
Clearing the Confusion  
on California Water
Agriculture — including thirsty factory farms, nuts, and alfalfa — uses  
80 percent of California’s managed water,1 while oil and gas production also 
uses massive amounts.2 Climate change is increasing California’s water  
challenges and the state’s ability to support these water-thirsty industries.3
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A complex system moves water from the northern and mountainous parts of California to the south-
ern, semi-arid region, home to industrial agriculture and large urban areas4 (see map on page 1). 
Understanding how this water is managed, transported, and used is critical in plotting a sustainable 
water future. 

California’s largest water provider is the Central Valley Project, managed by the federal Bureau of Rec-
lamation. It serves the Central Valley region, storing water across reservoirs like Lake Shasta.5 Around 
70 percent the project’s deliveries go to California’s thirsty agricultural industry.6

The State Water Project, managed by California, is the state’s second largest provider. It serves the 
San Francisco Bay area, the San Joaquin Valley, and Southern California regions, with key reservoirs 
including Lake Oroville.7 The project delivers around 70 percent of its water to urban users and  
30 percent to irrigation.8 Smaller projects like the Colorado River and the Los Angeles Aqueduct  
provide water to Southern California households.9 

Droughts limit surface water supplies, increasing reliance on groundwater, which the Central Valley 
pumps above recharge rates.10 Depleted groundwater causes rural wells to dry up, disproportionally 
impacting low-income people and communities of color.11
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We need to rebalance water use, especially in the face of worsening climate change.  
California must stop expanding water-intensive tree nut and alfalfa production,  

factory farms, and oil and gas production, and works toward a sustainable  
agriculture and renewable energy future.
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 Scan here for more information!
Or visit fwwat.ch/californiawater


