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The Urgent Case for a 
Moratorium on Factory Farms in 
New Mexico 
Factory farms took over the New Mexican landscape over the past few 
decades, bringing numerous externalities — from air pollution to 
contaminated drinking water to environmental injustice. Regulations are 
failing to curb this pollution. It is time to enact a moratorium on all new 
factory farms and the expansion of existing ones.   

Factory Farms Exacerbate New Mexico’s Water Crisis 
Over the past 20 years, New Mexico lost about half of its family-scale dairies (those under 500 
cows). Meanwhile, mega-dairiesa ballooned, with the average New Mexico mega-dairy today 
confining more than 3,000 cows.1 This shift towards larger confinement operations wreaks havoc on 
New Mexico’s environment. Altogether, New Mexico’s mega-dairies produce enough manure to 
overflow nine Olympic swimming pools each day. That is 11 times as much sewage produced by the 
Albuquerque metropolitan area.2  
Smaller dairies can sustainably apply manure to surrounding cropland as fertilizer. But many of New 
Mexico’s mega-dairies are “dry-lot” operations, confining cows on barren soil that becomes a 
“mashed mess of urine and manure.” Excess nutrients can run off into surface water, creating a 
slew of problems including harmful algal blooms and fish kills. Mega-dairies also pollute 
groundwater, the source of drinking water for the majority of New Mexicans. Elevated levels of 
nitrate in drinking water are linked to health problems, including cancer and the life-threatening 
condition called blue-baby syndrome. 3 

 

Factory Farms Are an Environmental Justice Disaster 
Factory farms often purchase feed and other inputs outside of the local community while benefitting 
from tax breaks that deprive local coffers of revenue; they also offload infrastructure, environmental 
and public health costs onto local communities. Additionally, factory farms can reduce property 
values of nearby homes. Decades of research uphold that factory farms “are fundamentally 
incompatible with rural regional economic development,” and are linked to higher levels of 
unemployment and poverty.4 

On top of this, fenceline communities bear the brunt of factory farm pollution. Flies and foul odors 
prevent residents from spending time outdoors or even opening their windows.5 The odors are not 
just a nuisance, but a mix of toxic pollutants that contribute to health issues including headaches, 

 
a In this piece, mega-dairies refer to operations with 500 or more cows. 
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fatigue and asthma.6 Factory farms also emit greenhouse gases, like methane and nitrous oxide, 
that fuel the climate crisis.7 Many of these fenceline communities are low-income areas and/or 
communities of color, making factory farms an environmental justice issue.8  

 

It Is Time for a Moratorium on Factory Farms 
State regulations requiring manure lagoon liners and quarterly monitoring9 have failed to stop water 
pollution. New Mexican communities, family farmers, confined animals, and the environment cannot 
endure any more factory farms. State officials must act quickly to enact a moratorium on new and 
expanding factory farms.  
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