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Good morning. Thank you, Chair Blake and other committee members for the opportunity to
address you today. I’m Thomas Meyer, a resident of Washington State and the National Climate
Organizing Manager for Food & Water Action and Food & Water Watch.
On behalf of our 43,000 supporters in Washington State, I strongly urge you to support SB
6278 to prohibit new water rights for commercial bottled water production.
This bill will protect our state’s water resources for the public good and the public wellbeing.
Extracting local water supplies, putting them in plastic bottles and shipping them around the
country for profit is not in the interest of our state or our planet.
I want to take this opportunity to address two concerns that have been raised about the bill:
the rights of local officials to make decisions, and jobs.
First, this legislation protects the water of all people in Washington. Local jurisdictions need
state legislation to protect their water from the bottled water industry, and it is in the interest
of the state to manage its limited freshwater resources from a statewide perspective. Some
towns, especially small rural towns, have struggled to stop bottled water companies, which
have threatened lawsuits against the towns in order to extract their water. The Lewis County
Water Alliance has seen this directly, and they are not alone.
More broadly, water does not respect local political boundaries and it is best managed on a
watershed basis. The decisions of one local jurisdiction to allow a massive water bottling plant
could impair the water availability for a neighboring town. This law ensures that one town isn’t
allowing water bottle extraction to the detriment of its neighbors.
When bottled water companies withdraw water, they do not replenish what they pump out.1
This is a key difference between water bottlers and other uses, including local irrigation and
local agricultural water users, who do return water to help replenish watersheds.2 Groundwater
and surface waters are often connected and when an aquifer is over-pumped, water levels of a
connected surface water body can fall and water flows can change.3 Large-scale groundwater
extraction, such as for water bottling plants, can reduce the availability of local groundwater

and surface water sources.4 In fact, after Nestlé began pumping groundwater from a Michigan
aquifer, water flows in connected surface waters fell to the point that mud flats developed.5
Next, I want to address a claim from the bottled water industry about job creation. The reality is
that the industry creates very few jobs and these jobs tend to be dangerous. Nationally,
according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, there were 569 bottled water manufacturing sites in
the entire country in 2018. Each site employed an average of 29 people.6 That year, the injury
rate for bottled water manufacturing was nearly twice the average of all private sector jobs and
60 percent higher than the average manufacturing job.7
Plus, the damage of the bottled water industry could cost far more jobs than it may potentially
bring. A study from McCloud, California found that a proposed bottling plant could have scared
away several higher-paying employers, partly by congesting public services and infrastructure.8
To transport the water bottles, large trucks would have needed to make 600 trips a day, which
would have considerably increased traffic on local roads, reduced the community’s quality of
life and repelled other businesses.9
This legislation eliminates the risk that the bottled water industry would overuse local water
supplies. It protects jobs in key local economic sectors such as local farming, fishing, and
tourism.
SB 6278 would help preserve our water, our most precious resource, for current and future
generations. I use you to support this legislation. Thank you.
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