sites4;
• producing large volumes of toxic and even radioactive
waste5;
• pumping hazardous pollutants into the air6;
• risking vital underground sources of drinking water7;
• derailing explosive, mile-long oil trains near cities and
along great rivers8;
• inducing swarms of earthquakes9;
• destabilizing the climate on which we all depend10; and
• disrupting communities across the country.11
Fracked communities face health problems, clogged and damaged public roads from heavy-truck traffic, increased crime and

other demands on emergency and other social services, reduced
property values, and an unavoidable legacy of industrial pollution. Long after local fracking booms turn bust, and the industry has left town, established sectors of local economies, such
as agriculture and tourism, will struggle to recover.12
For all of the above reasons, jurisdictions across the country
are passing bans and other measures to protect their communities from fracking.13 The state of New York and the city
where modern fracking began, Denton, Texas, have banned
the practice.14

Fracking on U.S. Public Lands
Exacerbates Climate Change
Cumulative emissions of greenhouse gases — primarily carbon dioxide and methane — that come from extracting and
burning oil and gas are a primary cause of global warming.15
Global warming threatens to ruin entire coastal economies
with sea-level rise and to cause some regional food and water
systems to fail. These and other utterly fundamental disruptions to our society — and to the well-being of many millions
of people — will ensue if we do not change course.16
Collectively, greenhouse gas emissions from extracting and
burning oil and gas make up about two-thirds of net U.S.
climate pollution.17 In 2013, production from federal lands accounted for about 16 percent of U.S. oil and gas production.18
About 20 percent of U.S. oil and gas reserves and resources
are located beneath federal public lands.19 Today, climate science is clear that almost all of the world’s proven oil and gas
reserves, and all of the additional “unproven” resources being
targeted with fracking, must stay underground, unburned.20

For perspective on the resulting pollution, the drilling and
fracking of 2,000 new wells each year means that:
• more than 2 billion gallons of water — about 3,000
Olympic-sized swimming pools worth24 — is mixed with
chemicals and injected beneath public lands each year25;
• more than 200 million gallons of liquid wastes — or over
36,000 truckloads full, assuming 130-barrel tanks26 — are
brought to the surface on public lands each year, with no
safe disposal options27;
• about 100,000 gallons of liquid wastes — or over 18 truckloads full, assuming 130-barrel tanks28 — are likely spilled
onto public lands each year29; and
• more than 40 new wells each year likely have initial well
integrity problems, due to flawed cementing and casing,30
and an additional 200 wells each year could, within a
decade, develop signs of potential leaks.31
Further, the production of oil, natural gas and natural gas liquids (propane, butane, etc.) from federal public lands in 2013:

It is time for U.S. federal policy to recognize and accept the
urgency of climate science, and to ban fracking on federal
lands for climate reasons alone.

• brought to the surface about 60,000 tons of highly carcinogenic and volatile benzene, and similarly large amounts
of toxic toluene, ethylbenzene and xylenes32;

Fracking’s Footprint
on U.S. Public Lands

• released at least 57,000 pounds of this benzene, and
70,000 pounds of toluene, ethylbenzene and xylenes combined, into the air33; and

Fracking on public lands does more than exacerbate climate
change. In 2014, companies drilled 2,544 new onshore oil and
gas wells on federal land, led by 702 in New Mexico, 665 in
Wyoming, 457 in Utah, 229 in Colorado, 210 in California
and 174 in North Dakota.21 According to the Bureau of Land
Management (BLM), almost 90 percent of wells on federal
lands are fracked.22 Regulators are inspecting less than half
of the wells that they identify as having a high risk of environmental impacts.23

• led to more than 292 million tons of carbon-dioxide equivalent greenhouse gas emissions — roughly the amount
that 61 million cars emit in a year.34

Keep Iconic Places in American
History and Culture Frack-free
By the end of 2014, oil and gas companies had leases on over
34 million acres of public land, an area over seven times the
size of New Jersey.35 The industry has formally targeted an
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additional 12 million more acres of public land.36 Overall, according to a study commissioned upon passage of the Energy
Policy Act of 2005 (ushered into law by former Halliburton
CEO and then-Vice President Dick Cheney), there are more
than 200 million additional acres beneath federal public lands
that hold oil and gas potential and that thus also may be
targeted with fracking in the future.37
Federal public lands that are already impacted or are under
threat include38:
• Allegheny National Forest, Pennsylvania;
• Arches and Canyonlands National Parks, Utah;
• Big Cypress National Reserve and Everglades National Park, Florida;
• Chaco Culture National Historic Park, New Mexico;
• Delaware Water Gap National Recreation Area,
Pennsylvania;
• Finger Lakes National Forest, New York;
• George Washington and Jefferson National Forests,
Virginia;
• Glacier National Park, Montana;
• Los Padres and Angeles National Forests, California;
• Manistee and Huron National Forests, Michigan;
• Ouachita and Ozark National Forests, Arkansas;
• Rocky Mountain National Park and Never Summer
Wilderness, Colorado;

• Shawnee National Forest, Illinois; and
• Theodore Roosevelt National Park, North Dakota.
The ecosystems and natural landscapes of these and other
federal public lands are the true sources of local and sustainable wealth for surrounding communities.
From 1990 to 2010, just looking at non-metropolitan regions
in the western United States, counties with larger amounts of
federal lands protected from oil and gas extraction had significantly higher per capita incomes, with about $1,000 extra
in each person’s pocket for every 25,000 acres protected.39
In contrast, while drilling and fracking can bring a temporary
economic stimulus to local economies — albeit at the expense
of established sectors of the economy, such as agriculture and
tourism — oil and gas booms tend to extract rather than build
local wealth.40 And when the boom in drilling and fracking
goes bust, left behind are marred landscapes and a legacy of
pollution. The scars that remain tell the story of the despoiling of our public lands for oil and gas industry profit.

Conclusion
Fracking must be banned on U.S. public land to protect it
for current and future generations. Fracking has enabled oil
and gas companies to greatly increase the amount of oil and
gas they can bring to the surface, to be burned, but building
local and sustainable energy systems and addressing climate
change requires doing the opposite: we must maximize the
volume of oil and gas left in the ground. It is time for federal
policy to recognize this and to ban fracking on federal land.
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