The Honorable Kathy Hochul
Governor of New York State
NYS State Capitol Building
Albany, NY 12224

September 5, 2024

Dear Governor Hochul,

We write to you with deep concern over your administration’s pursuit and framing of nuclear power
as a “solution” to the climate crisis. We unequivocally oppose any new nuclear facilities in New York
State. While it is critical for New York State to achieve the mandates in the the Climate Leadership
and Community Protection Act, nuclear power is not a climate solution for several reasons:

1.

Nuclear power is too slow to tackle the climate emergency. Any new nuclear plants
announced today would not be connected to the grid until well past the 2030 deadline, by
which we are required to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 40% economy-wide. New
nuclear projects like Georgia’'s Vogtle and Utah’s NuScale floundered for years, causing
budget overruns, wasted capital, and investors and municipalities to back out of the project.
The Vogtle project took 16 years from when it was announced to the completion of the first
reactor. The NuScale project was canceled eight years after it was first proposed and had
still not received permits or broken ground.

Nuclear energy is far more expensive than renewable energy. New nuclear energy
continues to cost more than onshore and offshore wind and utility scale solar plus storage."
With mass scale electrification on the horizon, we need to invest in cost-effective proven
climate solutions, such as home insulation, public transport, and renewable energy, rather
than expensive experiments, like small modular reactors?, which have no guarantees of
actually delivering.

Nuclear energy is neither clean nor safe. Peer-reviewed studies examining the impact of
uranium mining, abandoned mines, waste spills, and waste storage on surrounding
communities have identified a number of grave environmental harms and public health
risks,® most of which disproportionately impact Indigenous communities and other
communities of color in the US and worldwide.* And despite industry claims, so-called
“Advanced” Small Modular Reactors produce more voluminous and chemically/physically
reactive waste than conventional reactors.®
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We urge you to carefully verify everything you are hearing from the nuclear industry and proponents
of nuclear energy. The history of the nuclear industry is full of unfulfiled promises and cost
overruns. Instead of turning to nuclear energy, New York must follow through on its existing climate
action plan to massively scale up energy efficiency technologies, new renewable generation,
storage, and electrified public transit while creating family-sustaining jobs and protecting our most
vulnerable communities who have historically borne the burden of our energy system.

Sincerely,
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