Scientists to President Biden: Follow the Science, Stop Fossil Fuels

April 7, 2022

President Joseph R. Biden Jr.
1600 Pennsylvania Ave, N.W.
Washington, DC 20001

Dear President Biden,

In this moment of climate emergency, we write with utmost urgency to advise you and your
administration to halt recent moves towards increasing fossil fuel production and instead take
bold action to rapidly reduce fossil fuel extraction and infrastructure. Last month the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) released its latest in a series of dire
warnings about the unfolding climate catastrophe. The report from the scientific panel outlined a
litany of significant impacts that are currently unfolding - some of which are already irreversible -
and called for swift action.

The impacts of climate change are many and severe. Already millions of Americans and even
more across the world are being impacted by extreme weather, drought, flooding, sea level rise,
and wildfires. The IPCC report highlights millions being impacted by climate change induced
food insecurity and water scarcity. These problems will only accelerate as we continue our
reliance on fossil fuels. And, this is on top of the significant health and environmental justice
impacts that power plants, export facilities, and other fossil fuel infrastructure have on
neighboring communities.

The United States, Europe, and the rest of the world desperately need energy independence,
but allowing more drilling and fracking, approving more pipelines, and expanding export facilities
not only fail to address short term energy needs, they lock us into decades of reliance on fossil
fuels and ensure runaway climate chaos for the long run. On this point consider what fossil fuel
executives are saying - Enbridge president and CEO Al Monaco, for example, recently told
investors and analysts that he sees “conventional energy [growing] at least through 2035.” This
is a recipe for disaster. The only real path towards energy independence is through renewable
energy.

As the IPCC report indicated, the scientific evidence is overwhelming that we must act now - we
simply do not have time to waste. We cannot afford to approve billions of dollars for new fossil
fuel projects and allow thousands of new wells to be permitted. As the IPCC report stated, “the
cumulative scientific evidence is unequivocal: Climate change is a threat to human well-being
and planetary health. Any further delay in concerted anticipatory global action on adaptation and
mitigation will miss a brief and rapidly closing window of opportunity to secure a liveable and
sustainable future for all.”

Energy Secretary Jennnifer Granholm recently said “we are on war footing” in calling for
increased oil and gas production. This is backwards thinking. Instead of fossil fuels, we must



apply that level of urgency to building a renewable energy economy. Rather than working to
increase oil and gas production, we urge you to use your executive authority to redirect these
massive investments, mobilize the country, and rally the global community around a program of
energy security through a rapid transition from fossil fuels to renewable energy.

President Biden, you ran for office promising to listen to science. As scientists who look at data
every day, we implore you to keep this promise and listen to what the scientific community is
saying about fossil fuels and the climate crisis. Do not facilitate more fuel extraction and
infrastructure. The impacts of climate change are already significant and we have a very narrow
window to avoid runaway climate chaos. We urge you to lead boldly, take on the fossil fuel
titans, and rally the country towards a renewable energy future.

Sincerely,

Scientists joining this letter do so in their individual capacities and not on behalf of the
institutions with which they are affiliated.
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